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Time the Grenadians learn

by Vincent Tulloch

- 'RENADA, once the hottest news
_Jstory in the region, is almost forgot-
ten, except for the occasional hearing of a
motion to further delay the trial of 19
‘military and political personalities, who
have been languishing in the Richmond
Hill Prison for nearly two years now.
However, the events that led to the invasion of
“that country by the United States, Jamaica and
other regional states will ensure that for some time
developments in that state of 100,000 will be of
interest even to Jamaicans who would rather forget
about that little island in the eastern Caribbean.
Since this year the government led by an old guard
figure, Herbert Blaize, has been in control and there has
been the withdrawal of foreign troops. Security is now

under the Royal Grenada Police Force and a select squad
of para-military police trained by the United States.

Nevertheless, many Grenadians are not quite happy
with the arrangements as they are of the opinion that the
communists and fellow travellers, though down, are not
out and will seek an opportune moment to make a grand
return.

Jobs offer

This is perhaps one of the reasons why there has been
a howl in recent weeks when it was learnt that some 40
nationals who were trained in Cuba and other socialist
countries were being interviewed for jobs within the
public sector.

The leading newspaper in the country and other
prominent Grenadians have attacked the government
ministers responsible for offering jobs to these people as
it is fearpd that within the public sector they will
undermine the society.

One understands the fears of the more conservative
elements in the scciety. However, if the government were
to follow the strictures of the more conservative sector
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of the country, it is likely that it would hasten the
disintegration of the society, the very opposite of what it
set out to do when three major parties formed the New

National Party (NNP), to provide a unified approach to
the problems of.the troubled nation.

Opponents of the Grenadians who were trained in
socialist countries have not been able to provide any
serious accusation about their involvement in subversive
activities. It seems obvious that if the only complaint is
that they were trained in Cuba or East Germany, a great
dis-service would be done to bar them from employment
in their own country.

Employment

I know of a case of a Grenadian who was trained in
Britain and later accepted a scholarship for a postgra-
duate position in Cuba. He, returned to his homeland
before the bloody events of October 1983. He was
employed as a teacher, but he is now paying for daring to
undertake a postgraduate course which he did not even
complete. He is on the unemployment list picking up the

2‘{ : \; g i W ¢ &
odd job here and there. Yet, the country obviously needs
trained and dedicated teachers. 4

It is not an unfair comment to say that Grenadians :
need to fear some of their political leaders more than a
handful of nationals trained abroad.

Indeed, the autocratic rule of Herbert Blaize has led
to widespread dissension within the government.and the
society at large and it is an open secret that the United
States has been siding with a certain faction within the
ruling Party. ' ;

Many of those now howling about the employment
of foreign trained nationals were the same ones who
stood silently and allowed Eric Gairy to . rulé with
impunity ensuring the rise of the Bishops and Coards. -

- L]

It is time they learn how to deal with their own in a
fair manner. Going overboard to please Washingten will
not ensure their security. One would have thought that
Grenadians learned from the mistakes of Central Ameri-
can states. - :
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pressure for
troop withdrawal
from Grenada,

says U. S ¢

ST. GEORGE’S, March 7 (AP)

The U.S. Embassy here has denied opposition
charges that the Grenada Government pressured
Washington to withdraw Amencan troops from the

island.

WS

The Grenada United Labour Party of former Prime Minister Sir
Eric Gairy made the charge after the United States announced troops
would be withdrawn over a two-month period beginning April 12.
Some 250 American military police remain on the island along with
about 350 Caribbean troops in the aftermath of the October 25, 1983

U.S.-led invasion.
“Since the rescue mis-
sion in October 1983, it
has been the policy of
all governments involved
that when Grenada was
in a position to assume
responsibility for its se-
curity, the foreign police
and military personnel,
who had been invited to
remain in Grenada,
would depart,” said Roy
Haverkamp, Charge

d’Affaires at the US.
Embassy here.

“No pressure was
brought on the US.

Government or any oth-
er government,” he

added.

The Grenada Guardi- >

an, official organ of the
United Labour Party,
had said editorially that

it was “difficule to see

Americans volumanly
withdrawing from any
country in  which the
commumsts ‘are inter-
ested.

Q. ey obvnous that the
New National Govern-
ment must have brought
a little pressure on the
Americans to act so out

of character,” the edito-

rial said.

Haverkamp said rep-
resentatives of the Unit-
ed States and the seven
Caribbean states con-
tributinl% troops to the
peacekeeping force
agreed in January, in
consultation with the
newly elected Grenadian
Government, that all re-
maining forel%n military
personnel could begin to

withdraw.

1 hope these facts
will lay to rest any mis-
understanding about the
long-standing polic
withdraw - U.S. mxrrary
personnel at the appro-
priate time without jeop-
ardlzmg Grenada’s secu-
rity,” Haverkamp said.

The Interim .govern--
ment that took bvzr af-

ter the invasion 'asked
that the foreign troops
remain <until the Royal
Grenadian Police Force
could be reorganized
and trained. Thar invira-
tion was reiterated by

the Government of

Prime Minister Herbert
Blaize after the Decem-
ber 3, 1984 elections.

But Gairy’s party has
called for indefinite U.S.
military presence here,
and the new opposition
Grenada Democratic La-
bour Party lodged a for-
mal protest with the U.S.
Embassy over the troop
withdrawal.

The Democratic La-
bour Party, formed by
opposition Parliamenta-
rians who bolted Gairy’s
party, said in a letter
made public roday that
“we are forced to take
this stand because of the
political differences that
still exist within our so-
ciety and the possibility
of a recurrence of the
incidents of March 13,
1979, and October 19
1983. h“The dates refer
the

to New Jewel

Movement coup that
toppled Gairy’s Govern-
ment in_1979 and the
slaying ‘of leftist Prime
mester Maruice Bishop
in <a military takeover
that triggered the U.S.-

“led invasion.

. Democratic  Labour
Party leader Marcel Pet-
ers, who won the only
opposition seat in Parlia-
ment in the December 3
elections, said at a news
conference he’s con-
cerned about Grenada’s
security in the absence
of the U.S. military pres-
ence,

He said it was too
soon to judge how effi-
cient the new Grenada
police force will be.

Albert Forsythe, one
of three opposmon Sen-
ators appointed the
new party, reéallec{ that
Grenadians took Cuban
soldiers posing as con-
struction workers at face
value before the inva-
sion. They were building
the international airport
at Point Saline, that U.S.
President Ronald - Rea-
gan charged would be
used by Cuban and Sovi-
et military aircraft.

“We have Grenadians
in other parts of the
world who are now
training as medicos in
other fields, and we
don’t know whether
when they return, they
will be coming bac
only as medicos or as
guerrillas,” Forsythe
said.






* by TOM WICKER
ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada:
 Many a hard-pressed Third World
leader would like to have the late- fo
oppotunity that has come to Herber
FAr.o'glaIZfi'? _whlo at 66 has been called
t olitical re Pri
‘Ministir of Gren:ciz.mem bk

g .
Blaize’s centrist New National Party

an amalgamation of several moderate
parties) won neatly 60 percent of a huge
turnout.and 14 of 15 seats in the island
Parliament in the December elections. He
has no real opposition save an old oppo-

nent, former Prime Minister Sir Eric Gairy '

— now largely discredited — whose party
ran a bad second.
: Lefrist forces are in even worse shape, after
t hrep;csswe Marxist rule of Maurice Bishop
[]n ;c:_ in tl’}c murder of Bishop in 1983, by a
ard-line fringe  of his Jev
nge, s own New
Movement. L
.Thc United States, which intervened mili-
arily after that burst of violence, has com-
nitted $57.2 million in badly needed aid over
I\;_vfo years — part of a Reagan administration
; ort to put the best face on the controversial
Atervention. Grenadians welcomed it at the
ime as a rescue from violence and repression;
ver a year later, most seem pleased at the
onsequences and friendly to a few hundred
umericans remaining here.

~ Blaize’s own priorities call first for reform of
a tangled and burdensome tax system. A Grena-
dian earning EC$11,000 (about $4,200 U.S.) pays
50 pereent in income tax; there’s also a property
tax and a bewildering array of consumption and
indirect taxes, Sounding like a U.S. supply=sider,
Blaize hopes to adjust the system “so that people
can afford to pay and we'll stll receive more

revenue.”

Next comes investment — mostly from U.S.

aid funds — In roads, power lines (the island

not yet entirely .glectrified), water and sewer. (none in the luxury $i .
about 1,400 before they'd schedule regular jet

facilities, and a modemn telephone system

little of which works).

