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The Chief Servant of UWI

ongratulations to Mr
Robert Bermudez, the
new UW1 Chancellor,
Wisnderful is the way
that | would describe the
statemenis made by Mr Bermu-
chex as he addressed the audience
M his inauguration on Saturday
kst at 5t Augustine, He has called
himsell Chief Servant of the Uni-
versity of the Wese Indies.

Among his other statements
Mr Bermudes saidd: =This Daaga
Auvditorium named in the mem-
ory of & rebelfious skwve brings to
e & ek of my tirme Makandal
Deaga, a man who chose o iden-
tify himsellas the Chicf Servant, a
description that resonstes decply
with me as it caprures what I be-
lieve good leadership te be”

The mention of Makandal
Daaga, just one year after his
death, should remind those who
knew him about his sccomplish-
ment.

For those who may mot know
the title Chiel Servamt was first
used by Tubal Uriah Butler.

Mo the time has comee for the
mathon to be given a compoehen-
sive understanding of what Chief
Servant Makandal Daaga had
acheved.

This would mean that the work
of two organisations that he
foumnded, Pegasus (1962) and NJAC
(1968}, should become more fa
milEr to the current generation.

Mr Bermusdes alse sald: =W}
st never forget our core par-
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pose, the education of our youth,
we cannot just produce certified
young people, we must produce
energised citizens with a soceal
conscienoe motivated to change
their world, the university must
encourage sfudent sctiviem, dis-
course on the issues of the day
and the frecdom to develop their
minds owiside of the serict con-
fines of thedr studies.”

Susch was senoe of wiiat Danga
imspired as a siudent leader.

Daaga {then Geddes Granger)
enbered UW in 1966, shorly after
e demitted office a5 Executive
Director of Pegasus and became
Presicdent of the Students Guild

o year later.

As President, the future Chicf
Servant's office wak ot the Guild
Hall, where the Daaga Audito-
Tiwm now stamnks,

The Lxte Keith Smith, then Pres-
ident of the Studemt’s Guild, re-
named the Guild Hall and called
it Doz Hadl because of the Chief
Servant’s role in placing UWT stu-
dents @t the coentre of Caribbean
lifie.

It ks incomrect to state that the
budlding was named for the 1Sth
Century hero, even though the
original Daaga certainly deserves
e accoknde.

Before it was burnt down in

1580 Guild Hall (Daaga Hall) was
the centre of student sctivity and
activism on the Campus,

It waes where stuclents met daily.

It housed the students cafe-
teria, the students” recreational
centre and it was the staging arca
for many student dances and per-
forming arts productions,

Ouatside the hall there was an
almond tree, which at one time
became the “Philosopher's Tree®
whre there were ongoing discus-
sions abour all the issues of the
day during student liming,

I 15058, Hroem thad iconic builkl-
ing, Dasga motvated the St Au-
gustine Student’s Guild to start
out-reach programmes such as
the John john Community Profect
where students taught Math, Eng-
ligh e History at 51 Paul SEreet.

Dianga bed discusshons regarding
the idea that the University is the
Studemt and that students should
be represented on all adminis
trtive bodies af LW such as the
Senabe, Coanal and Finamee aind
General Purpose Committees,

Im Angast 1968, student partici-
pation became instinutionalised at
an Inter Campus meeting of St
aents Cuildd Pregiclents.

Beside Diaga (51 Augustine],
the other two presidents were
Ralph Gomzahees (Mona) and Dar-
linggpomn Seith (Cave HIll),

The Chief Servant was there
during the 1967 CARIFTA debxte
between UW1 economists amd
local private sector.

In October 1968, Daaga led the
stedent’s demonsirtions when
the Jamaican government banned
D Walter Rodney from retuming
1o his post affer amending e
Black Writers Conference, Can-
acla

The mext vear Dasga bed mone
student’s demonsirations against
the British invasion of Anguilla.
He also led the protests against
the refusal of UWI to re-appoint
thie Guyaneze lecturer, Dr Clive
Thomas and Trinkdadian Dr An
drew Camachio,

Diagga and the stedents were
there during the bus strike,

Furthermore, when the West
Indisn governments hid virtwally
abandoned students who were
imprisoned in Montreal Canada
during the Sir George Williams
University maner, it was Daaga
who mobilised students to defend
thedr fellow West Indians,

As a direct consequence NJAC
was formed at the Guild Hall on
the 26th February 19565,

Mr Bermudesz has honoured the
Chief Servant Makamdal Daaga ap-
propristely.

I repeat that the new UWl
Chancellor bas stafed that Chiel
Servant is “a description thar
resonates deeply with me as it
caplures what 1 befieve good lead-
ership o be™
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