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ABSTRACT 

This study undertakes an analys is  of  the emergence,  

development and change o f  socia l  c lasses in  Tr in idad f rom the per iod 

of  Br i t ish s lavery to the Black Power confrontat ion in  1970.  I t  uses 

th is  analys is  as a basis for  examining the neo-colonia l  s tate and the 

var ious f ract ions of  c lasses which ex is t  in  the 1970-1980 p er iod.  I t  

assesses whether the work ing c lass has been assisted by i ts  leaders 

to develop a speci f ic  work ing c lass pol i t ica l  consciousness deemed 

necessary to e f fect  meaningfu l  change in  the society for  bet terment,  

socia l  just ice,  genuine independence and deve lopment.  

The study commences wi th an ident i f icat ion of  the nature of  

the socia l  s t ructure under s lavery,  and t races the modi f icat ions to 

that  s t ructure due to changes in  the mode o f  product ion dic tated,  in  

the main,  by imper ia l ism. Out o f  th is  analys is  evo lves the interp lay 

between the ro le of  c lasses in  the process of  product ion and the 

development of  c lass ideologies which are ref lected in the socia l  

inst i tu t ions created.  In Tr in idad,  the ex istence of  d i f ferent  ethnic 

groups at  the point  o f  product ion and the presence of  two major  ethnic 

sect ions of  the work ing c lass,  are seen as being used by the capi ta l is t  

c lass to enhance i ts  contro l  of  the society.  

The methodology used throughout  the study is  based in  the 

Marxist  t radi t ion which af fords greater  la t i tude and depth of  

examinat ion o f  the major  concern o f  the study:  that  is ,  the polar  

debate as to whether c lass format ion and c rysta l l izat ion have taken 



place suf f ic ient ly  in  colonia l  and n eo-colon ia l  societ ies to in f luence 

socia l  act ion,  or  whether th is  act ion is  more determined by ethnic and 

re l ig ious var iables.  Ut i l izat ion of  th is  methodology ident i f ies the 

pr imacy of  c lass-based act ions as determined by the ro les people p lay 

in  the process of  product ion.  I t  also points to the ru l ing c lass as 

generat ing e thnic host i l i ty  to susta in i ts  dominance over the society.  

Part  A consists of  three chapters.  The f i rs t  out l ines the 

approach to the work and at tempts an explanat ion of ,  and just i f icat ion 

for ,  the methodological  assumpt ions and techniques.  The second 

expla ins the theoret ica l  underpinnings which in form the analys is.  

Chapter  three prov ides an overv iew of  c lass format ion in  Tr in idad up 

to 1970.  Part  B conta ins f ive chapters.  This par t  out l ines the 

development o f  the s tate and local  capi ta l is t  c lass,  but  i t  is  

pr imar i ly  concerned wi th an analys is  of  the manner in  which the 

leaders o f  selected t rade unions,  po l i t ica l  par t ies and B lack 

Nat ional is t  groups acted,  and d i rec ted thei r  members to  act ,  in  

response to the contro l  of  the state for  secur ing capi ta l is t  in terests 

in  the 1970-1980 per iod.  

The f ind ings hold some value for  an apprec iat ion of  the 

st rategies and tact ics used by c lasses in  secur ing the i r  dominance.  

They a lso point  to the need for  conscious and co mmit ted leadership 

capable of  creat ing a more progressive and just  society.  


