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I am deeply upsei znd griev:d alcag with those who hold

dear the Grenada Revol-t'or that “he c¢='3iec fn the revolution

reached the point yesterday when Comrade Maurice Bishop and
several others who had been leaders of the revolution were shot

and killed. I am deeprly uvset at Méuricé's death because he was
ny §ersona1 friend and political associate in the progressive
movement for over 13 years, during which we chared many experiences
and ideas - experiences like in 1972 when he and I and other lea-

ders of the young anti-imperialist movement in the region at that thic
time, we met in St. Lucia to discuss 9w bHest we e¢ould enatribute
to strengthening the pecrle's struggle agairst imperialism.
Experiences, like in 197& when I personalily, ca his and Bernard's
request when they were i1 the parliameatary opposition, introduced
them to our then Prime Minister, Michael Manléy, so that they
might bring him up to dcte on the atrocitieé qf the reactionary
Gairy government. Experiences like in 1982 when WPJ was the only
Party who welcomed Mauri.r tc Jamazica, he askéd_me to come down to Q@cheo
Ocho Rios to discuss with him how to beat baqk»the efforts of the

Seaga government to ge: Bishop aiad Grenada out of CARICOM™.

Myself and Maurice and tte other leaders of the Grenada
Revolution developed ind shared t:gether many ideas about how to
b;ing about fundamental changs in the Caribbean, The idea, for
example, that every pcaceful means had to be tried in order to bring
about fundamental chcnge to benefit the masses and only if the
peaceful road was: blocked and the masses of the pecple were ih
support won1ld revoluticruiry formee be aopropriate. The idea of
ensuring that our respz:ctive ~ountries' ecomomic Hevelopment

wrez ahead independently of imperidiisut and in close relationship



with world socialisﬁ} Most of ali, Maurice and I and the other
leaders of the Greﬁaéian revolﬁtion ghared the view that the
development of our individuai partiz., tha WPJ and the NJM, had to
break with the Caribbean tradition of dependence on one man and had to
to be an example inside the party of the kind of real participation,
the kind of effective majtoritv rvle wh'-h we were and are dedicated
tc tuild in the work centrés, i1 the communities, in the educational
institutions. Without préctising within Qur parties the working
ciass demﬁcfacy we preached vutside our parties, we were clear

that this would not only mark us as hynocrites, but lead to our
revolutionary parties becomiug no Jififerent from the reactionary

and reformist parties where the liader iz higger than the party and

where the party therefore is unot strengthening its members to lead

m

the building of grass rouwt democrucy, in our cocuntPies.

I want to emphas se, bagcd cn 13 yeers of association, that
up until the recent ever’s, Cde Maurice Bi:chop accepted and applied
.the principles that no <2 men 1ig Ligzds i(tan the majority in the
party leadership and 'a :th: pavty; accepted and applied the
principle that the womeut this happenzd, the moment that one man
becomes bigger, the pa7:5 vevta booome naable co lead grass root
democracy and grass roow dumocracy woulu o5 backways to capitalist
‘democracy. Maurice, as much as anybody, recognized that the Greﬁada
Revolution and its achizvencnts were not the work om any one man,
but of the NJM and of :he Pesple's Revolutionary Government.
On the invitaticn of the New Jewel Movement, cur party, for its
part, from before and after the revolucion, has always tried to
help the Grepadian parcty build up and sirenziher the Grenadian trade

unions, build up and :strengther mass crgonisations, the economy.

I and the Worke e Pa-ty s+11il stand on this principle, which
is bigger than me, which is bigger than our pzrty, which is bigger
than any personal frieandship, bocause without this principle, there
can be no revolutionary proceses in the fnterest of the brcad

masses of thez peopie.



As ?ou would have noticad, neither myself nor the Workers
Party paQé made ény publiic statement u» until now because up until
now and contiauing at ithe presant time, there are éonflicting
répo;ts aﬁd we believed and still believe that the Grenadian
peopie, the Grenadian party and the 3renadian 1eaderé, ;re the main

ones to settle any problems in thae ircnsdlar revelution.

However, we are making a st:cement 12w, and made one yesterday,
because we believe that a dangevocis ziimate is being built up
which can lead to intervention of ourside forces in the revolution
which can lead to more bloodéhed, mnd because we believe that the

people myz* hear our views since ‘uey are h=2atring everybody else's.