Light manufacturing

Only after all that can Blaize realistically turn to

economic development. He aims to focus on light
f wooden fumiture, for instance

manufacturing — O

(the

present hodgepodge uses outmoded equipment
from East Germany, Libya, Trinidad and Brtain,

‘\\‘\,_\\}. i«‘.\ B e \ \ i‘g)‘)

' Dilapidated economy

The island, one of the most beautiful in the
Caribbean, boasts a magnificent new jet airport,
mostly built by Cuban labour before the U.S.
intervention. lts police, corrupted and abused
under previous governments, and a small security
force have almost completed retraining by Brit-
i<h and US. troops. Within the. next few
months, all foreign forces are expected to de-
part.

But Blaize, a soft-spoken man who expresses
firm ideas in complete sentences and does not
much admire the press, was anything but com-
placent when 1 talked with him at his office in
the Botanical Gardens. He’s facing a dilapidated
economy, unemployment estimated by U.S. offi-
cials at perhaps 30 percent, and an infrastructure

' so decrepit that it inhibits economic devel-

opment. )

“We are not taking over a government,”
Blaize said. “We are ‘MAKING over a gQyeras
ment.” : ;

Asked why his predecessors, Maurice Bishop
and Eric Gairy, had invested so little inbthe
island’s basic needs, Blaize laughed, not mirth-

' fully, and replied: “They had other priorities” —
- an outsize military force, in Bishop’s case, and
" what an American called “squandermania” in Sir
| Eric’s. W 9

v

on food crops to

tion will seek and help foreign investors.

the new jetport,
potential. But Blaize wisely

considers a “fragile” industry.
is

flights from europe and the U.S.

government “pretty grim”.

evidence, even for ‘
intervention, that it worked: Grenada is peace

again, and has a new chance for prosperity.

e ——

—and on divérsifying agriculture, with emphasis
save the foreign exchange re-
quired fot food imports. A development corpora-

Grenada, with its beautiful beaches, its green

mountains, the scenic old city of St. George’s, agd
also has considerable tounst

wants only to “tap
. into” tourism rather than rely heavily on what he:

The island now has about 600 hotel rooms
the airlines would require

So, despite some enviable circumstances, Her-
bert Blaize calls the immediate outlook for his new
But that government is
Americans who opposed the
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"US troops to leave

Grenada by Sept. 30

WASHINGTON:

T

HE UNITED STATES has announced
that all its remaining military personnel

in Grenada will leave that island in a five and
one-half month phased withdrawal that will
be completed by September 30. |

The state department said
February 7 that 250 U.S. sol-
diers and the 400-member
Feacekeepin force  drawn
rom neighbouring Caribbean
States will begin to leave the
island in mid-April.

The U.S. forces, and those of
the Caribbean Peace Force (CPF),
have remained on Grenada to
help provide security while the
Grenadian Government reconsti-
tuted and trained a new: 560-mem-
ber police force that is assuming
responsibility for law enforcement
on the is]an(i/. :

“Each step of the withdrawal will
be co-ordinated with the Grenadian

Government and with CPF authorities
to insure the orderly turnover of
security responsibilities and to guar-
antee that Grenada’s democratic tran-
quillity is maintain,” said State Depart-
ment spokesman Bernard Kalb.

U.S. and Caribbean Forces landed
on Grenada in October 1983 to re-
store order after' the overthrow and
assassination of former Prime Min-
ister Maurice Bishop by radical el-
ements of his own party.

At the height of activity, more
than 6,400 U.S. troops were involved

.in the Grenada military operation. All

U.S. combat forces left Grenada by
December ' 15, 1983, leaﬁ%beﬁipd
only 250 troops in su , training,
and police functions. © ,
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| Grenada breaks
ties with

North

ST. GEORGE’S, Jan. 24, (CANA)
seven-week old Government

Grenada’s

Korea

an-

nounced today it had broken off diplomatic relations
with North Korea that were established in 1980
under the previous left-wing Government.

According to a Government Information Service (GIS) release, the

break took effect from January 15,

The release said the move was in
keeping with the foreign policy of the
new administration as outlined in the
throne speech delivered by Governor-
General Sir Paul Scoon on December
28.

Sir Paul said then that the centrist
pro-Washington Govcmmcnt would
review “certain relationships” with a
view towards preventing the imposi-
tion of any philosophy which is hos-
tile to the Parliamentary democratic
lifestyle of the people of Grenada.

Under the People’S Revolutionary
Government (PRG) of slain Prime

1983.

Minister Maurice Bishop, Grenada
broke off diplomatic relations with
South Korea favouring the Commu-
nist North Koreans instead as part of
a foreign policy thrust aimed at
strengthening ties with the Soviet
bloc.

But in the aftermath of the Octo-
ber 1983 U.S-led invasion to topple a
Marxist junta that had seized power
in a coup in which Bishop was killed,
the caretaker Grenada Gowmmtm
re-established dlplomauc relanqﬂs
with South Korea. .
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THE GRENADA
ELECTIONS:
SOME LESSONS

by Anthony P. Mamgot

Proféssér OF Sociology, Florida International University
1: People’s politiéhl instincts and interests in free elections
had survived
2: Racial tension tends to recede during this time..
3: Inter-play between religion and family
4: Electoral method basically undemocratic



T. DAVID’S was the parish to study for the
- Yelection. A traditional stronghold for the party
- of ex-Prime Minister Eric Gairy (GULP), a seat
held by his wife Cynthia, the area was also the
birthplace of the Joint Effort for Welfare, Educa-

People — to became the New Jewel Movement.

It is arguably the most beautiful part of the Island, a
trees, the mainstays of the Island’s important small peasant

constituency. My friend, Tony Buxo, the Island’s only
optometrist as well as its only graduate from Britains’
Sandhurst Military Academy, was legitimately worried
about how his party, the New National Party, would do
there.

A coalition of one old and two recently formed parties, the NNP
was hammered together on Union Island under pressure from the
Prime Ministers of Barbados, Tom Adams, Dominica, Eugenia
Charles, and St. Vincent, “Son” Mitchell. The U.S.A. was delighted
with the outcome; they had invested money and prestige in a bring
out-the-vote campaign and in making it clear that the NNP’s Herbert
Blaize was their choice.

But these were not the only outside influences. Eric Gairy was receiving
strong support from Grenadians based in Trinidad and the Maurice Bishop
Patriotic Movement was receiving assistance from friends in the US. and,
allegedly, Lybia. Grenada, it appeared, had not gropped being an object of
international concern. And yet, after the Eric Gairy revolution of the !9503
and 60s which politicized the peasantry, and the New Jewel Movement's 42
years of revolution which politicized the urban youth and the middle classes,
no one in the know would predict that outside forces would determine the
outcome of this fitst election since 1976.

Buxo — who himself had helped organize a telephone campaign to force
the NNP merger — was not sitting still; on the eve of voting day he yv!shed to
test the mood of St. David’s for the NNP and it’s candidate, Dan Williams. In
oné of those strokes of theatrical genius which makes Wgst Indian carnivals
such spectacular affairs, Buxo appropriated his dat_:ghter s doll house and
strapped it to the roof of his car. The house, you sec is the new symbol of the

NNP.

tion and Liberation (JEWEL) later to join Maurice
Bishop’s Movement for the Assemblies of the

series of valleys rich in cocoa, coffee, bananas and spice -

farmer. With 5,341 registered voters it is by far the largest
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Obvious illusion

Eric Gairy's star was quite well-known and the Maurice Bishop Patriotic
Movement's - airplane was an obvious illusion to the airport which the
murdered ex-Prime Minister had built. These, then, were the competing
symbols of this new effort to get pluralist politics back on track after a decade
of Eric Gairy misrule and nearly half a decade of Maurice Bishop's “socialist™
monologue.

After some hours of méandering through the villages of St. David, Buxo
decided that the majority/ of reactions had been decidedly in favour of “de
house.” While Buxo 2»’ tallying reactions, | was attempting to guage the
mood. !

Maybe the real challenger would not be either Gairy’s GULP or the
MBPM, but rather disinterest reflected in a high voter absentee rate. Afrer.all|
every report since the October 1983 invasion had highlighted the fact that
Grenadians wanted as little to do with politics as possible. Qur tour through
St. David’s, however, showed that the mood had changed dramatically

The enthusiasm for the star, for the plane, but especially, for the housc,
was conveyed with such energy that it soon became enveloping and conta-
gious. At least the people of St. David were showing as spontaneous a
collective joy as [ had witnessed anywhere in the Caribbean

First lesson

Buxo's unique polling ploy had been a smashing success; 1t gave him
something quantifiable about the general mood and it presented me with the
first lesson I would bring away from Grenada: that the people’s political
instincts and interests in free elections had survived the multiple tragedies of
their young history. Previous elections in Dominica, St. Kitts, St. Lucia,
Tobago and the subsequent one in Belize showed that Caribbean Man, and
especially Woman, love politics and -the opportunity to vote periodically for
the party of their choice. y

It is their basic conception of what political rights — their aitizenship —are
all about. In the recent elections in St. Vincent, 89% of the electorate turned
out despite torrential rains and tropical squalls. Grenada gave every evidence
of coming close to that performance. That Buxo’s polling gimmick seemed to
be pointing in the right direction, at least as far as St. David’s was concerned,
was made evident with force that same evening.

