
PRESS STATEMENT PRESENTED BY DR. TREVOR ~U NROE, GENERAL SECRETARY, 

WORKERS PARTY OF JAMAICA, TO P RESS COS FERENCE ON THE CURRENT 

SITUATION IN GRENADA. OCTOBER 20, 1983. 

I am dee p ly u ·pse t .,:·,_d ::; r i e v :;J a l o .1g wi th those who hold 

dear the Grenada R~ ·.' o :!. ·: t ~o r. t hat ~h ;; c:7 ·'3'!.r. !. n the revolution 

reached the point yesterday when Co mrade Maurice 8is-op and 

several others who had been leade~s of the revolution were shot 

and killed. I am deeply unset at M~urice's ~eath because he was 

my personal friend and political asso c iat~ in the progtessive 

movement for over 13 years, d~rin g ~hich we s hared Many experiences 

and ideas - experiences like in 1972 when he a nd I a nd other lea-

ders of the young anti-imperialist move ment in the re~ion at that thi~ 

time, we met in S t . Luci.1 to cl iscus s '.-1:rw ½e st we i: a uld c-ontril>u.te 

to stre n gthening t h e peo ple ' s s t r u g g l e a g a t ~ s t i mperi alism. 

Exp e rienceb, like in 197 8 wh e n I per o o~a l ly , c~ his and qernarJ's 

request when they were i~ the p arliamentary opposition, introduced 

thEm to our th e n Prime Minist e r, Mi chae l Man liy, so that they 

might bring him u p t o d c te on the atrocities of the reactionary 

Gairy government. Expe r ienc. 2 s Ltke in 1982 when WPJ was the only 

Party wbo welcomed Maurl .:~ tL J a~ai ca , he as k ed me to come down to Och ~ 

Ocha Rios to discuss wit h him how to be a t back the efforts of the 

Seaga g overnment to ge t Bishop a ~d Grenada out of CARICO~ . 

Myself and Ma n rice and tr.e other leaders of the Grenada 

Revolution c:eveloped .rn<l shared t ·,' gethe t· many ideas about how to 

bring about fundament a l chang e in 1be Caribbean. The idea, for 

example, that every p ~aceful meacs ha d to be tried in order to bring 

about fundamentai ch &nge to benPfit t he ma s se s and only if the 

peaceful road was~ blocke f an d the m~ sses of the people were i~ 

support wo 11 ld • r e volutior. n· y fo~e € b P B? pro priat~. The idea of · 

ensuring that our resp ~ctive c ount ries' economic development 

w~e ~ ahead independent ly oi l mp~ r id ~i s u aud in close relntionship 
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with world sociali sm. M,st o f a l l , ~au r ic e a nd I and the other 

leaders of the Grenadian revo l u t ion s h ared t he vi ew that the 

development of our individual p2 r t i~ ,. , ~h2 WPJ ~n d th ~ NJ~, had to 

break with the Caribb ea n tr a dition of dependence on one man and had to 

to be an example inside the pa rty of th e ~ i nd of real participation, 

the kind of effective ma j o rit y ~D 1 £ ¥ ~~ •. h we were and are dedicated 

to l u.ild in the work ce nt:re s, il'. c:l1e comi:nuni ties, in the educational 

institutions , With out practising wi t h in our p arties the working 

class democracy we prea1heJ 0 uts i~2 o u r pa rties, we were clear 

that this would not onl y rear k us as hyooc r i t e s, but lead to our 

revolutionary µarties becomi 1:g no Ji fiere n t from the reactionary 

and reform i st parties ~her e the ] Lade r i a h i gge r tha n the party an d 

where the party there f or e is not s~re n ; th s n ing its members to lead 

t h e b u i 1 di n g o f g r a s s r o 1., t d e i-:J o c r "'· c :,' , :i. r: ,::, r·. r c o ;1 n t r :l e s . 

I want t o e mp has : se . b a~~d e n 1 3 ye Lr s of a ssociation, that 

up until the re cent e v en -<--s , Cd. e ¾au r tce BL: h op accepted and applied 

. the p r in c i p 1 e 3 t h.::.. t n o , • ·-" 1:.-12. ::: i .s i.. :1. ri ;.~ _ ; • d<; r: t h c m £< i o r i t y in the 

p a r t y 1 ea de r s h i p a rr d -~ :.., ~ h , _ P ,--, r t y ; accept e d an d app lied the 

principle that the ~ oc2 L ~. th~ ~ happe~ed, t h e mone nt that one man 

be CO mes b::. gs s ::· \ !.: h C p "' : ': "/ r 7 0 t= 1_ ci b - ~ ·.~ m ;l 1 !\l & b 1 e C O 1 ea d gr as s r O O t 

democracy and grass r oo: de mocrac y wo clu s~ backways to capitalist 

'democracy. Md ur ice, a s mu ch a s a nyb ody, re~ognized th~t the Grenada 

Revblution arid its ach i svcmc nts we r e not the work on any one man, 

but of the NJM a nd of chc Pe 1ple's R~vol u ti onary Government. 

