sponse to the growing concern, ex-

“'pressed in your newspaper and else-
“where, that Trinidad a.nd Tobago may
-been’done by these talented men but" A

‘have to play “catch-up” with the rest.
“of the world with' respect to further de-
elopment and research on the ste

I a]so take thls opportumty to break

£ steelpan makers, pannists, tuners and

: ‘sured by this short article.’

‘of us and w we have ‘used its uniqu
ound and musrc as an effectlve means
of expression.. ;.

.‘-easﬂy be taken for granted. It is not,

““ful research (scientific or technologi-

cal) has been done locally on thesteel- =
s the general public, that all may be lost, . the first musical instrument to be mod- entifically correct:They deserveour
... Iwill list or briefly describe through _elled (mathematically synthesized) en- - hlghest commendatlon

L5 Flrst’: f;all w1th drums, hamm_er

a keen ear for music, the early pa:

“THE EDITOR The following i isin re-
- the modern steelpan.: -

* my two-year silence on my work with =
»“the steelpan and to apologxse to-alli "
“‘those whom I have kept in waiting.‘All -

* ‘pan-lovers generally, should feeI reas-
S e Ypan is beautlful”" Is pan Just a back- i

:Tt is not my style to use the news me-

; dra to communicate the results of sci- '’

““entific research, but with our national *

“sinstrument at stake, I'must make an

eptlon Pan is close to the heart of

But pan, bemg of local or1g1n cani i & ;
\,"pubhshed and in press, and (iii) un- cal in ong'm  but now, so too is its “cy- "« I believe that. we, asa people,

. true however to say that no meaning-

: maker began the expenmental workin - ; wor

—l T

=
their backyard that led eventually to

This is a major technologwal feat
-Most of the scientific work has already . -

he results were tucked away in the pan‘:
tself. The secrets'of the expenenced
- tuners” were hidden not only in their.
‘minds but alsoin'the mstruments they
‘have given us and the world. - vaiiile : ;
“. How close to perfectlon ‘asamusi- * Itis now possrble to use math m
cal instrument is the properly con-™ lcal equations to explain and to mod
structed and tuned steelpan? What are " el the steelband with all its subtlet1e<
the'secrets: that generated the notion * of note and sklrt mteractlons o

A

’f' an in the

heu turn to be made pubhc. Inthe'
‘near -future, and at the appropriate’fo- =
rum the full results will be pubhcly'

yard science?.;" T ok 3
- With “out of pocket fundmg” I be 2
“gan the difficult search to discover the
basic mathematical formulism, the un- : ; Mo
‘derlying physics, and the mechamcal ““a'mathematical obJect bub always re-
_properties of the’ steelpan.. he results™ of the. tone ‘can be fully explamed by = “maining an instrument in‘which the
of this work a; are contained in (i) 2.1993 . the equatlons and reproduced on syn- - Trinbagonian personahty is reflected, -
TT Patent on “The Tunable Steel- thesxs, o o ek < mnotiin its chrome but intits. umque -
pan”; (ii) a series of research papers: - Not only is the real ] pan of steel lo- tonal qualities: (e 5

Just :
textbook. i these equations on a computer and * makers have done on the pan with the **
- In order to remove any feelmg ﬁom - piped through a sound system. This is = hammer and fire, have proven tobe sci- -

_tirely by exact mathematical equations - e
_(without wave tables or pre -recorded . ‘DR ANTHONY ACHONG i
; ,:sound) The world w1ll one day recelve ; X'Department of Physics, UWI

.. this communication, some of what, they.

?(useful forv, .5 .

published manuscnpts prepared for a  ber-space” version modelled exactly by - as beautiful: Finally, what the.pan- = |