Expecting a motor-motorcade of perhaps a dozen or so vehicles we had
discussed whether the two of us, both light skinned West Indians, should join
in; would this contribute to the accusation of both the GULP and the MBPM
that the NNP was a “bourgeois” party?

The doll house

We decided that the morning’s experience with the doll-house made our
presence not only possible, but indeed, desirable. And so I leamed Lesson No,
2: West Indian racial (or better, colour) tension, always latent, tends to recede
dramatically during periods which require collective, democratic participation

Elections, like carnival, sporting events or religious processions, sccm 10
bring out that intrinsic sense of humanity and fellowship which makes West
Indian social relations so unique. But this lesson contains its antinomy: that
same fellowship can turn into raw hatred and anger in the face of the people’s
collective sense of moral outrage or indignation.

* Happily, this was not the mood, so we drove towards the caravan, and it
‘was a sight. Snaking its way through St. David’s magnificent valleys was a linc
of vehicles of every conceivable type, jammed with Grenadians of cvery
conceivable colour singing to the beat of their specially composed calypso,
“Dan is The Man in The Van.” Bearing on bottles, pans and on the sides of

doors, the caravan wound its way like a giant “jump up” (the West India

| version of the conga line) to the screams of delight of clusters of humanity i

every village they passed.
Sexual terms

By the time we reached the mecting place — a typical crossroads whe
traditionally Caribbean peasant meets urban man — a large assembled crow
of all ages was already “jamming” (a mutual, erotic rotating of the hips) to th
tune of a popular Trinidad Indian-imitating calypso, “Kuchibadbach” which
the earthy Grenadians had translated into sexual terms. And then, as if by
‘well practised synchronization, as a voice called them to open the meeting
\with the Lord’s Prayer, the calypso went off the air and the crowds scttled
down to pray in unison. That religious note set the tone for the rest pf_ the
meeting: no more hatreds and violence, no more jails, no more killings;
Grenadians were to behave as the big Christian family they had been beforc.

| Respect for religion

!
| Lesson No. 3 stared me starkly in the face: Caribbean politics can be
. described as a counterpoint between the conservatism and the rebellion
> against virtually all constraints; the interplay between deep-rooted respect for
5 religion and its corresponding themes of family, the Christian rearing of

children and respect for ones elders, and an explosive — even nihilistic —
¢ “do-as-you-damn-well-please” syndrome of attirudes.

After all, weren't most of these young people only yesterday raising
clenched fists and shouting “Power to the People!™ Who, one might ask, arc
the “real” Grenadians? No answer is possible because the question is not
quite relevant. Once you take into account differences in style, in expression
and presentation of self, all people have the capacity and the tendency to
'shift moods and loyalties. The difference is that democracy, by defending the

(Continued on Page 27)



F (Cont’d from Page 10)

~nght to be different, invariably seems more unruly or chaotic than the
“ disciplined order of institutionalized “revolution.”

Marxist theory

e is p}ecisely this flexibility — evident in Jamaica yesterday. in China and

Spain as in Grenada today, and probably Cuba tomorrow —which disproves

. absolutely the Marxist theory of social change. Societies, i.e. social classe's,_do
not move inexorably forward through an increasing social conflict, nor is it a
:question of Lenin’s “two steps forward, one step back;” it can be fonyard or
backwards, sideways or stationery — all movements quite unpredictable.
Unless of course, there is a straightjacket of the police state. That fortunately,
~was not Grenada and St. David’s in 1984,

.« And yet, throughout the political speeches that Sunday evening, there were

direct and indirect illusions to the recent past. The past still has to find its
histbrian but, in a way, it was precisely this frenetic and unpredictable swing
between piety for either Christian beliefs or “revolutionary™ and irracible
independence which led the more dogmatic Leninists within the PRG to
recommend putting the Island’s youth under “heavy manners,” i.e., severe
discipline.

##Fhe clash! over the advisability (not say feasibility) of censuring films,
Eﬁ‘jﬂhg freedom of movement, recruiting “armies of production™ as well as
fegular militia, erc. contributed as much as the deteriorating economic
sitiration to the division and then self-destruction of the PRG. The Marxist-
“Leninists failed miserably and tragically. The question today is, how will the

néw tegime fare?
Undemocratic

:+~s The regime begins with some important strengths. First, 84% of the
" electorate voted despite a cumbersome registration and enumeration system.
“Only in 1972 had there been anywhere that kind of turn-out (83.5%). In St.
~David’s Dan Williams received 60.5% of the 87.7% who turned out to vote;

GULP received 37% and the MBPM 2.3%. And the story was repeated in all
but one of the 15 constituencies.

j
& o

““=Fhe victorious NNP had won more than 2/3 of the parliamentary seats
' géi‘i’éd to change the Constitution, something they promise to do. But the
veby sizc of this victory gave me Lesson No. 4: In the Westminster
parliamentary system, the electoral method (the so-called “first-past-the-post”)

is basically undemocratic, and as such, tends to distort the real weight of the

yoting.

- The Table No. 1 shows how with 58.6% of the vote the NNP secured all
ne seat. On a strict proportional basis they should have had 9 or 10 seats

¢nding on the formula used to handle residuals. Since the one GULP
wianer has stepped down it is conceivable that Grenada, like Jamaica today

.and Trinidad during 1971-76, will be governed without official opposition.

.This is a very bad situation in parliamentary systems designed as they were to
accommodate opposing positions within the system itself. -

~ Political consciousness

. Fortunately, there will be opposition. Some of it will certainly come from
the-Island’s important middle class which has come off the fence and taken
sides. This is no longer the “docile and confused bourgeoisie” Maurice Bishop
escribed in his secret “Line of March” blueprint for a Marxist-Leninist
Grenada. Their new political consciousness has contributed to a clarification
of political and ideological positions and terminology on the Island.

“Right,” “Left” and “centre” have now been defined; terms such as the

much-used notion of a “mixed economy” are bej ini : | ; .
3 y" are being scrutinized. Does it mean| Grenada’s Herbert Blaize who represents every trait of decency and honesty

a partnership between government and the private sector (as the NNP says) or

is 1t a mere “stage” on the route to the total socialization of production as the

captured documents now show the PRG had intended? Another form of

opposition will_most probably come from the youn er -leani
members within the NNP., y‘ T g

. Clcarly.the Ieadér'pf, this group will be 42-yc§r old George Brizan who had
!:rought_hls own National Democratic Party into the NNP alliance. Running
in the City of St. Georges with its heavily young and restless population (it had
bcsnhan NJM bastion), Brizan took 71% of the 85 who turned out to vore

and he was running against one of GULP's most formidabl i g
Albert Forsyth who received 24% of the vote 54l campalgnem‘,

Ifon_y of politics

It is a fascinating comment on the irony of politics in general that it is
precisely the 4% years of New Jewel
polmca} awakening. Virtually all the leaders on the present political scene had
been victimized by the “révolution:” Gairy and Winston Whyte on the right,
Elaize, Alexis and Brizan in the centre, and even those stout Bishop onalists,
Rad.nx and George Louison on the left. Grenada’s apparent commitment tc;
parllamcrytgry pluralism, to freedom, is probably more authentic than most
based as it is on bitter experience not just theory. ;

Movement rule which generated this |
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scramble for capital, for investments, and for service sector devélo
evident in Miami every December during the Caribbean-Central Am;;nrpent
Action meeting. The Leninist idea of a capitalist’ world overflowin wc:alr:
excess capital looking for opportunities abroad is something believed ogul - : :
ideolog?cally committed types. There is a struggle out there and Grenaéa i;
competing not only with Haiti, but indeed with states such as Florida and
New Jersey. &

This new reality has led to all types of innovations, not all salutory by any
means. Already the Bahamas, the Cayman Islands, Panama and Curacao have
strong “off-shore™ service sector (banking, real estate and brokerages of all
types.) The successful “off-shore” medical school in Grenada shows that there
is a ready marker for these services and most are legitimate. Bur the risks

involved to small, fragile societies are also all too evident.

