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PM back from Grenada. 
Prime Minister Ed­

___ "'-ard Seaga returned 
.. • to Jamaica yesterday 

evening after visiting 
Grenada where he 

joined other Caribbe­
an Heads of Govern­
ment at the inaugura­
tion of the new 
Grenada Parliament. 
The inauguration 

came after the coun­
try's first elections in 
eight years. 

Mr. ~a left for 
Grenada Fnday morn­
ing in response to" an 

invitation from Prime 
Minister Herbert 
Blaize of Grenada. 

.lampress ·said in a 
refeasethat Prime 
Minister Seaga was 

accompanied by Sen­
ator Olivia 'Babsy' 
Grange, _Parliamentary 
Secretary in the Office 
of the Prime Minister. 
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Grenada trial set to Feb. 
ST GEORGE'S, Grena­
da, Nov. 19, Cana 

Grenada high coun 
judge James Patterson 
today adjourned the 
much-delayed Maurice 
Bishop murder trial until 
February on the sugges­
tion of both defence and 
prosecution lawyers. 

Patterson said the 
case, which arose out of 
the October 1983 execu­
tion of the leftist Prime 
Minister and nine aides 
in a military coup, 
would be down for 
hearing at the February 
sitting of the high coun. 
The trial was due to 
stan in October 1984. 

The judge made the 
disclosure after chief 

prosecu,tor, former Trin- National Mobilisation 
idad and Tobago Attor- Minister Selwyn Stra 
ney-General Karl Hud- chan, and Lieutnant­
son-PhiUips, had told Colonel Liam James -
the coun he was in- attended the brief pro­
structed by the state that ceedings at the number 
all should be in place by 2 St george's high coun. 
then for the stan of the Before the coun ad-
trial. joumed, defence lawyer, I 

This was seen by le- Jamaican Ian Ramsay 
gal observers as a refer- said he hoped that by 
ence to the appointment the time of the next ) 
of a new Chief Justice to sitting everything would 
replace Sir Archibald be in place, including • 
Nedd who retiring at the the legality of the coun. • 
end of this year. At the Two defense motions 
previous sitting, Patter- . relating to the constitu­
son indicated that Sir tionality of the coun 
Archibald's successor and pre-trial publicity 
would be the trial judge are to be heard on 
for the case. Thursday. 

Three of the 19 de- }fa t '1 b..:; f-
fendants -former 0ep;-.--·-..~-- - - --­
uty Prime Minister Ber-. 
nard Coard, former 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Time the Grenadians learn 
,._ by_ Vincent Tulloch 

GRENADA, once the hottest news 
story in the region, is almost forgot­

ten, except for the occasional hearing of a 
~otion to further delay the trial of 19 
'n\ilitary and political personalities, who 
have been languishing in the Richmonq 
Hill Prison for nearly two years now. · 

However, the events that led to the invasion of 
• • that country by the United States, Jamaica and 

other regional states will ensure that for some time 
developments in that state of 100,000 will be of 
interest even to Jamaicans who would ra~her forget 
about that little island in the eastern Caribbean. 

• Since this year the government led by an old guard 
figure, Herbert Blaize, h~ be_en in control an~ there )\as 
been the withdrawal of foreign troops. Serunty 1s now 
under the Royal Grenada Police Force and a select squad 
of para-military police trained by the United States. 

Nevertheless, many Grenadians are not quite happy 
with the arrangements as they are -of the opinion that the 
communists and fellow travellers, though down, are not 
out and will seek an opportune moment to make a grand 
return. 

Jobs offer 
This is perhaps one of the reasons why there has been 

a howl in recent weeks when it was learnt that some 40 
nationals who were trained in Cuba and other socialist 
countries were being interviewed for jobs within the 
public sGctor. 

The leading newspaper in the country and other 
prominent Grenadians have attacked the government 
ministers responsible for offering jobs to these people as 
it is fearr.d that within the public sector they will 
undermine the society. 

One understands tht fears of the more conservative 
elements in the society. However, if the government were 
to follow the strictures of the more conservative sector 

I 
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of the country, it is likely t at it would hasten the 
disintegration of the society, 'the very opposite of what it 
set out to do when three major parties formed the New 
National Party (NNP), to provide a unified approach to 
the problems of• the tro.ubled nation. 

Opponents of the Grenadians who were trained in 
socialist countries have not been able to provide any 
serious accusation about their involvement in subversive 
activities. It seems obvious that if the only complaint is 
that they were trained in Cuba or East Germany, a great 
dis-service would be done to bar them from employment 
in their own country. 

Employment 
I know of a case of a Grenadian who was trained in 

Britain and later accepted a scholarship for a postgra­
duate position in Cuba. He1 returned to his homeland 
before the bloody events of October 1983. He was 
c::iployed as a teacher, but he is now paying for daring to 
undertake a postgraduate course which he did not even 
complete. He is on the unemployment list picking up the 

29. cl-- , , ? £" 
odd job here ·and there. Yet, the country obviously needs 
trained and dedicated teachers. 