On the invitat io n o f t·he New Jewel Movement, c u r pa r ty, for its 

part, from bef o re gnd a f ter t h 3 r~v o l u cion, ha ~ alway s tried to 

help the Grenadian pa ~ ty buil d up a ~ d stren3chen the Grenadian trade 

unions, build up and :; trengt h e r. m~;Js crg :: ni s ati ons , the_ economy. 

I and the Work E 7 e Pe. :· t y s ':: i U. s t an d on th i s p r inc i p 1 e , w hi ch 

is bigger th an ~e, wh ich i s bi f gcr th &n our p ar ty, which is bigger 

than any persona l fri.e: rds h ip, b1\cau s2 ·:,,;ritn.o u t this p rinciple, there 

can be no revolut i on ~ry pro c ess ln the intrr 9 s t of the broa d 

masses of the people. 
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As you would have noticad , n e i t h e r mys el f nor the Qbrkers 

Party ~av~ m~de any pub l ic s t a te me nt u p u n t i ! now because up until 

now and conti a uin g at t he o r e sen t t i~c , t h e r e a re conflicting 

repo~ts and we believed a nd s t i ll b e l i e ve t hat the Grenadian 

people, the Grenadian party and t h e Jren a d i a n lea<lers, ar~ the main 

ones to settle a ny pr oblems in th ~ ; rcn~ d ~ ~~ r e vcJ u tion. 

However, we ar e mak~nR a st : ~em e n c ~~ w , a n d made one yesterday, 

beeause we believe t h at a dac g e r ots ~! i ma t e i s being built up 

wh i ch can lead to int e r v e n tio n of ou t s i de ~o rces in the revolution 

which can lead to mo r E: b l oo ds h ed , rn d bec e u se we be l ieve that the 

people mu r; ': he a r our vi ews BinC: e ',1f'y a r e h e,n i ng eve rybody else's. 

Tr.e people must k n ow t ha t Lc om t h e dP. -: i's ion ·o:f the New Jewe 1 

. •. ' ,i 

Movement was tak•n in t he l a s t we ~k o i Se ~cember t h at there should 

be joint leadership of t he i r p a : t y . I i · r s o a ally made it known to 

Maurice, to Ber na rd a Ld t 0 ~h er ~~ h e r l ~a : ~rs t hat I and t h e WPJ 

would be WLlling to a s si Gt i n 2n y~ay 1 ~ 7a6 ~ted by them, in the 

proble~s their Party was facin g . In t hi s ~e ~ard I spoke 

separately to both Bern ~rd Coard and Ma ur ic r Bisho p on September the 

23rd who urged that I t 1.k e t he n e x t f li Rh t t o Gr ~nada. It was 

even a g reed that because th i s wo ul d ~ a ve ~ 2 au t overn ~ghtin g in 

Barbados, the y woul d se n d Co rn -~e Ma u .ci c e ' s p rivat e ol a.: ne for me on 

Sunday the 25th so as t o b e a ble _ t o get int, Grenada that same 

Sunday evening. Howev2 r, t h is d id n ot ' pr o·/ , p ossible. I ~rrived 

in Grenada on Mond a y t he 26t h o f Sep t e mb e r, an d unfortunately, 1ust 

as Maurice was leavin 5 . I cou ld o nl y stay 1t il Tuesday the · 

27th of September and therefore I c o u ld n o ~ i pe a k with him 

personally. Again, l a ter , on Sunday t he 9t .1 of October, I sent 

a personal note to Comrade Ma u ric e s t a t~ ng Lhat I was available 

t'l assist in any way that the y r eq :: e s t e d -f r help ing to solve the 

internal party crisis. Up until la s t rii g ':i ! , I was in tele{)hone 

contact with Cheddi Jagan - prior :: c .:. ny \ ·:owledge of t he death 

of Comrade Bishop - discussin g way s in whir~ we might personally 

assist in brin i ing about a ~ 8 aceful r 0 3ol ~ ~\ on of the cr i sis. 
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Moreover, in order to get the mosl up to date eye-witness account, 

I on behalf of our Party ~ urgently rec a lled our senior party 

representative in Gr~nadas who h as be e n ther e on the invitation of 

the government of Grenada, t o gi v e & ~i rs t-hand account ~f developments 

preceding yesterday 1 s events. 