‘The recent Commission of Inquiry into the corruption of the Baharas
points to one of the most disquieting developments in the area: the corrupting
apq corroding power of drug money. With annual sales in the multiple
billions of dollars, with banks, trading houses, lawyers and “investment
experts” located from Miami to the Bahamas to the Cayman Islands. all the
way to Panama there is a formidable challenge to men like St. Kitt's Kennedy
Simmonds who alternates his practice of medicine with lay .preaching',' or

natural to his little island of Carriacou.,

Will Grenada’s new found democracy be able to steer a steady course in
such rough waters?> Will St. Kitts or Dominica or St. Vincent? It has, on
surface, all the ingredients of an unequal bartle. But the surface in the
Caribbean is just that, for just below is thar great capacity for moral
indignation which gives hope that somehow, sometime, wrongs will be
redressed. One can only hope that the costs will not be too_heavy. And this is
where the U.S. comes in. ' i

The winds of change have been glowing in the Caribbean since befare
World War I1; each island in turn has been in center stage. 1984 might well be
recorded as the year in which Grenada put the U.S. right smack in center stage
in that part of the region previously dominated by Britain. But the real test for
the U.S. Is yet to come. Having picked up a drowning Grenada in 30 feet of
water, will the U.S. have the patience, the fortitude and the foresight to carry
it to shore, or will it drop it in 15? s
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The fol-
lowing is
extracle
from a
Christmas
newsletter
sent out by
Grenadian
journalists
Alister and
Cynthia

Hughes.

‘é%(/e did
not send out
a 1983 “Ch-
ristmas let-
ter”, and that
left us with
an empty
feeling. But,
as you know,
that last
quarter of
1983 was for
us, and for
everyone on
the island, a
period of

great stress.

4

Even now, at a distance of many months,
the whole thing seems unreal

impossible happening to be experienced in
_our tranquil Grenada. )

Think of it again in the calm of today. The’

Prime Minister arrested and ‘executed with
members of his Cabinet —the guns of the Army
turned on peaceful citizens. — scores of people
killed —scores more jailed — the entire popula-
tion put under house arrest — chaes, anarchy,
terror —then the rescue = military planes and
helicopter gunships flying overhead —bombs,
bullets, fighting, destruction and death-----and
all this where we have picnicked, feted, danced,
laughed, loved and brought up our kids in the

and,
notwithstanding the 1979 revolution, an.

GRENADA
Alister and

Cynthia Hughes
remember |

bright peaceful Caribbean sunshine.

Thank God,
Grenada will never be the same again, new and
more subtle peril$ lie ahead but, pray God our '

all that is now behind us.

recent General Elections will mark, for this
island, the start of a new era of peace, under-
standing, reconciliation and love.

We have been wonderfully preserved! We
enjoy good health, experiences, traumatic and
otherwise, continue enges and opportunities
which make it all so worth while. Only God
knows what the future holds, but His care of us
has been so marvellously demonstrated that,
whatever comes, we know we need not be
apprehensive.

a
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® The
fact that
we had
no coffin
“brought
home
should
...be
measure
of how
well or
men

did...
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When the editor of this paper asked me to write a
short piece on the Personality of the Year, I nearly
selected the JDF soldier and Coast Guard sailor in
Grenada. L

In the end, I did not. A personality should be kept singular. And
the Jamaican soldiers and sailers who have been serving in our now
restored sister democracy since October 1983 have constituted a team,
in which each individual has played a part, and of which Jamaica can

be very proud. _
How difficult and responsible a job they had to do during fourteen months

— between October 1983 and December 1984 — [ did not realise until I went -

down for the elections a few weeks ago. We tend, alas, to take excellence by
Jamaicans — whether at home or abroad — for granted. Even to make
foolish fun about it — without compensating for a friendly joke with proper
recognition. i

e JDF, obviously, cannot blow its own trumpet about how taut and
stylish a job our troops have done. Mr. Seaga’s tribute to them, although no
less than the truth, comes from the politician who sent them there.

It is necessary, I think, for an objective observer to say that any man or
woman from our army or coast Guard who has done a stint of duty in
Grenada between October 1983 and now richly deserves the special medal
which the Prime Minister says he intends to have struck.

No coffins

. The fact that we have no coffins brought home should be, in itself, a
measure of how well our men did in that first untidy week after they landed
and were trying to help calm a badly frightened, bewildered society still
counting those murdered by its own soldiers.

It would be false to pretend that some of the search for concealed
weapons, or the worst elements of the Grenadian People’s Revolutionary
Army, was not severe and thorough during that first week. If it had not been
then there might have been a few coffins brought back to Jamaica — and a
few more Grenadian dead.

A lot of this search had to be done by our men. Once the fighting was
over, the American troops had to keep a very low profile on'the ground — in
the city and the countryside. Only fellow West Indians could and should have
been permitted to do the unpleasant, house-to-house work that falls to an
army of occupation in a foreign country where native authority has collapsed.
The American presence was in the air, from their helicopters; and in the
knowledge that they could come back, in force, if any trouble erupted ...
Trouble, I mean, of a size that our 300 men could not handle on their own.

Sense of security

What is remarkable is how quickly, the JDF and the Barbadian Police were
successful in establishing a sense of security. If | stress the role of the JDF and
Coast Guard, it is because they did act as though they had been doing this sort
of job, in foreign countries for their entire history, and not learning on the job
for the first time. ;

It should be noted that in the entire time they have been in Grenada, there
has not been one single case of rape by our men, and not even one serious fist
fight in a bar between what are foreign-troops and jealous young local males.

There have been accusations, of course, that the ‘%acans’ have
cornered all the most desirable young Grenadian women ... Again, it
would not be only surprising but definitely alarming if a few of our

By

John

Hearne
®

more aggressive or smooth-talking young sol-
diers had not stolen a girl or two from her
local boy. They were not seminarians from a
theological col{ege we sent down there — but
very fit, rather I_;roud and feisty lads with an
often tedious, always demandinﬁ and some-
times tense position to maintain. I would hate
to think that every one of them, off-duty, did
nothing but play cricket, take a cold shower
and read an improving book before retiring to
his virtuous bunk.

Grenadran ladies

But three factors did seriously limit our. troops
from cutting any swathe through the Grenadian
ladies. One was that they were rotated, company
by company, every six to eight weeks, and that they
were kept on very low pay (U.S. $5.00 per day in a
country where the local currency is about two and
a half to'one American dollar). You cannot exactly
cut a dash'with even the most willing lady on a
little over twelve bucks per night.

Another factor was the iron discipline imposed
by the, Jamaican officers and senior N.C.O’s on
their men. The troops were kept on a pretty tight
rein. Indeed, one experienced sergeant-major told

me that he was glad that he only had to exercise.

the sort of regulations laid down for his men for
six weeks at a time ... Six months, he remarked
dryly, and he would have been in a bit of grief.

And the third factor, let us face it, was the

handsome and legitimate pride our troops took in
themselves, and in what was being asked of them.

It is not being pompously nationalistic to claim

that they carried themselves with style, with a |

relaxed assurance and with a sense of responsible
command of situation that were very impressive.
They looked smart without arrogance — and even
when carrying weapons on patrol did so almost as
if they were going out for a bit of practice on the
range. ;

A disagreeable necessity was forced on them last
year.

I think we can safely say that many of them
have come back home with some very valuable
lessons learned from that necessity.
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Grenada court

Withdrawal from Bishop

case seen as defiance
ST GEORGE’S, April 11 (CANA)'

EFENCE LAWYERS in the Maurice Bishop

murder trial stunned the High Court today by
announcing their temporary withdrawal from the
court proceedings. -

Defence counsel said they would take no further part in any
“supposed” proceedings until an appeal filed against an earlier ruling

Queen’s Counsel Howard Hamil-
ton told the court that the all-Jamai-
ca defence team had agréed to pack

_their bags for home and would be
returning in time for the sitting of
the Appeals Court next month.

Byron who looked surprised at
the turn of events said the defence
move was in direct/defiance of the
court order he‘had earlier made.

“I would have to consider prompt
action against all of you, and I wish
to take time to consider it,” he said,
ordering ‘the lawyers to return to
court on Monday.

The 19 defendants are on tnal for
the Qctober 1983 slaying of former
Prime Minister Bishop and 10 asso-

| ciates in_a bloody coup which
. sparked a U.S-led invasion.

| Two of the 19 including ex-dep-

~uty Prime Minister Bermard Coard
have hired leading Jamaican lawyer
lan Ramsay and three other barristers
to represent them while a state-re-

by the Acting Chie_f Justice, Denis Byron is heard.