It is not an unfair comment to say that · G~~~ad1ans 
need to fear some of their political leaders mor,e ,than a 
handful of nationals trained abroad. . • , : 

Indeed, the autocratic rule of Herbert Blaiz/ .has led 
to widespread dissension within the government. and the 
society at large and it is an open secret that the United 
States has been siding with a certain faction witl1in the 
ruling Party. ' 

Many of those now howling about the emplqyment 
of foreign trained nationals were the same ones who 
stood silently and allowed Eric Gairy to rulci with 
impunity ensuring the rise of the Bishops and C~ar~s. • 

• - . 
It is time they learn how to deal with their own in a 

fair manner. Going overboard to please Washingre n will 
not ensure their security. One would have thoug~t that 
Grenadians le;imed from the mistakes of Central Ameri­
can states. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



• ... Celebrates second year 
U.S. led g)j / since • • 1nvas1on 

St George'S, Grenada, Oct 25, Cana 
Grenadians today offered prayers for national prosperity on the second anniver­

sary of the U.S.-led "rescue mission" and paid tribute to the 19 American servicemen 
killed during the operation to free .the island from hardline leftist rule. 

The mai n highlights of the day, a public holiday, were an ecumenical service at the Roman Catholic 
cathedral here and a wreath laying ceremony at a memorial for the fallen American soldiers. 

The landing of American and Caribbean forces here two years ago followed the brutal assassination 
of leftist Prime Minister Maurice Bishop in a military coup that climaxed a fierce leadership struggle 
among hardl iners and moderates within the then ruling New Jewel Movement (NJM). 

A population, terrifi ed by the strife and hemmed 
in by a four- day round the clock curfew immedi·- . leader Maurice Bishop, and others - would one day 
ately after the coup, welcomed the American and be known," St Bernard said. 
Caribbean forces as their liberators. The 19 defendants in the Bishop murder case, 

In a radio address last night, acting prime including former deputy prime minister Bernard 
minister Ben Jones extended a· hand of friendship Coard and leader of the short-lived mil itary regime, 
to the forme r leftist leaders but made it clear General Hudson Austin, are in jail awaiting trial 
government wou ld tolerate no trouble from them. which has been bogged down with a series of 

By their overwhelming support for the centrist 
New National Party in last December's elections, 
Grenadians showed a preference for democracy to 
revolution and government would ensure democra­
cy stays intact, he said. 

"The New National Party government would 
enforce the law and will ensure that the revolution 
which the initiators themselves destroyed and bur­
ied would remain forever in its' grave," Jones said. 

Jones said Grenada owed a "great debt of 
gratitude" ro U.S. President Ronald Reagan, the 
leaders of Jamaica, Barbados, and .the organisation 
of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), and others 
who played a pivotal role in mounting the "rescue 
mission". 

"We cannot repay that debt in a material way, 
but we believe that a prayer that god will continue 
ro bless America and its people will be acceptable 
as an adequate and appropriate substitute," he said. 

On beha lf of the virtually defun ct NJM, central 
committee member Ian St Bernard issued a 
statement today call ing for "a free and fair trial" of 
the 19 former military and political figures accused 
of the murder of Bishop and 10 associates. 

"The NJ_M is ~onfident that the tru th of the 
October 19 tragedy - resulting in the death of party 

delays. 
The business community, in a statement on the 

anniversary, urged Grenadians to observe the day 
, of "their liberation from tyranny and oppression as 
one of commemoration and thanksgiving for the 
gift of democracy which was bestowed u on uc" 
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New motions delay Grenada trial 
ST. GEORGE'S, Grcna- \ 
da, Aug 8, Cana 

Grenada's Chief Jus­
tice, Sir Archibald Nedd, 
a~ourned the stan of 
the much-delayed Mau­
rice Bishop murder trial 
after two hours of sit­
ting today to facilitate 
two motions filed by 
eight defense lawyers. 

One of the motions 
seeks to censure the 
Commissioner of Pris­
ons, Lionel Maloney, 
who the lawyers accuse 
of preventing them from 

I having adequate access 
to their clients. 

The other challenges 
the constitutionality of 
the coun to hear the 
trial. 

The motions were 
filed by a team of Jamai­
can lawyers headed by 
Queen's Counsel How­
ard Hamilton a few min­
utes before the start of 
today's sitti,ng. The law­
yers want the case 
stayed until judgement is 
handed down on the 
motions. 

The lawyers have 
been retained by the 
state for 17 of rhe 19 
defendants, excluding 
ex-Deputy Prime Min­
ister Bernard Coard and 
his wife, Phyllis, report­
ed to be in the final 
stages of negotiations 
with another Jamaican 
lawyer, Ian Ramsey, to 
defend them in the trial. 

The group is charged 
with murdering leftist 
Prime Minister Bishop 
and seven J:>thers during 
an October 19 palace 
coup in which more 
than 100 people died . 