We are now satisfi e d f r or, t h i s c:. ~c. oun ;: that the Central 

Committee of ·the New Je wel "'-'Iovement ?'l t f o--ward every possible 

formula of compromise , includi ~g one in which Comrade Bishop would 

remain as Prime Minister, as Comma n der-in-Chief of the arroy, and 

retain all his min!stries, whils t Comrade Coard would be made 

leader of the Party . We are no w satisfied that some formula along 

those lines would have preserved t h e revolution and its principles 

at the same time as avoid bloodsh e d ' Hcd some version of them been 

accepted prior to the forcible freeing of Comrade ~aurice and 

the b ormin g of Fort Rupert. 

ConcPrning the kil 7 i n go themselve s - t h ere are two clear , and 
• ' 

contradict6ty accounts The fir s t accoun t is that provided by 

the last moment, the ar my was instru c t ed to fir e over the heads 

of the people, t hat Com r ad e Mau~ice and the crowd broke into . ~he 

armoury at Fort Ruper i: , :li st ,: ibut ._,J a ru1s c ..> ~r1 eir supporters, 

f~red the first sho ts killing . two s o ldiers , despite attempts at 

peaceful solution, and then at that point the soldiers stormed the 

barracks, Comrade Maurice was shot and killed. If this acoount 

is correct - and our party has some i ndependent confirmation 

of its accuracy - the r it is difficult to see what else the party 

leadership and the ar~y could have do n e in the circumstances. 

If, on the other hand, the accoun t of th e wiiow of Bain is correct, 

that Comrade Maurice and others were e xecut~d, without trial, 

without a chance of b e in g hc ar rl - t h e n such an execution could not be 

condoned by our· workers p n 1:t y . r-rhat 1:lc nr fron e ye-witness reports 

is that a pitched battle tooi place at Fort Rupert. 
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At this moment , however, the revolut i an and all the benefits ' ,, 

that it has won for t h e people i n te r ma of r e ducing unemployment, 

in terms of strengthening tr a de unio n r i ghts , b uilding up grass 

roots popular democracy - is i n grave da n ger - first and forem6st 

from outside intervention. Th e Un ited St Gt~s Go ve =nme n t has said 

that there is no evide Qce o f t hr e a t t o i t s n a t ~onals and ciliz-ns 

in Grenada, but the US ) Governme n t ad ded t h at conditions could 

change rapidly. 

We call on that administiatioh to ·~void any temptation of 

stirring up counterrevolution and f urt h er 1 conf us ion inside the 

country to justify intervention unde r the pr e tex t of protectin~ its 

American nationals. The government o f Se ag a a nd of Adams w_hicb 

viciously hounded Bishop during his li fe a nd r u t h lessly attacked 

the people's revolution ~ ar e now hypocrit i cally shedding 

crocodile tears and are usin g Bis h op vs de at h f or their own purposes -

to attack the revolution, to for ge t the gains - which this revolu­

tion and any other genuine revol u tio n, desp ite t h e inevitable 

difficulties - brin gs to the mass es of t h e ? e ople. 

Let us remember th a t t he r o ad o f e le ctions does not guarantee 

against bloods h ed as we i n J ama i c a ex perienced in 1980 when 800 of 

our brothers and sist e rs were ki ll e d, i n t h e same way that the road 

of revolution does net n e cessari ly mean bloo ds h ed as the Grenadian 

revolution and revo l utions in other pa rts o f t h e world have been 

proving up until now. 

In the light of t he current situa t ion~ t he Workers Party of 

Jamaica calls on the Revolutionar7 Mi litary Council to 

publish regionally and internatiot all y a s many eye-witness accounts 

of exactly what happened at For t Rt pe rt yes ter d ay . Further, we call 

on all outs i de governments - partic~l a r l y tho se of President Reagan, 

Prime Minister Seaga and Adams - to re fr ain fro m interfering in any 

shape or form in the r internal aff al rs o f Grenada. The Grenadian 

people have wit h g re at difficulty solve d their problems in the 

:I t D :i ) ,. ,-, i.1 • , .- " n :1 i r, t '• 
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For our part , the Worke r s Pa r t y o f Jamaica supported the 

Grenadian revolution in t h e p a s t , and s hall continue to support it 

in the present and in the future , so lon g as this people vs 

revolution continues policies a n d pro grammes to benefit the 

masses and so long as ever y t h i ng possible is done to avoid 

violence against innocent and o rdinar y Gr e n a dian people. 

We call on all con s ciou s wor ke rs , f armers, youth and other 

small people not to allow yoursel f t o be bowled over by the anti­
a nd to 

communist and anti-revoluti onar y hyster ia /which th o se who are not 

clear will fall victim. Most of all , whatever our views we 

must reject outs.ide interference in Grenada 1 s internal affairs. 

Our Paity will make furth e r statements as more facts become 

clear and as the situation develo p s . 

In the slogan of the Grenadi an Revolution - - ---

FORWARD EVER V I BACKWARD NEVER 
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