RAMSAY.... He réad Statement to tained team of eight lawyers are

Court.

appearing for the other 17.
Ramsay reading from a prepared

Byron had thrown out a detence statement said that the lawyers
application for a postponement of would be withdrawing and in the
the trial of 19 leftists to await the interim would prepare the appeal and

Court of Appeal’s decision. (Cont’d on Page 3)
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Uproar halts Bishop murder trial

" “Note: This story is reprinted in full
as the final portion was inadvertently
omitted from yesterday’s Gleaner)

ST.GEORGE'S, April 16 (CANA)

Sixteen of the 19 defendants in the
Maurice Bishop murder trial today forced
a temporary halt to the proceedings by
clapping loudly and singing in court.

The defendants, including ex-Deputy
Prime Minister Bernard Coard, chanted
“why are you afraid of the constitutional
court?” and “this court is a yankee court”
for about five minutes before Acting Chief
Justice Denis Byron ordered their removal.

“l am not going to let this trial turn
into something that it should not be,” the
judge told the accused prior to their
attempts to disrupt the proceedings.

He later cited them for contempt of
court and ordered their imprisonment
until 9.30 a.m. tomorrow when the hear-
ing will resume.

The defendants are charged with mur-
dering Bishop, Prime Minister of the leftist
People’s Revolutionary Government
(PRG), and 10 associates in a coup in
October 1983 at the height of a bitter
power struggle between moderates and
hardliners.

The chanting by the accused started

after one of the defendants, Major Leon
Comwall, was removed from the court by
police officers after he refused to take his
seat on the instructions of the Chief
Justice.

The only three defendants who stood

silent amidst the chaos in the court house

were ex-soldiers Cosmos Richardson, Fa-
bian Gabriel and Raeburn Nelson.

The local Supreme Court, whose con-
stitutionality has been repeatedly ques-
tioned by the defence, was set up by a
decree of Bishop’s Government shortly
after it came to power in a 1979 coup to
replace the West Indies Associated States
(WISA) Supreme Court which withdrew
from the island.

Legal sources told CANA that if the
defendants carry out their threat not to
co-operate and proceed to disturb the
trial, the Chief Justice might be forced 1o
conduct the case in their absence.

The defendants are unrepresented by
counsel following the withdrawal from
the case yesterday of the all-Jamaica team
of defence lawyers who said they were
acting on the instructions of their clients.

The defendants had disagreed with a
ruling by the Chief Justice not to grant a
stay in the proceedings pending the ‘out-
come of an appeal on a motion related to
the local court’s vailidity.

Before the uproar in court, Coard and
former Mobilisation Minister Selwyn Stra-
chan launched scathing attacks from the
docks on the proceedings before the court
with charges that there would be no
justice.

“We are saying this is a secret trial. I
would let history and the world judge
what takes place here now,” said Coard
when asked to make a plea on the indict-
ment against him before the court.

“} hope that everyone who participates
in this kangaroo trial understands the
consequences, and I want 1t to be clear
that | am still a prisoner-of-war in my
country,” he added, feferring to arrest
shortly after the U.S-led invasion of the
island which followed the coup.

Strachan said the defendants regarded
the case as political.

“Whether you jump high or you pump
low, that fact cannot be erased because all
of us here have been former leaders of
this country either i the capacity as
ministers, deputy ministers and army lead-
ers,” he said.

“We are not afraid of any trial. I am
prepared to stand up in a constitutional
coure tordét the world know what hap-
pened here in Ocrober 1983 because
nobody has ever heard our side of the
story,” he added.
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rces mtervened days af-

leading up to
ith the kill-

the issue, act-
Dems Byron

e PRG U.S and Carib-

sk g b .
ing New Jewel“ subpoena the governmen

(.‘.l‘lSls &

told the defendants who ordered
their lawyers to withdraw from
the case on Monday, that the
request would be made but only

' in keeping with the law. »
_ Strachan requested the court
to make an order for the docu-
~ments to be handed over to him
on behalf of the other de-

fgndants.
~¥I am askmg the c

United States through Ron
Reagan to return al our origi-
nal documents, tapes '
sonal diaries of

? Revolutlon-
Péﬁple’s Revo-
. and all other

secunty

organs tate
which were s
October 25, 19 wing the
illegal an invasion
and occ f our coun-

.saxd subpoéna
also be served on
ribbean leaders who

igenia Charles of Dominica,
ward Seaga of Jamaica, and
John Compton of St Lucia.

He said the documents could

prove the innocence of the de-

~ fendants in a constitutional

court. The defendants contend

that the present court set up by

the PRG is unconstitutional.

n 1984 when
- partment handed them back to
_the Grenada government.

or-  The court was also told that' -'

re involved in’the interven-
ncluding Prime Ministers
']ones to be su
_nection with the documents.

Ofﬁclal soux},ces told cana

. v.ithﬁtfthe,;idocuments have been in

here since mid-

police custod ,
e U.S. Dtate De-

prmr to requesting their lawyers

_to withdraw from the case, the

accused had given instructions
for Legal Affairs Minister Ben

Former PRG Deputy Prime
Minister Bernard Coard, one of
the accused, told the court the
defendants would only cooper-
ate when the case is heard by a
“constitutional” court.

He charged that the trial was

naed in con-

bemg held in secret, with mem-

bers of the public including his

own family not allowed on the
compound, except for a few cho-

sen repo

demonstrated their bias over the

years.

rters who he said had

- He said the cooperatxon of -
the defendants would be given "
the trial was held in a constitu-
tional court in St George’s with

members of the public present
so they can judge for themselves :

the account to be given by the 19

of what happened in 1983.

AN
S

At tomorrow’s court sxttmg,f"

the Chief Justice is expected to :

begin the selection of the l?—n‘,

member jury.
(Trial baltcd Page 3)
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Dramatic twist to <
Bishop trial: Defendant
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to turn state witness ;

ST. GEORGE'S, April 22, (CANA)

The way was paved today for one
of the defendants in”the Maurice
Bishop murder trial to give evidence
against the rest when Acting Chief
Justice Denis Byron granted a condi-
tional pardon to former soldier Fabi-
us Gabriel.

{ The dramatic move came at the
i request of the six-member prosecu-
i tion team headed by former Trinidad
and Tobago Attorney-General Karl
Hudson-Phillips.

. Informed sources told CANA
that Gabriel handed over a written
statement to the prosecution last
night promising to give evidence for
the state against the other 18 de-
fendants accused of murdering Prime
Minister Bishop and 10 associates in
_an October 1983 coup.

Byron told Gabriel that the par-
don would be withdrawn if he- falleﬂ\
“to give “full and true” evidence in
accordance with a state ém he
signed. ‘* 9

Gabriel was due to'leave pnson
today.

The Acting Chief ]ustlce also
agreed to a request from Hudson-
Phillips for a postponement of his
opening statement in the ‘much-de-
layed trial until tomorrow.

The turn of events was mentioned
at the onset of today’s court sitting
in which Gabriel and another co-
defendant Raeburn Nelson were the
only defendants present.

The other 17 are serving prison
sentences ranging from 7 to 10 days
for* contempt of court following
their unruly behaviour in court last
week.

The others — mcludmg ex-Dep-
uty Prime Minister Bernard Coard
and former army commander Gener-
al Hudson Austin — are serving
sentences for contempt of court after
disrupting trial proceedings last
week. They were later brought into

court and told about Gabriel’s decx-.l

sion.

A copy of the statement of Y"C'}a:'
briel — which was not readdn n" ,

court — would be ?orwardc
them.

- As .on prevnoqs %ﬁsxom, the
defendants refu swer their

names but stood silently.in the docks
observing the proeecqgmgs

They were “removed from court
last week after chanting slogans and
vowing not to co-operate until the
trial take%‘ﬁace “constitutionally.”

Defence lawyers abandoned the
case last Tuesday on their client’s
instructions after Byron refused to
stay proceedings pending an appeal
of his ruling against their motion
challenging the court’s legality.

The defendants — all former
army or government officials —claim
that the court is illegal, having been
set up by Bishop’s leftists revolution-
ary Government after a March 1979
coup. The issue has delayed the trial,
originally due to start in October
1984.

Legal sources said the prosecution
is expected to call 27 witnesses,
including former Agriculture Min-
ister and close Bishop colleague
George . Louison. Bishop’s former
bodyguard, Cletus St. Paul, is also
expected to give evidence.

AN
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Defendants disrupt Grenada trial again

" GEORGE’S, April 25, (CANA)

For the third straight day, the
aurice Bishop murder trial was
srupted by chanting defendants, 17

whom were sentenced to two -

eeks in jail for contempt of court.