Ar the start of pro­
ceedings, head of the 
prosecution team, for­
mer Trinidad and Toba­
go Attorney-General 
Karl Hudson-Phillips 

I 
said he was ready ro 
proceed with the case 
but Hamilton indicated 
that the defense was en ­
countering difficulties in 
their "sustained efforts" 
to · have reasonable ac-
cess t he defendants. 

"We have been con­
strained to file rn rhe 
high court- of Grenada 
two constitutional mo­
tions, one of which will 
seek to enable us all 
reasonable access ro our 
clients," Hamilton said. 

Copies of rhis morion 
later shown to reporters 
by the lawyer~ call for 
the coun ro grant rhe 
defendants "adequate 
ttrne and facilities" ro 

[ prepare their case_ for 
the trial, already h1r by 
sev~ral • .postponements 
since rhe detainees com­
mittal a -year ago ar rhe 
conclusion of rhe pre­
liminary inquiry into the 
murder charges. 

The morion alleges 
rhar rhe commissioner 
of prisons and his subor­
dinates inflicted inhu­
man, and degrading 
treatment on the prison­
ers violating their funda ­
mental rights guaranteed • 
under rhe constitution. 

In addition, the law­
yers are seeking what 
they refer ro as a resror-
arion of provision~ • 
agreed to during rhe pre­
liminary inquiry such as 
allowing the defendants 
to use food provided by 
their families, adequate 
medical attention, • and 
writing materials ' ro 
communicate with their 
lawyers. 

The constitutional 
motion is similar in na­
t11re ro the one filed 
earlier by Guyanese law­
yer Clarence Hughes on 
behalf of rhe 19 chal­
lenging the legality of 
court set up by Bishop's 
People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRC) in · 
1979 to replace the 
coun provided for by 
the then suspended con-

stitution. 
The Grenada High 

Coun, and rhe Appeal 
Coun of Grenada reject­
ed Hughes' motion that 
rhe Supreme Coun is 
nor legally qualified to 

try the defendants. The 
Privy Council in London 
in a ruling last month 
refused ro entertain the 
morion, noting rhar the 
right to appeal to the 
Privy Council was abo-

lished by a decree of the 
PRG. 

The Jamaican lawyers 
are apparently basing 
their new motion on the 
jlppeal coun ruling that 
"on the basis of state 

necessity," the court was 
deemed legitimate. 

The island's constitu­
tion is largely back in 
place but laws passed by 
the PRG have been vali­
dated by parliament. 
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PAGE SEVEN ''.fH:E'DAILY GLEAf\ER, THlJllSDAY,,!UNE 15, 1985 

U.-S.· in :rmal withdrawal 
Gr ••. •e'. n' a· d·a : .. the ~ericans . filed aboard their unit from the Caribbean Command 

of tr~ops from 
. . . . plane. . . . h~adquart_ered in K~y West, rtorida, 

ST GEORGE'S June 11 (AP)· "Grenadians are bidding the sol- will remain on the island unttll Sept. 
·The invasion of Grenada ~nded. d_i~rs farewell with mixed feelin~, but 30 to help trai.'l ~h~ Gre~~ police, 

h • b • h. ial with assurances from the Amencans, although U.S. off1c1als said 1tliad no 
w. ere .• 1t _egan, wit. a ccremon including Vice President George Bu~h, connectiqn with the 1983 invasion of 
goodbye •ID a tropical downpour that t'te U.S. is not abandoning Greanda. Grena<la has a 500-member 

t the Point Salines lntemational them," he said. polie force, mostly new recruits. 
Airpon. ~laize announced t~at a commem- U.S. forces invaded before d~wn 

. .• • . . . J , orauve medal was being struck _and on Oct. 25, 1983, to oust a radical 'f!ie. t,JS. Wtthd~wal of ~ . 60 would be presented to a~I Ame!'can military junta that had seized power 
remaintng 8~nd airborne ✓d1y1s1on troops who participated in the mva• and executed marxist troops on the 
t~ps _followed a short eremony . at sion and ~acekeep_1ng force. 133-square-mile island in the Grena-
the airport '.fu~y, where the solid- "Grenadians can take heart from 
ers handed ov~r their headquarters' the fact that the Caribbean security ,---- - ­
Grenadian flag td 'Police Commission- unit will still be around for some 
er ·· Ru~l Toppin and boarded a C- months to allow the island's newly 
130 transport plane for the return reconstitu~ed police force to fullt 
flight ro Pi;,rfBragg, N.C. resume its law and order duties, , 

About 50 ~le huddled in an <Blaize•said.. •• . 
open hangar as Prirrie Minister Her- . The Canbbean peacekeeping team 
bert Blaize, soaked to the skin and his numbe~ ~bout 1_00 men ancl ":omen, 

. words nearly drowned out by the roar the ma1onty sold1~rs fromjama1ca. 
of aircrah engines, stood in the rain The U.S: _soldiers _were pa~ of a 
t . sa --.1bye to the Americans. . team of . m1!1taty police, m~dics and 0 

Y "~- • • communications experts stationed her 
. Members • of the Grenadian police since thclast combat troops withdrew 

force __. a police band stood in in December, 1983. The number of 
formation with the Americans. The trC?<?J)S had been reduced from 250 
band played both national anthems soldiers during the last nyo wce~s. 
;md then' ~~ck up auld lang sync as A 25-member sccunty assistance 

dine chain numbered about 6,000, 
including 5,000 from th 82nd air­
borne division. The invasion fiahting 
lasted four days, leaving a deaili toll 
by Pentagon count of 24 Cubans, 44 
Grenadians and 19 American soldiers, 
most of them killed in accidents such 
as helicopter crashes. 

