By \‘ILLIAM I)OYLE-MARSHALL New York

“OUR cultural traits are drammv away andwe eh
doing nothmgto make them stay; Tobago goat race,
crab race, bongo limbo and st1ckf1ght1ng dramlng
out slow Why not put in every ..
‘ - steelbandsman to
train chlldren to beat pan? That . !
I-icall brain drain.”. .
.\o Trinidadian residentathome since 1968 - - -
They were sung by ",
whois also aschool
teacher, in his song *Brain Drain.” 5

It was indeéd an educationdl and informa- - -
tive editorial which he releasedtohis people,

school .7

is . what.

can forget tiiese words.
Calypsonian Chalkdust,

but unfortunately itfell on
deaf ears,
Since
band movement has been
plagued consistently with
an “overseasattraction.”

The best tuners of steel- -

‘band instruments are now
residing outside of the
country, the majority in
the United States - of
America. Is the country
aware of this? )
And what is  being done
to remedy . the - ‘sorry

situation? \othmg \\orth-' '

while!

PRODUCT

The dzrector oI the
Trinidad and Tobago
Police Band, Superinten-
‘dent . Anthony ;pect,
last “‘month, * « .
the establishment of a

theri our steel-»

" of the stigma

" boys.

. for

L

ELL‘IE MANNETTE TRINIDAD S BEST
KNOWN PAN PIONEER CIF THE CITY
OF NEW ‘YORK CAN OFFER ME ARy
AN OPPORTUNITY TO TEACH IN'-l

LONG TO PUT IT (STEELBAND) IN THE COLLEGES9

el oo o

toputlt'

coI—

wait so long -
(steelband) m the
leges.”

-Ellje is still conscious iy
_which af- ‘-
. movement .
consequently “he added: -
“Obviously - when 't he -

fects .the

college = boys graduate

they. won’t be called pan
_men ‘and underprivileged -
They will be con-. .
sidered musicians.* "
Take it orleave it Fllje -
-Mannette is quite correct,
Evidence of thisis seenat .-

* Carnival time

lawyers, teachers and
civil servants play these

same instruments .onthe -

two-day festivities, when
you hear remarks like:

- - government to do some\

A

=¥ thing. LN i
: about j_‘,}the
people themselves? i~

But what

It is useless to be -

_~complacent and ’ throw

the buck around: I iIas

" the’ steelband association ..

ever approached busl-

‘nessmen and the many
‘influential organisations
in a_position to help?
Steelband is ours and we .
" must make the best of it -

at all times, e
Our Jaycees colleagues

- leadership, but how many -

are active members of

- our steelbands? If any, ..
- are they influential enough *
" to assist the movement? : -
" Let’s put the Jaycees .
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7. to this test..” TI
- sident of the West Indies
.. Jaycees, “Steve Touzalin,
" was-quoted _in ‘Montserrat

B
"N
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“The pre--

as saying: ‘that it was
. not the objective of his
organisation tooverthrow -
. the existing polmcal or-
" der in the -.“ region, but
rather to pr0\ 1de leader-
ship. - )
2 'The Jaycees arehot
prepared to accept any-.

" thing bad, but when wel

e crilicise,ourgcal is to do -

- 80 constructively and to
dfer alternauves

.

.

CHANGE

: Now . the; steelband

* movement can examine

iy e - . the depth of thestatement
.. .have been boasting, over.., .
;" . the years, of .developing ::

by the Jaycees official. -

"{"You are seeking change.*

i

It is ‘not -change for

o changes sake, but one

!"which : will .be beneficial .

-to your - social a nd
" economical . standing in

 the world

when |




