
US honours Ellie Mannette for his contribution to pan
By SEAN NERO Mft^rY ̂ A oCk^° we have in the island of Trinidad (and To-

f-/L L° 4? x-c\V\\'v\^ bago) - steelband - and happy to the mag-
PANpioneerElliot "Ellie" Mannette yester- nitude which the Endowment could accept

it," an elated Mannette said.
He continued, "It is not only a step for

Ellie Mannette, but a step for the steelband."
He also chided the TT Government for

not including pan on the curriculum in the
schools.

US First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton,
delivering a very brief feature address said
she wanted to be there in person to wish the
honourees best wishes from US President
Bill Clinton. She was thankful for the lifetime
which brought them to the award, and the
contributions they have made to the com-
munities and their countries.

"You are us," she said, "You are the great
American us."

"You represent the traditions, the cul-
tures, the diversity of who we are as Ameri-
cans. Whether they cross the earth's great
ocean's, or were born on the great plains,
the traditions and the artists we celebrate
today tell us the story of America," Mrs
Clinton continued.

The First Lady said the American story is
heard in the drums of Haiti, of India, of
Trinidad and in the jigs and reels of Ireland,
and the soulful songs of gospel and the
syncopated rhythms of taps to name a few.

Mannette lamented that the American
people really accepted the steelband as a
fine culture and they make use of it all year
round. "While it is heard at Carnival and
laid low for the rest of the year in Trinidad
and Tobago, the US makes a big thing
about pan every day of every year."