President Reagan described the 
invasion as a resuce mission to evac­
uate some 600 American students at 
St. George's Ua:iiersity School of Med­
icine. 
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Grenada 19 ruling 
Friday, despite ... 

ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada, May 8, Cana: 

The Appeals Court here will rule Friday on a 
morion by 19 former military and political figures, 
challenging rhe authority of the High Court ro try 
them for murder "in connection with the 1983 
slaying of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. 

that had assumed power 
after Bishop's death. 

Presidenr of the Ap- its decision despite the 
peals Court, Guyanese expected absence of At­
jurist J.O.F. Haynes said torney General Carlyle 
today the court will give Payne who is represenr­

L ------- ---------- --~------ ---- - ing the srare, and Guya-

The 19 includ~ most 
members of the council, 
among them former 
army commander Hud­
son Austin, as w~ll .as 
former Deputy _Prime 
Minister Bernard coard 
and his wife Phyllis. 

The Appeals Court 
ruling will. in large mea­
sure determine whether 
or not the 19 will face 
trial at the June sining 
of the High Court. 

nese Anorney Clarence 
Hughes, who is appear­
ing for the 19. 

Court sources said 
that the three-man panel 
could not remain in Gre­
nada unril the two arwr­
neys return nexr Mon­
day because rhey had 
orher commirrnenrs else 
where. 

The 19 are challeng­
ing the legality oi the 
High Court io wb·h 
they have been com­
mined to srand trial fol­
lowing rhe October 
1983 army takeover thar 
led ro the dear hs of 
Bishop and several of his 
close associates, as well 
as up ro 100 civilians. 

The takeover sparked 
,i l.J111ted States invasion 
of Grenada which oust ­
ed .1 mifitarv council 

Meanwhile, the court 
was due to st.in hearings 
1oday on an .1ppeal from 
former governmenr min ­
ister Derek Kmght, 
.1gai1;sr a six week jail 
senrence and EC5,000 
dollar fine for conremp! 
of court imposed by a 
High Court judge who 
deemed • remarks • he 
made in court as rude. 

Knight is now a prac­
ti~ing attorney in Grena­
da, and served under the 
Eric Gairy government 
which was deposed in 
the easr Caribbean's first 
coup d'et.H in march 
1979. 
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ourt to rule on Grenada 1••..;---:;;; 9~,s--ap~p-eal 

he Grenada Coun of Appeal 
I announce on Wednesday when 
ill rule on a motion by 19 former 
tary and political figures here 
llenging the legality of the High 
rt to try them for murder follow­
a bloody, • but short-lived army 

eover in October 1983. 

he court today announced its 
:ntions to hand down a decision 
the motion, after the Grenada 

·liament approved a decree of the 
er Peoples' Revolutionary Gov­

ment creating the Grenada Court 
14.ppeal. 

e 19, among them former Dep­
Prime Minister Bernard Coard, 
wife Phyllis and former army 

cammander Hudson Austin are 
charged with murder in connection 
wi~h the . (?ctober 1 ~83 s)ayings of 
·Pnme Mm1ster Maunce Bishop and 
several of his close associates ·in a 
bloody military takeover that 
sparked off the United States inva­
sion of Grenada to oust a radical 
revolutionary council which took the 
place of the bishop government. 

The 19, ~hrough their_ ~tiorneys, 
are challenging the legality of the 
High Court to hear the charges 
against them. 

When the appeal court met brief­
ly today, acting Director of Public 
Prosecutions Ms. Velma Hylton 
asked that the court put the matter 
down for We4nesday, with the ruling 
itself to be made at a later date. The 
Judges agreed, and decided to an­
nounce on Wednesday th~ date for 

the ruling into the constitutional 
motion. 

Ms. Hylton said she expected 
attorney for the accused, Guyanese 
Clarence Hughes to arrive in Grena­
da shortly. 

. Meanwhile, the court also decid­
ed today to set a date on Wednesday 
for • the start of hearings into an 
appeal against a contempt of court 
conviction, filed by former govern­
ment Minister, now a practising at-
torney, Derek Knight. • 

Knight was sentenced to six 
weeks in prison, fined EC$5000 and 
ordered to pay EC$1000 in court 
costs after _High Court Judge James 
Patterson held him in contempt of 
court for . remarks the judge deemed 
rude. 

Former Grenada Attorney Gener-

al Ernest John, who is representing 
Knight, told the court he was not yd 
ready to proceed with the matte• 
because he did not see it listed 
amo!1g the cases down for. hearing iq 
the current sitting of the Appeal 
Comt, 

All parties agreed that the cas 
would begin at a later sitting. 