Tte people must know that from rhe dezision of the New Jewel
Movement was taken in the last weck of Sercember that theré/Ehould
be joint leadership of thedir party. I @ rsonaliy made it known to
Maurice, to Bernard auilﬁo “her ~*ner l:ai=2¢s that I and the WPJ
would be willing to assist in wuyway 3-quésted by them, in the
problems their Party waz facing. In this regard I spoke
sepérately to both Bernerd Coard and Mauric: Bishop on September the
23rd who urged that I tike the next flight to Grenada. It was
even agreed that because this would rave maaat overn?ghting in
Barbados, they would send Cont Je Maurice'e private plane for:me on
Sunday the 25th so as ©o be able to get int) Grenada that same
Sundaf evening. Howevaer, this did not prow poésible. I arrived
in Grenada on Monday the 26th of September, and ﬁnfoftunately, just
.as Mauricevwas leavinz. I could onliy stay ﬂfil Tueaday the
27th of September and therefore I =2culd nci speak with him
personélly. Again, iater, on Sunday the 9t: of October, I sent
a personal note to Comrade Maurics stating that I was available
to assist in any way that they requested it helping to solve the
internal party crisis. Up until last nig.t, I was in telephone
contact witﬁ Cheddi Jagan - prior :c¢ zny itiowledge of the death
of Comrade>Bishop - discussing ways in which we might personally

assist in bringing about a pzaceful reso0lv.ion of the crisis.



Moreover, in order to get the most up to date eye-witness account,
I on behalf of our Party, urgently recalled our senior pnarty

1

representative in Grenada, who has been there on the invitation of
the government of Grenada, to give & first-~hand account of developments

preceding yesterday’'s events.

We are nov satisfied fron this zccount that the Central
Committee of the New Jewel Movement »nt forward every possible
formula of compromise, including one in which Comrade Bishop would
remain as Prime Minister, as Commauder-in-Chief of the army, and
retain all his ministries, whilst Comrade Coard would be made
leader of the Party. We are now satisfied that some formula along
those lines would have preserved the revolution and its pnrincipnles
at the samebtime as avoid bloodshed ™"ad some version of them been
accepted prior to the forcibie freeing of Comrade Maurice and

the » orming of Fort Rupert.

Concerning the killiings themselves m there are two clear  and
contradictory accounts : The firgt account is fhat provided by
the Commander of th=z aurmy, Genesal Anziou, jhi:h 3aid that up until
the last moment, the army was instructed to fire‘over the heads
of.the people, that Comrade Maurice and the crowd broke into the
armoury at Fort Rupert, discuibutcd avmc o cheir supporters,
fired the first shots killing two soldiers, despite attempts at
peaceful solution, and then at that point the soldiers stormed the
barracks, Comrade Maurice was shot and killed. If this acaeount
is correct - and our party has some independent confirmation
of its accuracy - thern it is difficult to see what else the party
leadership and the army could have done in the circumstances.
If, on the other hand, the account of the widow of Bain is correct,

that Comrade Maurice and others were executed, without trial,
without a chance of being heard - then such an execution could not be
condoned by our workers paicy. What ! ‘tlear from eye-witness reports

is that a pitched battle took place at Fort Rupert.



At this moment, however, the revoluticn and all the benefits
that it has won for the people in terms of reducing unemployment,
in terms of strengthening trade union rights, building up grass
roots popular democracy ~ is in grave danger -~ first and foremost
from outside intervention. The United Sr:t:s.ﬁove:nment has said
that there is no evidence of threat to its nationals and ciitizens
in Grenada, but the US Government added that conditions could

change rapidly.

We call on thaf‘édministration to avoid any temptation of
stirring up counterrevolution and further, confusion inside the
country to justify intervention under the pretext of protecting its
American nationals. The government of Seaga and of Adams which
viciously hounded Bishop during his life and ruthlessly attacked
the people's revolution, are now hypoecritically shedding
crocodile tears and are using Bishop's death for their own purposes -
to attack the revolution, to forget the geainsg - which this revolu-
tion and any other genuine revolution, despite the inevitable

difficulties - brings to the masses of the neople.

Let us remember that the road of elections does not guarantee
against bloodshed as we in Jamaica experienced in 1980 when 800 of
our brothers and sisters were killed, in the same way that the road
of revolution does not necessari.y mean bloodshed as the Grenadian
revolution and revolutions in otaer parts of the world have been

proving up until now.

In the light of the current situation, the Workers Party of
Jamaica calls on the Revolutionarr Military Council to
publish regionally and internatiorally as many eye~-witness accounts
of exactly what happened at Tort Ruipert yesterday. Further, we call
on all outside governments - particilarly those of President Reagan,
Prime Minister Seaga and Adams - to refrain from interfering in any
shape or form in ther internal affairs of Grenmada. The Grenadian

people have with great difficulty solved their problems in the

pagt zn their own and wuet he “""~r 4 to 43 ~» ave =wad in th



For our part, the Workers Party of Jamaica supported the
Grenadian revolution in the past, and shall continue to support it
in the present and in the future; so long as this people's
revolution continues policies and programmes to benefit the
masses and so long as everything peoecsible is done to avoid
violence against innocent and ordinary Grenadian people.

We call on all conscious workers, farmers, youth and other
small people not to allow yourself to be bowled over by the anti-

s and to
communist and anti-revolutionary hysteria/which those who are not
clear will fall victim. Most of all, whatever our views we
must reject outside interference in Grenada's intermnal affairs.

Our Party will make further statements as more facts become
clear and as the situation developsQ

In the slogan of the Grenadian Revolution =—~-=-

FORWARD EVER ! BACKWARD NEVER !
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