ABSTRACT

This study outlined the Iistory of Drug use, tracing this from
early civilizations to the 20th Century, and high-}ighting
;vailable data from the West Indies,
| Then followed the survey of 1,585 students in
| secondary schools in Ilingston and St. Andrew, This was con—
ducted by questionnaires and such factors as the students!
personal experience and lmowledge of drugs and their attitudes
to drug use were elicited,

The results indicated that students' !mowledge of
drugs was limited, particularly alout drugs such as LSD, heroin
and amphetamine, which are relatively well—!mown or publicized
in the Uhited'States. |

Curiosity was the commonest reason for drug use in the
student population. This was supported by the finding that after
the initial experience, less than half of the samplé continued -
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to use the drug.
A review of Drug Education prograrmes and some

recoumendations for the Jamaican population completed the study,