The Court of Appeal is made u~ 
of a three-man panel headed b~ 
Guyanese jurist. J.O.F. Haynes. Bu 
Justice Haynes was a notable absen 
tee from the sitting. 

The other members of the cou 
are former West Indies Associate 
States Supreme Court Ju_dge Sir Fre 
Peterkin· of Grenada, and Dominica 
Nicholas Liverpool of the Universi 
of the West Indies Faculty qf law. 
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Courtto rule on Grenada 19's appeal 
ST. GEORGES, Grenada, 
May 6, CANA: 

The Grenada Coun of Appeal 
will announce on Wednesday when 
it will rule on a motion by 19 former 
military and political figures here 
challenging the legaliry of the High 
Court to try them for murder follow­
ing a bloody, • but short-lived army 
takeover in October 1983. 

The coun today announced its 
intentions to hand down a decision 
on the motion, after the Grenada 
Parliament approved a decree of the 
former Peoples' Revolutionary Gov­
ernment creating the Grenada Coun 
of Appeal. 

• The 19, among them former Dep­
uty Prime Minister Bernard Coard, 
his wife Phyllis and former army 

cammander Hudson Austin are 
charged with murder in connection 
wi~h the . (?ctober 1 ~83 s!ayings of 
• Pnme Mm1ster Maunce Bishop and 
several of his close associates 'in a 
bloody military takeover that 
sparked 1Jff the United States inva­
sion of Grenada to oust a radical 
revolutionary council which took the 
place of the bishop government. 

The 19, through their attorneys, 
are challenging the legaliTt of the 
High Coun to hear the charges 
against them. 

When the appeal court met brief­
ly today, acting Director of Public 
Prosecutions Ms. • Velma Hylton 
asked that the court put the matter 
down for Weqnesday, with the ruling 
itself to be made at a later date. The 
Judges agreed, and decided to an­
nounce on Wednesday th~ date for 

the ruling into the constitutional 
motion. • 

Ms. Hylton said she expected 
attorney for the accused, Guyanese 
Clarence Hughes to arrive in Grena­
da shortly. 

. Meanwhile, the court also decid­
ed today to set a date on Wednesday 
for • the start of hearings into an 
appeal against a contempt of court 
conviction, filed by former govern­
ment Minister, now a practising at-
torney, Derek Knight. • 

Knight was sentenced to six 
weeks in prison, fined EC$5000 and 
ordered to pay EC$1000 in court 
costs after _High Court Judge James 
Patterson held him in contempt of 
court for . remarks the judge deemed 
rude. 

Former Grenada Attorney Gener-

al Ernest John, who is representing 
Knight, told the ·court he was not yet 
ready to proceed with the matter 
because he did not see it listed 
among the cases down for. hearing in 
the current sitting of the Appeal 
Comt, 

All parties agreed that the case 
would begin at a later sitting. 

The Court of Appeal is made up 
of a three-man panel headed by 
Guyanese jurist. J.O.F. Haynes . . But 
Justice Haynes was a notable absen-. 
tee from the sitting. 

The other members of the court 
are former West Indies Associated 
States Supreme Court Judge Sir Fred 
Peterkin· of Grenada, and Dominican 
Nicholas Liverpool of the University 
of the West Indies Faculty qf law. 
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Appeal of 
~Grenada 19 

dismissed 
ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada, 
.May 10, Cana: 

The Grenada Court of Appeal 
today dismissed a motion challenging 
the legaliry of the High Court here 
to try 19 former military and govern­
ment officials accused of murdering 
leftist Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop. 

The three-man panel of judges 
ruled that the High Court which was 
set up in 1980 by Bishop's People's 
Revolutionary . Government (PRG) is 
legally qualified to hear the case 
pending against the officials includ­
ing ex-Deputy Prime Minister 
Bernard Coard. 

Today's ruling gives the state the 
go-head to proceed with the murder 
charges against the 19 during the 
next sitting of the High Court in 
early June. 

\\ 
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~ pressure for 
troop withdrawal 

from Grenada, 
Says · U.S. ~~~5 

ST. GEORGE'S, March 7 (AP) . 
The U.S. Embassy here has denied oppos1t1on 

charges that the Grenada Government pressured 
Washington to withdraw American troops from the 
island. • . 

The. Grenada United Labour Parry of former Prime Minis,er Sir 
Eric Gairy made the charge after the United States announced troops 
would be withdrawn over a two-month period beginning April 12. 
Some 250 American military police remain on the island along with 
about 350 Caribbean troops in the aftermath of the October 25, 1983 • 
U.S.-led invasion . 

"Since rhe rescue .mis­
sion in October 1983, ir 
has been the policy of 
all governments involved 
rhar when Grenada was 
in a position to assume 
responsibility for irs se­
curity, .the foreign police 
and military personnel, 
who had been invited ro 
r e main in Grenada, 
would depart," said Roy 
Haverkamp, Charge 
d' Affaires ar the U.S. 
Embassy here. 

