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Motivating Moot
Moot: Distance education (DE) allows 
for human and social development to a 
greater extent in the 21st Century than 
in previous centuries. Distance 
Education learners thrive in the 21st 
Century because the DE environment 
fosters equitable access to higher 
education at affordable costs to students in 
a highly collaborative and technological 
environment for developing their human 
and social capital.



Motivating Format
The debate will have three (3) rounds and each group member should do 
the following:

O Round 1: make a post for or against the moot (debate topic)  in your 
home forum by Wednesday 23rd October by 9:55 p.m. your local 
time.

O Round 2: cross over and rebut at least one of your opponents' 
arguments by Friday 25th October by 9:55 p.m. your local time.

O Round 3: return to your home forum and rebut any arguments that 
were pointed towards your original arguments byMonday 28th 
October by 9:55 p.m. your local time. 
If no one rebutted your original arguments, then help your group 
members defend those arguments pointed towards their original posts.



Debating Forums



Specific Instructions

DEBATING ROOM A

Group 1 – Positive Position Group 2 – Negative Position

DEBATING ROOM B

Group 3 – Positive Position Group 4 – Negative Position

Hello students

I eagerly anticipate your thoughtful arguments for and against the moot of this great 
debate!
To participate in the debate, please remain in your existing groups (i.e. groups 1– 4 
from the Module 1 Unit 3 discussion). Groups 1 and 3 will argue the positive position 
and Groups 2 and 4 will argue the negative position. Each group should remain in their 
debating room (A or B) to argue for or against the moot (see debating rooms below).



Clear Guidance



Round 1 - Positive Position 



Round 2 - Negative Position



Round 3 - Positive Position



Students’ Reactions

Their approach to the course made it very 
interesting. The debates, collaborative 
activity and word limits on the postings 

made the discussion forum much easier to 
manage, relieved much of the monotony 

and made it much more enjoyable. 

The course was very useful and practical, 
and should serve as a solid base for those of 

us who will be working in online/ blended 
learning scenarios



Students’ Reactions
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Students’ Reactions



THE 16TH ANNUAL MIDWEST SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING AND LEARNING CONFERENCE 
Indiana University South Bend  

April 10, 2015 
  

 

Debating: A Dynamic Teaching Strategy for Motivating Students and Teachers 
 

 

 

Debate: Arguing for or against a moot and giving reasons for one’s stance 

 

 

1. Motivating Moot 
 

 Attract arguments from both sides 

 Relate to students’ prior reading, experiences, societal issues etc. 
 Challenge teachers to incorporate new and relevant content 

  

2. Motivating Format 
  
 Provide clear instructions about what’s expected 

 Round 1: Post initial arguments for or against the moot, clarify key 
concepts etc. 

 Round 2: Rebut opponents’ arguments  

 Round 3: Summarize arguments, rebut or defend key points    
  

 Provide debating tips/guidance 

 Divide class in teams 
 Construct forums (with clear headings and supplementary instructions) 

 

3. Motivating Timeframe 

 Provide enough time for students to present arguments  

 Include encouraging prompts to help students meet deadlines  

 
4. Motivating Interaction 

  
 Encourage use of debating terminologies 

 Promote collegiality and competition through appropriate language 

 

5. Motivational Assessment and Feedback 
 

 Provide clear rubric/expectations 

 Communicate timely and encouraging feedback 

 
     

 Positive 
 

 “Unforgettable experience!!” 
 “…made the discussion forum much easier to manage, relieved much of the 

monotony, and made it much more enjoyable.” 

 “The course was very useful and practical, and should serve as base for those 
who will be working online/blended learning scenarios.” 

 
  

 Grading time 

 Group dynamics 

 Tardy participants 

 https://debate.uvm.edu/dcpdf/ESU_Report_debatingtheevidence_FINAL.pdf  

 O’Mahoney, A. (2015). The ancient art of “debating” and it’s usefulness ....
 

Tips 

Title 

Challenges 

Students’ 

Reactions 

Meaning 

References 
 



Thank You!
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