Only the 18th accused — Rae-
irn Nelson, a former soldier, —was
‘esent to hear the evidence® of two
itnesses, including the mother of
ain former Education Minister, jac-
1eline Creft.

The former military and govern-
ient officials, charged with mur-
ering Prime Minister Bishop, Creft,

1d nine associates in an Ocrober °

983 coup, spurned two offers from
cting Chief Justice Denis Byron to
:ad the evidence to them.

Thev responded with continued

chanting, clapping and stamping of - which ripped through a building at

feet, before being led away for the
second time today to Richmond Hill
Prison where they have been held
since 1983. Raeburn, as on the pre-
vious occasions, did not join the
chants.

The defendants are unrepresented
after instructing their lawyers to
abandon the case last week when
Acting Chief Justice Dennis Byron
refused to stay proceedings in the
case while the lawyers appealed the
judge’s rejection of a motion chal-
lenging the validity of the court.

Both Mrs. Lynn Creft and Pamela
Bullen-Cherubin, whose father died
during the coup, told the court about
injuries and deaths resulting from the
heavy hail of automatic gun fire

army headquartérs at Fort Rupert in
which Bishop and supporters had
sought refuge after they had freed
him from house arrest.

As with yesterday’s witness, nei-
ther was cross-examined.

Creft said she saw one woman .

whom she identifed as Avis ferguson
having her buttocks and intestines
blown away by gun fire. '

Bullen-Cherebin, a nurse, also re-
ported seeing a school girl, Jémma
Belmar, with a hole in her head
inside the room as soldiers pounded
the building for several minutes be-
fore the late Prime Minister surren-
dered.

Among those charged with mur-

der are former Deputy Prime Min-
ister Bernard Coard, his wife Phyllis,
former army commander General
Hudson Austin, former Mobilisation
Minister Selwyn Strachan, and ex-
envoy to Cuba Major Leon Comn-
wall.,

Creft rold the court that she
witnessed her daughter being taken
away at gun point by a soldier she
identified only as ‘Goat’ when the
two of them tried to leave the fort
after-it was taken over by soldiers
loyal ‘to Bishop’s opponents in the
People’s Revolutionary Government.

“When we (Mrs. Creft and Jac-
queline) were going down the gap
(of the Fort), one of the officers
pointed the gun at her and he said
you Jackie Creft stand up there with

(Cont’d on Page 3)
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Defendants disrupt trial...

(Cont’d from Page 1)

‘;fou hands up, and I just looked at her:

and she said mammy go on,” she told
the court.

" The mother of the slain Education
Minister said that was the last time
s‘he saw her daughter alive.

" Bullen-Cherebin said she was part
of the crowd chantin “B for anhop,
C for Coard, and C for communism”

whlch went.to rescue Bishop from his

home and that the chant soon
changed to “we find we leader” after
heé‘was released.

" Bishop, along with Creft and some
pf his close confidants were driven in
a, car owned by a local businessman
to Fort Rupert where he later met his
dcath

"Both Bullen-Cherebin and  Creft
stated that as soon as the building at
Fort Rupert came under fire its occu-
pants were ordered by Bishop to lie
flat to the ground.

The former said that during the
selge the late Pnme Minister asked
one of the soldiers in the room for a
% uh’ but Bishop was told he could not

ire from inside the building because
there was no window and that every-
one’inside would get hurt.

She spoke about someone in the
foom shouting out “we surrender”

after the firing had ceased and that

the reply from outside the building
was that they should all come out
with their hands in the air.

She said the women were carrying
the injured school-girl and on re. “h-
ing the verandah of the building there

were three bodies that leoked dead

and in the yard trucks and cars were

- on fire.

Bullen-Charles also reported seeing
the body of trade unionist Vincent
Noel lying ‘outside the building and
armed soldiers in the vard.

She, however, said that before the
firing started three soldiers, Lester
Redhead, Cecil Prime, and Chris
Stroude who were in the bunldmg had
dlsappeared

The three are among a group of
eleven soldiers xmpllgated in the slay-
ings.

Bullen- Lharles said that when she
entered the building at Fort Rupert
the late Prime Minister was trying to
write something on a picce of paper
but he had to hand it over to some-
one else since he looked nervous.

On her return 10 the nearby hospi-

tal, she report 3 two more
dead bodie; that several others
with brok ‘were brought in
for treatment.

T3
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- Bishop murder trial opens

e
)

{Cont’d from Page 1)
ing the speech of Hud-
son-Phillips, a former
Attorney-General of
Trimidad - and Tobago.
was Raeburn  Nelson,
who handled one of the
armoured . cars. ordered
to . recapture the  Fort
where Bishop had
spught sanctuary.

w7 The others, including
ex-Deputy Prime Min-
ister Bernard Coard and
former. army command-
er Genéral Hudson Aus-
an, were removed from
the court after disturb-
ing the proceedings with
loud chanting, clapping
of -hands and stamping
of .feet for nearly five
minutes.

< They chanted: “Why
are you afraid of a fair
tmal?”, “Why are you
afraid of a constirutional
court?”, “Why are vou
afraid of a public trial?”,
“This court 1s a Yankee
court™, “This court is
unconstitutional”,  and

“We want we docu-
ments now.”
The detendants are

unrepresented following
their decision nearly two
weeks ago to ask the all-

Jamaica team of defense

lawyers representing
them to withdraw from
the proceedings.

Their action followed
a ruling from acting
Chief Justice Denis By-
ron not to grant a stay in
the proceedings until the

- Appeal Court meets next

month to determine a
constitutional motion.

At today sitting, By-
ron decided against cit-
ing the defendants who
are nearing the end of
prison sentences ranging
from seven to 10 days
for contempt of court
following their unruly
behaviour in court last
week.

Hudson-Philhp  told
jurors the prosecution
would present a case

showing that a number
of top level meetings of
rhie'" N'e w' ietwier
Movement (NJM) lead-
ership prior to the army
massacre were held in
order to “neutralize, iso-
late and eventually liqui-

date” the late Prime
Minister.
He srated that the

prosecution intended to
show that the execution
of Bishop and his close
associates was not a
“hot headed decision™
but what he referred ro
as the culmination of an
action plan. :

He said the prosecu-
ton would reveal that
the executions were car-
ried out on the orders of
the central committee of
the NJM which con-
vened a meeting at Fort
Frederick shortly afrer
the late prime Minister
Was freed by supporters
from under house arrest
at his official resxdgpce

Before the execution

v

took place, Hudson-
Phillip said, the scene at
Fort Frederick was one
in which central com-
mittee  members  were
preparing for battle with
shouts of “long live the
central commirtee” and
with soldiers responding
with  “we obey, we
obey” in reference to
orders from the central
committee.

He spoke of those
soldiers selected to re-
capture the Fort at
which Bishop and the
others had sought refuge
being given “machines
of war” to go on a

slashed the throat ot
Bishop to ensure that he
was dead and chopped
off one of his fingers in
order to remove a ring.
In addition, he said
the prosecution would
use  another  witness
from the fire station
who reported seeing as
many as 60 bodies lying
on the ground when a
fire truck arrived on the
scene tor a clean-up.
According to Hud-
son-Phillips there is evi-
dence to show that the
execution took place de
spite pleas from former
Education Minister Jac-

mission of “carnage and ,quelme Creft that she

death” with their com-
manders ordering them:
to open ‘fire with rthe
armoured _cars thmagh
the defenscless crowd.
chief prosecutor
lndmated that one of the
key prosecution  wit-
nesses would tell the
court that Bishop and

" the others were lined up

agannsr a wall on the
“top square” of Fort
Rupert and shot by a
firing squad led by sol-
diers Andy Mitchell,
Cosmos Richardson, and
Vincent Joseph.

He also said that this
witness would restify
that one of the accused

was pregnant.

He said there was
also evidence that Bish-
op showed bravery by
facing the firing squad
rather than the wall.

The prosecutor also
told jurors that they
would have to consider
the fact that while this
was going on there were
shouts of “long live the
revolution” and “long
live the central commit-
tee” from Fort Frederick
and then a flare was sent
up from Fort Rupert to
which  ex-army  chief
General Hudson Austin
shouted “mission  ac-
complished”.
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One-legged girl tells court of army slaying
of Bishop supporters

ST. GEORGE’S, April 30, (CANA)

shots coming from the direct f
An 18-year-old Grenadian student . ol ol

the armoured cars. | started to run |

who lost her left leg during a bloody
1983 coup here roday rold the High
Court about her ordeal and the army
slaying of people who supported
leftist Prime Minister Maurice Bish-
LOp.

Ann Neptune was one of two
prosecution witnesses giving evidence
.in the long-delayed trial of 18 former
army and Government officials
charged with murdering Bishop and

some members of his Cabinet during
-the palace coup.

