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Carnival Symposium for UWI

Although the dust would have settled after the
parade of the bands, the discourse on Carnival
continues on March 2 and 3, with the sympo-
sium Memory, Politics and Performance in the
Trinidad Carnival Complex.

The event, hosted by the Cultural Studies Section of
the Department of Literary, Cultural and Communi-
cation Studies (UWTI), St Augustine, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Community Development, Cul-
ture and the Arts, examines the myriad ways that the
Carnival shapes, and is shaped by its environment.
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According to Dr Suzanne Burke, one of the
organisers of the symposium, the objective
is to “bring together the various Carnival
stakeholders including practitioners, poli-
cy-makers, researchers and entrepreneurs
to examine and discuss the importance of
Carnival to Trinidad and Tobago's devel-
opment.”

Just as important, she added, the sympo-
sium will serve as a vehicle to enhance the
‘voice’ of T&T’s academic community in
global discourses on the Trinidad Carnival.

A release said the symposium opens with
akeynote lecture and discussion on March
2, at the Auditorium of the Government

Campus Plaza on Richmond Street, Port-
of-Spain. The event, which is scheduled to
begin at 6 pm, will feature Dr Keith Nurse
who will speak on Bacchanlia and the Po-
litical Economy of Governance in the T&T
Carnival.

Dr Nurse is Senior Fellow at the Sir Ar-
thur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic
Studies and the World Trade Organization
Chair at the University of the West Indies.
He has published and served as a consultant
on a broad range of topics including: trade
policy, aid for trade, Diasporas, creative
economy, tourism, innovation governance,
global value chains and climate change.

The all-day symposium on March 3 will
take place on Daaga Hall Auditorium at
UWI, St Augustine. Panel discussions will
embrace topics such as Carnival, Politics
and Identity; Gender Performativity and
Sexuality in Carnival; Pedagogical Ap-
proaches to Carnival Arts Performance;
and Carnival and Memory.

For further information on registration to
attend, contact the organisers at: carnival-

facebook page.



