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rises a few

ducer, not e

- much pressure was

| the Mexican team — even
' the President attended the

— e -

games.

Once every four years,
some country wins the
bid t&yhrgst a (\;Noﬂd Cug
or pic Games
tremendous surge of
tourism and related
economic activity builds
up to the climatic event
but benefits continue to
radiate long afterwards.
Countries like Mexico
and South Korea caj ital-
ise on the benefici
pects of the spectawiar
and build up an inter-
national image and audi-
ence.

The importance of this
World Cup event to the
Mexican economy in
these times of fallmg oil
prices is second only to
its importance as a vehi-
cle for building national
pnde opumlsm and con-

tator sport llke foom'

Carnival, calypso
steelband are the
sources of our well de-
served reputation for
creative, unpredictable,
authentic cle.
What Brazil is to foot-
ball, Trinidad and Tobago
is to Carnival: Notting-
hill, New York’s Labour
Day, Caribana ‘and sever-
al Caribbean clones de-
rive their inspiration
from Trinidad Carnival.

Foreign Exchange

Yet, our tourism po-
tential has not been de-
veloped much less ex-
ploited; the number of
visitors marginally de-
clined in 1985 over 1984 In
spite of this, tourism
earns an estimated TT
$500 million in foreign ex-
change each year.

The im of
tourism to the Cenn;)al
Bank can be guaged Y
the absence of any speci-
fic reference to it in the
annual report of the Cen-
tral Bank for the year
ending December
1985. It is lumped w1th
hotels and guest houses,
education, community
services and personal ser-
vices to show a 1.1 per
cent decline in 1985, a
year in which the econo-
my as a whole declined by
6.3 per cent.

In 1986, in my opinion,
the fourth successive an-
nual decline in gross dom-

ic product can be ex-
pected at between eight
and ten for the economy
as a whole.

For a long time the
effect of tourism policy

couraging as
few as possible to visit.
}'j‘or_ this reason,

Argentina and
West Germany to the final
of the 1986 World Cup. As a
direct result, the hoﬁel oc-
cupan: ratio in exico
g ints, and mil-
lions Ofbéllo ars rgonlal flow
into a eague oil pro-
Sl Trinidad
and Tobago. No wonder so
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‘I have a dream that

some day Carnival,
steelband, calypso
will blossom and find
in our own country |

a place in the sun’

eral unprofitable hotels
such as Crown
Chacacabana andFarrell
M L
port ties to
gmrtaemanmal standards
at Crown Point, Piarco
Scarbmmgh It has
nots:mphﬁed procedures
for enu? person or
t has not re-
solved the traffic conges-
tion in the East/West
Corridor.

Finally, it has not or-
ganised and commer-
cialised Carnival to the
point where it can at-
tract a large inter-
national audience.

Reporter: Mr Carilee,
how did enjoy your
el whatyomntherea Ccz:ur
nival in o
lit island, Trinidad and

Tobago?
Mr Carilee (bitterly):
Expensive hotels, bad
16-hour

And not a steel-

to be heard on the

streets Carnival Monday

and Tuesday. Sad too
bad!

And that there is the
essence of the tourist di-
lemma: how to turn a
bitter carilee into a
sweet sugar plum?

Recent policy an-

my favourite d

that cater to recrea-
tional and leisure ac-
tivities. There is also an
ambivalence about tour-

ism which can be traced

to the well-held belief of
the late Prime Minister
that tourism is a some-
what menial occupation.
There is no shortage of
rooms in Trinidad, not if
you count Chacacabana,
the Convention Centre,

m‘f""é“aipa“#”“&“r:.?x

Ranch Kapok, Hﬂton
Hohday Inn and a dozen
houses and

Deep Sea F'shmg

There is no of
recreational facilities
either, not if you count
tennis courts, swimming
pool, golf course, -
nasium, sea 3

skiing, sno foot-
ball -fields, all .at Cha-
guaramas. Ablmdanﬂy
rich in en

most important
the wheel, but a
benefactor and benefi-
ciary in the integration
of coordinated tourism
development in T&T.
What then is the

’layaway pan

cles which

the
Carnival.

impede the

of the steelband -

uymentof

' epitomised the steel-
i

Mobility is a major im-
pediment. A steelbaml is
as large as three
nosaurs and aboutaschf-
ficult to move.

va season,

In this
are costive and finding it
difficult to ease out the
little cacada that they
normally supply.
ival venues have

necessary
kﬁ out-lived their
For instance,

the Savannah and down-
town Port-of-Spain suffer
from problems of access,
acoustics, and vision: se-
negotiation of the

cannot

It just cannot work. If
we want steelband back
m Carnival, we just have

tﬁe format.

the steelband at Carniv-
al to the National
Stadium and Jean Pierre
Complex. Two problems
spring immediately to
mind — structural entry
and exit limitations and
pmbabie damage of the
playing surfaces.

Panorama Finals

" The first calls for an
soluuon

ﬂ\esoopeoftodays'

article; the second may
be resolved by replacing
the natural turf by an
artificial surface. The
Savannah will thank you
for this because the

-same amount of

there, where it really be-
longs.

2. Move the Panorama
finals from Carnival
Saturday to Carnival
Sunday.

3. Let Panurama bmld
up to its exum;g
but on Carni
night. Straight fmm the
Stadium the bands flow
onto the Audrey Jeffers
Highway on J'Ouvert
mormng to mark the

of Carniv-
al and the
steelband.

aroundtheAudrey Jef-
fers way into a
steelband oasis with pan
theatres dotted around
alandscapedpark Let

sea%r“:'lum run riot a4
t. promenade «-

serenade by the sonorous
wbmnom of the steel-
band, the bay atwinkle
with the lights of yachts
and cruise ships at an-

tators, mingle
thebandspass%m
two directions along the
smooth road. Clever ex-

s

stadium dunng the :"1."
sonatanaverageof b2(
that is $5,000,000, suffi

provide a surplus.

More Visitors

sumgandlon&-'l:a'
Not only will

and airline industries
benefit but also con-

rmshandledby

I have a dream that
some da

our own country a place
in the sun.

And that next time we
visit the East, the dialo-

Eﬂ:wdlgosomethmg

“How pan?" asked the
man
“Pan in danger," said

stranger.
“What'’s the plan?”
“‘A man in a band with
a hammer in he hand!”
“What's the goal?"”
“Pan rising in every