" Neptune hobbled into court on
crutches to take the witness stand
“after former People’s Revolutionary
Army (PRA) nurse Merlin Rullow
had rold the court abour seeing
Bishop, Foreign  Minister  Unison
Whiteman, Educarion -Minister Jac-
queline Creft, Housing Minister Nor-
ris Bain, and trade unionist Fitzroy
Bain lying on the ground at Fort
Rupert looking dead.

The 18 defendants, who are unre-
presented by lawyers, again refused
to question witnesses on the grounds
that they would not co-operate with
the court which they regard as
“unconstitutional ™

Both witnesses testifed in the
absence of the defendants with the
exception ex-soldier Raeburn Nelson
after the Acting Chief Justice Denis
Byron ordered their removal .from
court for disrupting the proceedings.

Among those on trial are ex-Dep-
uty Prime Minister Bernard Coard,
his wife Phyllis, and former army
commander General Hudson Austin.
~ Neprune told the court that be-
fore she was shot by soldiers who
came to storm the Fort she hadbeen
part of the crowd which went to
Bishop's official residence and fre;
him from house arrest. -

She said the crowd was singing
"Wc want our leader”, “No school
without our leader”, and “no work
without our leader” and that the
chant changed to “we find our lead-
er” after Bishop was freed.

Neptune stated that she was shot
near the entrance to Fort Rupert. It
happened while she was trying 1o
elude approaching armoured cars
which stormed Fort Rupert, where
Bishop and his colleagues had taken
refuge.

“l saw the armoured cars coming
up towards the Fort and heard gun

towards a building not far from .

behind me but | fell. Before | fell my
left leg was paining,” she .told the
court. -

“While I was on the ground and
couldn’t move many people were
running all about and a boy came
and pulled me away to the corner of
the building,” she added. .

Relating her encounter from a
seat in the witnesses box, Neptune

- said that the same boy was able to

get the help of others to take her ro
the nearby hospital where she lost
her left leg during a five month stay. |
Rullow told the court about how
trade union leader Bain pleaded for
his life but to no avail after he was
captured by soldiers who stormed
the Fort. ' =
She ‘said that Bain, wearing only
trousers, stood with his hands'in the
air surrounded by armed soldiers
wearing helmets. & 1
They were near a building where
she and others sought §hé1ter during
the siege. v :
Rul%ow stared that after the firing
had ceased she saw Bishop, White-
man, Creft and the two Bains being
led up a stair on the Fort with their
hands.in the air by an armed soldier,
“Qallistus “Abdullah” Bernard. :

“Bernard is among 11 soldiers on

horia N

“Later as she moved towards the
building known as the command
post, the ex-PRA member said, she
saw one soldier standing around
some bodies on the ground which
she recognized as those persons who
were led up the steps by Bernard.

Rullow also said that she saw

trade unionist Vincent Noel lying of
the ground in the yard with blood
streaming from holes in his trousers.

She said that Noel spoke to her
and she brought him some water in a
Coca Cola bottle which was also
used by the defendant Nelson who
was around but could not hear the
conversation which she had with the
slain trade unionist.

Rullow, who said she was sympa-
thetic with “the masses” responsible
for freeing the late Prime Minister
from house arrest, told the court the
crowd which had assembled on Fort
Rupert seemed to be happy prior to
the attack by soldiers.

The trial resumes on Friday after
tomorrow’s Labour Day holiday.
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- How Bishop died

(Continued from Page 1)

saw Bishop arrive at Fort Rupert
with supporters.

He 'said the late Prime Minister,
several government ministers, and
others were inside the ‘ops room’ of
a building when the Fort was
stormed by soldiers using armoured
cars.

- The witness quoted Bishop as
elling soldiers on his arrival not to
;use their arms against the masses.

Charles said that one of the Bains
‘who was later executed told soldiers
to put down their arms and join with
‘the masses because “we didn’t come
‘for bloodshed.”

He also quoted Lieutenant Cecil
Prime, another of the defendants as
:shouting “long live communism” to
Bishop after the late Prime Minister
asked him in the ‘ops room’ whether
-he really wanted socialism.

Shortly after this he said two
BTRGSs (armoured cars) came to-
wards the direction of the Fort and a
-command was given by a soldier he
“named as Connie Mayers to concen-
trate fire on the Fort.

Mayers was among a group of
soldiers named by Austin later in the
nighr as having died in the military
action.

Charles spoke of seeing several
R ? - .

an it Tost s

ing to run when the armoured cars
opened fire and that others jumped
over a wall which led to a precipice.

Charles also told the court that
after the executions he saw former
army Chief of Staff Major Einstein
Louison, a pro-Bishop supporter,
jump off a high wall from the Fort
with two guns in his hands as he was
pursued by another soldier.

The star witness stated that he
also saw a piece of wrist and part of
the lower hand of a human near to
the ‘bottom square’ of the Fort after
the assault by soldiers.

On his way down the Fort,
Charles said he was attracted by
someone “bawling” only to discover
that it was a girl who was shot on
her foot and he took her to the
nearby hospital. :

Charles said he left Fort Rupert
the day of the executions without
permission but was taken back by
soldiers to the army headquarters
where he met with Lieutenant Ber.
nard.

“He (Bernard) told me how I
could leave the compound in this
kind of a situation, ‘and I told him
Maurice Bishop dead so what am [
doing on the compound,” he said.

Charles is due to return on the
witness stand on Monday when the
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Coard wants Byron
disqualified from

il

ST. GEORGE’S. May 14, (CANA)
Ex-Grenada Deputy Prime
Minister, Bernard Coard, today
told Acting Chief Justice Denis
Byron he should be disqualified
from the high court’s hearing of
murder charges against 18 former
military and political figures.
Coard, one of those accused
of killing leftist Prime Minister
Maurice Bishop and others during
a 1983 palace coup, made a near
two-hour presentation, during

~ which he accused the Kittian-born

Byron of bias against the de-
fendants.

Three Cabinet Ministers and
seven other associates of the late
Prime Minister were killed during
the coup, sparked off by a lead-
ership feud in the marxist-
oriented New Jewel Movement
(NJM).

Coard’s address to the court
focused on charges the de-
fendants have made, ranging from
violation of their rights in prison
to removal from the island of
documents they said are critical to
their defence.

Today the prosecution was
able to call only one witness,
Barbadian police Sergeant Colin
Brawaithe, who completed evi-
dence he started giving yesterday.

Brawaithe’s evidence related to
pictures taken at Fort Rupert
where Bishop and the others were
execured and at an army installa-
tion in the south of the island
where the bodies were allegedly
burnt.

Coard referred to what he said
were several incidents in court
which any “fair minded observer”

. would agree showed Byron was

biased.

tice was creating history by allow-
ing the trial to continue while the
Court of Appeal was meeting at
the same time to consider a con-
stitutional motion relevant to the
case.

“You are making world-wide
history. Do not be an object of
history but be a maker of histo-
ry”, he said to Byron.

Coard also took issue with
Byron over the threat to cite the
all-Jamaica team of defence law-

-yers — who pulled out of the

case a month ago — with con-
tempt of court.

The lawyers withdrew after
being denied a stay in the pro-
ceedings until the Court of Ap-
peal met to decide the motion

He said the Actmg Chief Jus-

Grenada trial

which sought to refer to the
Eastern Caribbean supreme court
the question of whether the rights
of the defendants would be vio-
lated by a trial in the court here.

Coard also complained that
Byron was allowing defendants to
'be brought into court handcuffed
and their names to be called in
front of witnesses who are later
called upon rto identify them.

“l submit that your Lorship
has not shown any concern with
respect to the fundamental re-
quirements of the accused in a
murder case especially in the
text where maters have been
raised every: smgleu day for the past
four weeks “n this court and
nothing has Becﬁgm , he said.

Coard also complained that

Byron‘had made a ruling a few
weeks ago for the trial to proceed

after.some of the defendants had
made reports about being beaten.
‘He said the ruling was made even
without there being medical re-
ports to ascertain the seriousness
of the injuries.

Coard said this was allowed to
happen even when it was clear
that former Mobilisation Minister
Selwyn Strachan could be seen
quite visible in court with a swell-
ing under his eye as a result of the
beatings.

“That is proof of bias”, he
said, “but you tell the Court
march on and call the next wit-
ness.”

The prosecution has already

called 19 wnncsscs to gnt evi- -

dence.

Coard also accused Byron of
committing a grave error in allow-
ing the jury selection process to
take place in the absence of most
of the defendants.

“You must not confuse justice

with injustice, and you must not«

confuse smoothness with
fairness,” the burly ex-Deputy
Prime Minister told Byron.

