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Chancellar, Michael Unthony’s literary career in fiction and
histony spans nearly five decades.

Barn into a working class family in 1930 in Mayaro, a
small wwal village in scuth-eastewn JFuinidad, without the
eppertunity to attend a secondany ochool, far less a
univensity, Michael Unthony dreamt of becaming a witer.
During apprenticeship in the inon foundry of the Peinte-a-
Piewwe oil refineny he camposed peetry (some pubilished in
lacal papers ) and start stories. By 1954, ke was in England
— an exile like Selvon, Lamming, Naipaul and thers.
Employed in factories, he presewed his creativity undimmed
by the dark satanic mills. Fte continued to wnite shoxt stories
and by 1955 he was veading on the BBC's Caribiiean Veices,
continuing as a wegulon centribiutor until the programme
came to an end in 1958. Encouraged by his pubilister, fe
produced fis fivst novel, The Games Weve Coning, in 1963.

Unlife so many of his coblleagues, Michael Unthany
neturned hame, and has spent nearly six decades of his Cife
in his awn countwy, a prafessional uviter. From time ta time




he has contvibiuted to Cueative Whiting courses at The
Univewsity of the West Indies and in the United States, and
has been fundamental to the definition and presentation of
Carilibiean culture, as in Cuicket irn the Road (1973), and
Folh Tates and Fantasies (1974 ). Novels of the siaties, like
Tthe Year in San Fewnande and Greern Days by the River,
bave lecome otaple litevary fare for Conibibean childuen
thuough oelection as examination texts. (nother of cur cwn
fine umnitens, Merle Fadge, fias testified that they fire intenest
eummw&wtcmtwadm—paﬁwpo &ecauoet&eywﬂect
childhoed, what Professon Ken Ramchand early identified
as an open consciousness. Michael Unthony projects the
poychalagical pewspective of an unfouned and curious
cansciousness with heightened awaneness of present, vather
than past ox future. This present is full of fresh uncensored
landscape and bustling community, feverish with the crackle
of Cburning cane, with gossip, seduction, avarice, but
imesistibly warm with compassion and vitality.

More necently, the histony of his country has pewaded
includes nouvels, like Figh Tide of Jntvigue (2001), and
histony, like Histarvical Landmails of Fed of Spain
(2003). Fowever, sa far from sharing Thomas Carlyle’s
mneteentﬁcelmvty,deﬁmtwnaﬁﬁwtmy,ao“adwtt&auanaﬁ
wunour,” Michael nthony’s non-fiction waerk is grounded
newspaper oounces. Jndeed, his Histevical Dictionavy of
Tuinidad and Jebage is lauded by Prafessan Bridget
Breneton, as an “aboclutely indispensabile” neference work.
JIn particubar, he has made history accessible - to young
weadens, ( Frafile Tunidad, and Fevees of the Teaple af
Tuinidad and Tabage) — ta visitons ( Glimpses of Triridad
and Tebiage and Fistavical Landmarks of Fent of Spair)
and to the geneval public (through histarical series in Jtte




Jhere is one sense in which his cencept of history
pethaps approaches Emenson’s: “There is propedy ne
histony; only Giography.” Michael Unthony has made an
invaluable contribiution te Canibbean histeny, collecting,
assembiling and decumenting eur own secial, pelitical and
having hened a new dimension of Caribliean histeriography
and pueduced intewnationally acclaimed fiction, thus
weconstuucting and seintexpreting eur Caribibiean past.

Chancellon, J present Mr. Michael Unthony and ask
of The University of the West Indies you confer on bim the
degiee of Doactor of Letters, fornaris causa.
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