ABSTRACT,

saplos ol fishos caught, with traps and/or lines, at
e Port fioyal reefs, o the nowth znd south Jamaica shelf, at St., John,
Yirgin Islands, on varicus oceanic banks and on thio Honduran~Nicaraguan
shell during 1987 €0 1975 werc aanlyced.  The length, weight, sex and

gorad activity of tie fishes wore uoted and scales and otolith 15 Were
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ollected for asc dotcrminations. Srasonnl and developmental changes
in the gonads were bhoned on mac coplc examinsotiions. Spawvning of
SrOUpeT speclos vas generslly restricted to the first half of the year
it cnappers quld jacks vero Tound with ripe gonads all year round,

curmmating an sxionde 1 sprwming sessern.  Lze and growih determinntions
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from otolithy sud seales yielded poor resulis and in most ingtances
Lengih~Trequoncy distributions were used to eotimate growth ratos,

Tot:l annual mortality cotimates (g) aerived from length-frequency

distributions wers Ligh and o waged from 7% - 99 por cent, Trap and line
coteh gompositions aud cateh rates ore presented for the najor fishing

grounds “ﬂﬂpled 112 speeies ol Iish 114 crustaceans were caught on the
Port Loyal roofs., & sinilar number of specles was caught with treps on
ocernie banks and line eatchos inelu'co a mavirmm of 40 - 50 species.

the comuercislly importan gnecies vary markedly in maximmm size and
Vody chape. Any regulat coxy measures shevefore, involving mesh size or
eccape gaps will have t¢ bo o compromice, appropriately veighted,
sceording to the relantive scenomio inportancce and relative abundance of
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The Jaralecan commercisl fishery is described briefly,



