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THE criticism were harsh..and they came fast! Catelti Tnmdad All Stars was despe-
ratelylackinginform,and something of mir aLlL waukcihave to be prcwdedlf they were towin

the 1986 National Panorama

When they completed the preliminaries of: thn, ycar s competltmn noteven their most
ardent supporters were prepared to put money on theband from Hell Yard on Duke Street.

Certainly their rendition of
David Rudders ‘Hammer' in
the North . competition was
better, but the conscnsus
was that a straight fight
was m the making between
Len ‘Boogsie’ Sharpe's “‘Pan
Rising”’ which Phase II Pan
Groove was playing and Jit
.Samaroo’s arrangement ~of
“Pan Here To Stay' with
which Amoco Renegades had
already indicated thei
‘form’ in the prelims.

Indeed, only the members
of Catelli felt that they
would win the bit title on
Carnival Saturdav night.

The practice sessions con-
tinued...going later and later in-
to the wee hours of the morning
This was one band bent on main-
taining a reputation in this the
1980s. That they have won the
1986 title is a tribute to their
dedication.

Since 1980, Catelli have never failed
to be amongst the big three in the
National competition.

They won the title that year with
Scrunter’s “Woman On The Bass’
and followed up with Blueboy’s “Un-
known Band” which had the Queen's
Park Savannah in a trance.

They provided “Heat” in the
Savannah in '82 but it was not fiery
enough to stop Renegades who won
the title. In '83 their “Rebecca’ was
good enough to win the North title
but only secured them third spot in
the mzvatfonal final which was won by
WITCO Desperadocs.

And the last two vears have both
=en them beaten in close finishes.
‘Doh Back Back” and **Soucouyant™
keing their tunes.

That they wanted desperately to
win the title last year is without a
doubt. The band celebrated its S0th
anniversary then and staged its
Classical Jewels S concert to com-
memorate the achievement.

The records will show that Catelli
is much more than a carnival steel-
band, bent on showing its strengthy
only at one time of the year.

“Far from that” says the hand's
secretary Barbara Crichlow “we are
not into this thing for carnival only.

“We are a properly organised
group bent on giving steelband the
all year respect it deserves.”

Catelli has, over the yeanr:
regarded as the best classical stecl-
band in the country and of course the
world, winning the Steelband music
festival in four of the five years in
which it participated.

The band also promates a concert
of its own — Classical Jewels — an
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title.

exciting exhibition of pan ‘music,-
which is under the directorship of
Jerry “Uncle Jem' Jemmott. .

Very Dedicated.

Says Miss Crichlow *'The members
of Catelli are all very. dedicated.
They are all interested in the long
term welfare of the band.”

“We have a committee who do the
necessary organising and tél,ke the
disciplinary ‘aspects: into:h lpd buf*‘_
that is an area in Iwhich WE dont :
have very much wisk.
Stars has a registeted membershlp
of just over 150.players. g 57
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“Most - peuplL were
something was ‘missing. They de-
scribed it as the Catelli “Thing.’ We
feit then that we had not done all we
were supposed to do with the tune.”

“Basically what we played in the
finals was 4l}ie satil ﬁ? & elmis g
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‘pep’ up the.tempd.! Lid
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had won...the atmosphere was
different.”

Asked if the Prime Minister’s visit
might have added some moral to the
band she said that it might have,
hough the boost would have had
10 -be_for a.fumber of other bands

“It was not only Catelli he
visited.” -

Other Bands

Catelli had. a choice of three tunes

.for the Panorama competition. They

were practising “Pan Here To Stay"
by Kitchener, “Coke Is Not It from
Sparrow and *‘The Hammer” which
they finally decided upon in winning
the title.

“In years gone by, we used to
Practise a lot more tunes, but be-

.cause of the lack of time — the short

seasun — we could only do three and

- 'Smooth’ was the person who decided

that we would use “The Hammer’ to
show our st¥égngth. The band’s cap-

tain is John ‘Poison’ Douglas who in
the time he has done the job is an
inspiration to the players.”

Probably the highlight of Catelli's
life was in 1982 when the band re-
ceived the Humming Bird Medal
{gold) for its contribution to cul-
ture. Its contribution has continued
in various forms,

Quite apart from its Classical con-
certs, the band also holds a ‘Pan
Jam’ every year on the Sunday be-
fore panorama preliminaries.

“It’s an opportunity for pan people
to come together, to fraterunise with
each other, a chance to show that
the panman is not the same as he

A STEELBAND festival involving
all the top steelbands in the world is

_hglgeiy tobe staged in Trinidad in May
3. i

This announcement was made last
week by chairman of the Carnival
Development Committee, Al
Roberts.

Mr. Roberts told the media that a
proposal will be made to Govern-
ment within the next 14 days with a
view of getting them to underwrite
the cost of staging the festival.

All Champions

According to the CDC boss, the pro-
ject was a most ambitious one and
therefore a two year period of planning
was necessary for it to be successful
“The festival will feature perform-
ances by all champions in the area of
steelband music, with the net result of
establishing world supremacy. It will
also demonstrate an attempt to en-
sure worldwide appreciation that
steelband music is cultural heritage”
said Mr. Roberts.

He explained that although the pro-
ject was still in embryonic stages,

bands from China. the United Kingdom

| 1s the envy

was some years ago and we al have a
good time.” Catelli also involve
themselves in a las’ lap competition
on Carnival Tuesday which is co-
sponsored by BWIA.

“We are all very happy with the
response from these activities.” To-
day the band will join David Rudder
and Charlie’s Roots down at Cha-
guaratnas in an all afternoon fete to
celebrate their respective victories.

It should be a fun-filled
for both parties — both of ‘whom ;
defied the odds and came away with
the winning colours from Carmval'f
1986.

Gerry “.Un‘cle Jem’”. Jemmot conuc;s. All Stars at' a. recent WORLD PAN FESTIVAL HERE S()(.)lﬂ9

and the Caribbean would allbsw‘

Arnim Smith, Pan- Tri 3 s

dent said that he had already
informal talks with the Prime
t?i: who expressed his mterest in
effort.

Organisations like the T
Board, BWIA Internationaly
Hoteliers Association along "ol
Government Ministries includi
tional Security, External Aff;
Industry and Commerce wi
ed to get involved.

Mr. Roberts said that the private
sector would also be called upon to
make their contribution to the pro-
ject.

“We have two years to plan and we
are hoping that we get support from
all areas with this venture’ he ended.
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