When asked by Byron whether
he would like him to investigate
the allegations being made from
the docks in camera, Coard said
this was being done “fatally late”
and that the only rhmb which
could be done now was for Byron
to disqualify himself from the

~proceedings.

Coard’s presentation in court
was witnessed by an official of
the London-based human rights
organisation, Amnesty Interna-
tional who is here to observe the
trial.
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Appeal judge disagrees with Ramsay

. GEORGE’S, Grenada, May 16,
na
The president of Grenada’s Court
Appeal, J.O.F Haynes says the
ind’s Supreme Court is set out to
tform all the functions of a consti-
ional court.
Haynes made the comment as the
peal court continued hearing yes-
‘day on a constitutional rights mo-
m brought by the 18 leftists
arged with the murder of Prime
inister Maurice Bishop in a 1983

up.
' He told lawyer lan Ramsay that
i disagreed with the defence con-
ation that there are two courts
nctioning in Grenada and that one
«d greater jurisdiction than the oth-

Haynes was responding to Ram-
y’s interpretation of an appeals
wrt ruling in 1984 in which it said
e local Supreme Court, set up by

Bishop’s revolutionary government in
1979 to replace the court system
which Grenada shared with its neigh-
bours, owed its existence on the
doctrine of necessity.

“I did not intend to say there are
two courts, one with jurisdiction to
hear civil and criminal matters and
one to hear constitutional matters.
There is no separate court. What you
have is one supreme court,” he said.

In arguments before the high
court last month, Ramsay said that
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbe-
an States (OECS) Supreme Court was
the constitutional court in Grenada
and that it conflicted with the court
set up by the revolutionary leaders.

Ramsey contended then that the
local court was unconstitutional.

The Appeal Court President said
that Acting Chief Justice Denis Byron
was right in refusing to refer the
motion to the OECS court since he
had constitutional jurisdiction to

deal with the matter.

Byron struck out as an abuse of
the process of the court the request
for him to refer to the OECS court
the question of whether the constitu-

tional rights of the murder accused

would not be violated in a trial by
the local court.” ;

“Since nothing was referred to
him, there was nothing for him to
decide because you were asking him
to refer for a decision by another
court,” Appeal Court Judge Dr Nich-
olas Liverpool told Ramsay.

Haynes in setting the record
straight told the defence that al-
though the OECS court is func-
aioning it is not operating in Grena-
a. L

He indicated that the -defense
would be better advised to focus
their arguments on whether there is
any jurisdiction ‘for Byron to refer
from the local High Court to the
OECS high court, as well as whether

there is any provision for Byron to
refer anything to a judge in another
court, and where is the jurisdiction
to do that when' the court is not
functioning. 2

Haynes said that the Appeal
Court judges in handing down their
ruling in the 1984 case which
stemmed from another - motion
brought by the defendants “did not
say what jurisdiction it (the local
court) had or did not have.” '

“This” present court is set out to
perform all the functions set out
under the constitutional court. If it
does not mean that then what would
happen to all the people’s rights.
This present court is exercising the
functions which the OECS court
would have been performing,” he
remarked.

Haynes said that the only thing
the Appeal Court judges could tell
the Acting Chief Justice is that he

(Cont’d on Page 3)
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Ramsay = ¢
challenges
charges ¢

St. GEORGE’S,
May 17, (CANA):

a;n Ramsay, Jamaican defence
attorney in the controversial Maurice
Bishop murder trial, who has been
charged with contempt of court, has
challenged the right of the Director
of Pubﬁc Prosecutions, (DPP) Velma
Hylton, to lay those charges.

But hearing of the motion has
been set down for next Thursday.

In her motion filed May 14, the
DPP asks that Ramsay “do stand
committed to Richmond Hill prison
for his several contempts”, which she
contended include referring to the
murder trial as a “supposed trial”, a
“so-called wral”, and a “travesty of
justice”. .

Ramsay 1s charged also with writ-
ing to Prime Minister Herbert Blaize
saying, “the reasons for holding the
trial in secret are clearly to_prevent
first hand observation of illegal atro-
cities' which are now occuring by the
manipulation of a tame and accomo-
dating press to muffle and stifle the

cries for re%s 5 istitutional
rights, so that gorru - verdict might
be accepted in silence by an ignorant
world.” O

In_a notice of motion to strike
out the DPP’s notice for committal,
Ramsay says Hylton has “no standing
in a motion for committal and is
acting wlta wvires her constitution
po{ﬁgrs L

He says also that the leave of the
F 'i?h Court was not applied for
before the DPP’s motion was filed
and that he was not given a requisite
eight clear days notice for the hear-
ing. ;
gAmong other objections, Ramsay
says, Hylton's motion does not dis-
close sufficient grounds for commit-
tal, the High Court has no jurisdic:
tion in the matter and the High
Court is unconstitutional.
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Bishop trial halted so lawyer can meet

Y 2, (g
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ST GEORGE’S, Grenada, May 27,
Cana

The Maurice Bishop murder tdal
in Grenada was adjourned early to-
day to facilitate a meeting between
Guyanese lawyer Clarence Hughes
and 16 of the 18 defendants.

Acting Chief Justice Denis Byron
granted the adjournment in keeping
with a court order he made last week
following an application by the de-
fendants after the Court of Appeal
ruled against them in a constitutional
rights motion.

The Court of Appeal ruled that

Byron was right in refusing to grant
“their request for him to refer to the
Organisation of Eastern' Caribbean
States (OECS) Supreme Court the
question of whether their rights
would not be violated by a trial in
the Grenada High Court.

The 18 are accused of the murder
of Bishop, the Prime Minister of the
ill-fated People’s Revolutionary Gov-

defendants

ermnment (PRG) and 10 associates in a
1983 palace coup.

Hughes along with Jamaican bar-
nisters Delano Harrison and Jacque-
line Samuels-Brown represented all
the defendants with the exception of
ex-Deputy Prime Minister Bernard
Coard and his wife Phyllis during the
motion before the Court of Appeal.

Coard and his wife were rep-
resented by Jamaican barristers lan
Eamsay, Ends Grant, Maurice Tenn,
and Carlton Williams.

Ramsay had previously headed a
team of all-Jamaican lawyers who
represented the 18 in the trial which
is well into its second month.

After the Court of Appeal ruling,
the defendants said they needed to
see their lawyers in order to find out
the legal options open to them.

Since none of the defence lawyers
who took part in the motion before
the Court of Appeal reside here,
Bhyron had to despatch telegrams o
them S .

Informed sources told Cana that
Tenn was due to arrive here today to
join in the discussions with the de-
fendants on behalf of Ramsay.

The defendants are unrepresented
in the trial. They say the court
“hearing the case is unconstitutional.

Hughes, was however present in
court witnessing the proceedings.

Before the adjournment was tak-|
en, the prosecution was taking evi-
dence from Barbadian police Ser-
geant  Ashford Jones who was
involved in the questioning of several

of the defendants shortly aft S.
and Caribbean rrog% invaded the
island to topple the leftist junta that

had ousted Bishop.
Jonescshowed the court several
photographs. which were taken by
another Barbadian police officer Col-
lin Brawaithe at Fort Rupert where
Bishop was executed and at Camp
Calivigny  where his remains were
“burnt and buried in a grave.
The Barbadian police officer said
one of the photographs would show
~the spot where Bishop and his col-
“leagues were lined up aginst a wall
on the “top square” of Fort Rupert
and gunned down by firing squad.
Jones stated that the distance was
pointed out to him by Lieutenant

Callistus “Iman  Abdullah” Bernard,
one of the murder accused.

Another of the pictures, he said,
was taken after former murder accus-
ed now star prosecution witness Fa-
bian Gabriel in the presence of Ber-
nard had pointed out the hole where
the bodies were destroyed.

“Fabian Gabriel said this is where
Abdullah poured gasolene on com-
rade Maurice Bishop and the others
and burned and buried them. Callis-
tus Bernard then said it was the
orders of the central committee (of
Bishop's party) that they must die,”
Jones tolcr the court.

“l saw in that said grave burnt
materials, a lot of flies and a stench
coming from that grave,” he added.

At the time of the adjournment,
Jones was about to give evidence for
the prosecution on a statement he
said he took from Captain Lester
Redhead, one of the soldiers impli-
cated in the slaying.

However, the court has agreed to
a prosecution request for Jones to be
excused from giving evidence tomor-
row since he had to fly back home

for Barbados’s general election to-

morrow.

Informed legal sources told Cana
that the prosecution intends to pit
Cletus St Paul, the body-guard to the
late Prime Minister, on the witness
stand tomorrow.
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