-"No pressure was 
brought on the U.S. 
Government or any orh­
e r government," he 
added . 

The Grenada Guardi­
an, official organ of the 
United Labour Parry, 
had said editorially that 
it was "difficult to see 
Americans voluntarily 
withdrawing from any 
country in which rhe 
communists are inter­
ested. 

"Ir is obvious that the 
New National Govern­
ment musr have brought 
a little pressure on the 
Americans to act so out 
of character," the edito-
rial said. • 

Haverkamp said rep­
resentatives of the Unit­
ed States and the seven 
Caribbean states con­
tributing rrooP,s to the 
peacekeepi n g force 
agreed in January, in 
consultation with the 
newly elected Grenadian 
Government, that all re­
maining foreign military 
personnel could begin to 

withdraw. 
. "I hope these facrs 

will lay to rest any mis­
understanding about the 
long-standing policy to 
withdraw U.S. milirary 
personnel at rhe appro­
priate time without jeop­
ardizing Grenada's secu­
riry," Haverkamp said . 

The Interim govern­
ment rhar took over af­
ter the invasion asked 
rhar rhe foreign troops 
remain unti l rhe Royal 
Grenadian Police Force 
could be reorganized 
and trained. That inv\ra­
rion was reirerared by 
the Government of 
Prime Minister Herbert 
Blaize after rh,e Decem­
ber 3, 1984 elections. 

But Gairy's parry has 
called for indefinite U.S. 
military presence here, 
and the new opposition 
Grenada Democratic La­
bour Parry lodged a for­
mal protest with the U.S. 
Embassy over the troop 
withdrawal. 

The -Democratic La­
bour Parry, formed by 
opposition Parliamenta­
rians who bolred G~ry's 
parry, said in a letter 
made public today rhat 
"we are forced to take 
this stand because of rhe 
political differences that 
still exist within our so­
ciety and the possibility 
of a recurrence of the 
incidents of March 13, 
1979, and October 19, 
1983. "The dates refer 
to the New Jewel 

Movement coup rhar 
toppled Gairy's Govern­
ment in 1979 and the 
slaying of leftist Prime 
Minister Maruice Bishop 
in a military takeover 
that triggered the U.S.­
led invasion. 

Democratic Labour · 
Parry leader Marcel Pet­
ers, who won .rhe only 
opposition seat in Parlia­
ment in the December 3 
elections, said at a news 
conference he's con­
cerned abour Grenada's 
security ·in the absence 
of rhe U.S. military pres-
ence. 

He said ir was too 
soon to judge how effi ­
cient the new Grenada 
police force will be. 

Alben Forsythe, one 
of three opposition Sen­
ators appointt;d by rhe 
new parry, retailed that 
Grenadians rook Cuban 
soldiers posing as con­
struction workers ar face 
value before rhe inva­
sion. They were building 
the internarional airport 
at Point Saline, that U.S. 
President Ronald • Rea­
gan charged would be 
used by Cuban and Sovi­
et military aircraft. 

"We have Grenadians 
in orher parts of rhe 
world who are now 
training as medicos in 
other fields, and we 
don't know whether 
when they return, they 
will be coming back 
only as medicos or as 
guer r il las," Forsythe 
said . 
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Grenada murder trial 
could start in May 

ST. GEORGE'S, March 18, (CANA) can l~wyers who represented the de-
Grenada's Legal Affairs Minister fence at the preliminary inquiry. 

Ben Jones says the Government is The trial was fixed for hearing in 
optimi_stic that the long-delayed Mau- the February assizes of the High 

. nee Bishop murder tnal • can stan m Coun. The stan has been delayed by 
May or June. the postponement of a sitting of the 

Nineteen former Government and Coun of Appeal to hear a motion 
army officials are charged with the ch.allen~ing the legality of the High 
murder of Prime Minister Maurice Coun to facilitate the trial. 
Bishop, three Cabinet colleagues, and The defendants, including Bishop's 
seven others at army headquaners in a formec deputy, Bernard Coard, and 
military coup in October 1983 by hi,s Jamaican-born wife Phyllis, and 
hardliners .in Bishop's leftist admini s- ex-army commander Hudson Austin 
tration. a re also said to ·be unable to raist 

Jones told reponers that the state sufficient funds to retain lawyers of 
is still in the process of trying to work their choice. 
out a satisfactory arrangement with • Informed sources told CAN A that 
Queens Counsel Howard Hamilton in Hamilton is asking for one million 
o rder to retain the same seven Jamai- dollars for the defence team. 

~ \e: ' S· -
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GRENADA AT' PEACE 
I Dilapidated economy 

• by TOM WICKER The island, one 0f the most beautiful in the 

ST. GEORGE'S Grenada: Caribbean , boasts ;1 magnificent new Jet 31 '1'0 rt , 
' I l I b . Cuban labour before the U.S. 

Many a hard-pressed Third World moSt y JUI t } . d d b . d . . intervention . Its police, corrupte an a use 
leader wouJd lake ro have the late-hi d ·o·us governments and a small secunry • h h · · un er prev1 , . . B . 
oppotunity . t a~ as . come to Herbe force have almosr completed retraining by nr -
A. •Blaize, who at 66 has been called ish and U.S. rroops. Within the · next few 
from political retirement ro be Prime months, all foreign forces are expected to de-

•M inister of Grenada. part . . . 1- . k , nan who expresses 
Bl · , , • N N· . l p But Blaize, a so t-spo en 1 

a1ze s cenmst ew auona arty . .d . 1 t sentences and does nor 
·) , f I d firm I eas m . comp e e . 

an ama gamanon o severa mo erate h d - 1Le press was anything but com-. ) - J · muc a 1111re n , . . . 
pames won nea-r y 60 perce~t of a_ huge lacent when I talked with ~im at his_ office in 
rurn?ut . and 14 of 15 seats m the island\ ~he Botanical Gardens. He's lacing a d1lap1dated 
Parliamenr m the D~cember elections. He economy, unemployment estimated_ by U.S. ~ff, ­
has no real opposn1on save an old oppo- cials at perhaps 30 percent , and an infrast ructure 

enr, former Prime Minister Sir Eric Gairy • 50 decrepit that it inhibits economic devel ~ 

now largel y discredired - whose party opmenr. . 
an a bad second. "We are not raking over a government, 

f f Bl . .d "We· are MAKING over a govern-Le tist o rces are in even worse shape, after a1ze sa1 • . . 
he repressive Marxist rule of Maurice Bishop ment .'' · B' h 
nded in the murder of Bishop in 1983, by a • Asked why his predecessors, Maum:e . IS op 
ard -line fringe,_ of hi s own New Jewel and Eric Gairy, had invested so little in . 

th
e 

ovemenr. island's basic n~eds, Blaize laughed, _not _m::rh-
The United .Stares, which intervene d mili - fully , and replied: "They had ot_h~r P,normes -

ril y a fter rhat burst of violence; has com - an ou,tsize military force, m Bishop 5 c_a~;' a
nd 

-1itted $57.2 million in badly needed aid over what an American called "squandermania 
111 

Sir 

o years - parr of a Reagan administration Eric's·~--~~----~----
fforr to put the best fa ce on the controversial 
tervention . Grenadians welcomed it at the 
me as a rescue from . violence and repression; 
ver a yea r late r, most seem pleased at the 
o nsequcnces and friendly to a few hundred 
mericans remaining here . 

Blaize's own priorities call first for reform o~ 
a tan led and burdensome tax system. A Grena 

d
•. g ·ng EC$11 000 (about $4,200 U.S.) pays 
,an earn• ' , 1 rty 

50 pen,ent in income tax; there ~ a so a prope d 
tax and a bewildering array of consumpt;°n . ~n 
indirect taxes. Sounding like a U.~ . ·supp y-s1 er, 
Blai1e hopes to adjust the system so that people 

• ff d to pay and we'll -still receive more 
can a or • 
revenue." I f U S 

Next comes investment - most y rom •.• 
.. d f d; - in roads, power lines (the island is 
a, un ·r d) and sewer 
not yet entirely .,lectn ,e ' water ( h 
facilities and a modem telephone system t e 

'h d dge uses outmoded equipment 
present O gepo .b T · ·dad and Britain, 
from East Germany, L1 ya, nm 
little of which works). 

- and on div~rsifying agricultur~, wiJh emphasis 
o food crops to save tpe foreign exchange re­

n_ d f t food imports. A development co[1)ora-qu1re o . . 
tion will seek and help foreign investors. 

G nada with its beautiful beaches, its gree1d1 
re , . f S G rge's an . ·ns the scenic old c1ry o t. eo ' . 

mhounta1 ' ,·etpon also has considerable tounst 
t e new , . 1 " . I But Blaize wisely wants on y to tap 
potenua • • h ·1 hat he 
into" tourism rather than rely eav1 y on w 
considers a ".fragile" industry. 

The island now has . about 600 hotel rooms 
( . the luxury class); the airlines would rcqu'.re 
nbone '"1 400 before they'd schedule regular 1et 
a our , 
flights from europe and the U.S. • 

So des ite some enviable circumstances~ Her­
bert Blaiz/calls the immediate outlook for his new 

Light manufacturing 
Only after all that can Blaize realistically tuT ~o 

. d I' ment He aims to focus on ,g t 
. econo_m1c _eve op f w~oden furniture, for instance 
manutactunng - 0 

ovemment '"pretty grim". But that government is 
g f Americans who opposed the 
evidencet,.oenventhac°~ worked: Grenada is peaceful 
mrerven 1 , • 

. and has a new chance for prosperity • agam, 
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More on trial 
of Grenada 19 

ST. GEORGES, 
Grenada, Feb 13, 
CANA 
The rrial of 19 former 
11i lirary and polirical 
eaders accused of rhe 
Ocrober 1983 murder of 
leftisr Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop, is un­
likely to be held during 
rhe currenr sining of rhe 
Grenada assize courr, a 
courr source said rbday. 

Bishop's former dep­
ury Prime Minisrer Ber­
nard Coard and army 
cheif Hudson Austin are 
among rhe defendanrs in 
rhe case. 

Bishop was killed 
along wirh seven others, 
including three Cabinet 
Minisrers, during a mili­
tary rake-over of his 
People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) fol ­
lowing a fierce internal 
leadership srruggle. 

The courr source said 
rhe rrial was likely ro be 
postponed because rhe 
state was as yer unable 
to make sarisfacrory ar­
rangements for rhe de­
fence of the accused . 
The Government under­
rook this responsibility 
afrer the 19 said rhey 
were unable ro afford 
counsel. 

The so'urce also said 
a pending appeal of a 
judge's ruling on a chal ­
lenge ro rhe legitimacy 
of the Grenada supreme 
courr could also contrib­
ure ro rhe delay. 

Last October, appear­
ing before chief justice 

, Archibald Nedd on be­
: half of rhe 19 accused, 
Guyanese barrisrer Clar­
ence Hughes argued 
thei r case o n the courr, 
established by the PRG 
which had ruled Gre11a­
da by decree afrer sus­
pending rhe consrirution . 
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WASHINGTON: 
I 

THE UNITED STATES has announced 
that all it§ remaining military ~rsonnel 

in Grenada will leave that island in a five and 
one-half · month phased withdrawal that will 
be completed by September 30. 

The state department said . . . 
Fe bruary 7 that 250 U.S. sol- Government and wirh CPF author111es 

d • d h 400 b to insure the orderly turnover of 
1ers an . t e -mem er security responsibilities and to guar-

p eace keepmg force _drawn an tee that Grenada's democratic tran­
from ne1ghbourmg Caribbean quillity is maintain," said State Depart­
States will begin to leave the ment spokesman_ Bernard Kalb. 
island in mid-April. U.S. and Canbbean Forces landed 

The U.S. forces and those of on Grenada m October 1983 to re-
h C ·66 p ' F (CPF) store order after · the overthrow and 

r e an ean eace orce ' assassination of former Prime Min-
have remained ~n _ Gren~da to ister Maurice Bishop by radical el­
help . provide secunry while th_e emems of his own parry. 
G renadian Government reconst1- At the height of activity, more 
tuted and trained a new 560-me_m- than 6,400 U.S. troops were involved 
ber p6 hce force that 1s assuming , in the Grenada military operation . All 
responsibility for law enforcement U.S. combat forces left Grenada by 
o n the island. December 15, I 983, leaving behind 

"Each step of the withdrawal will only 250 troops in support, training, 
be co-ordinated with the Grei;iadian and police functions. 
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Pentagon probing hand1:iiigj 
of Grenada · gun smuggling 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 8, Reuter 
The Pentagon is looking into widely differ­

ent handling of cases involving an Admiral 

Navy officials said Metcalf intended to -
bring the automatic rifles home for souvenirs 
for himself and his staff. 

and seven lower-ranked men who tried to The soldiers and marines brought back · ia~ 
smuggle Soviet rifles back home after the war fewer rifles, but at least one of them tried to 
in Grenada, officials said today. • sell one of rhe weapons. • 

Vice Admiral Joseph Metcalf, commander 
of the force which invaded Grenada in Ocro- The army and marine cor:ps are known for 
ber 1983~ was given a 'caution' after he was rough discipline, but one navy officer said·that 
caught trying ro bring home 24 Soviet-made even though he was a navy man he was 
AK-47 rifles captured on Grenada. outraged by the lenient treatment given Met-

But seven soldiers and marines, including • calf. 
-an army Captain, were given court-martials Metcalf has since been promoted to Dep­
and sent to jail for up to three years for uty Chief of Naval Operations for surface 
similar actions. • warfare. 

Asked about the apparent discrepancy, the 
Pentagon said it was investigating and further A navy statement issued yeSterday said 
comment was inappropriate. Metcalf had been "cautioned regarding the 

But U.S. officials said there might be capture and disposition of enemy weapons." 
trouble trying to make the punishments more U.S. law prohibits bringing automatic 
equal because each of the services had its own weapons captured in battle back home as 
regulations and penalty codes. souvenirs. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Grenada to join regional security group,.· · 
Blaize said the crack Special Services Unit (SS; ~ ~ 

of the police force, which is expected to be rea;~ 
by the middle of the month, would form part· of 

ST. GEORGE'S, Feb. 8, (CANA) 

Grenada is to become a member of the two­
ycar-old . Regional Security System (RSS) which. 
commits six other Eastern Caribbean countries to 
co-operation in security matters. 

Prime Minister- Herbert Blaize made the an­
nouncement during celebrations marking Grenada's 
11th anniversary of independence yesterday. 

The RSS came into being following the signing 
of a memorandum of understanding in 1982 by 
Barbados, Dominica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, and Antigua and Barbuda. St. Kitts­
Nevis later became a signatory. 

the RSS, which currently mainly concerns fisheries 
and coastal protection.. 

He said U.S. and Caribbean forces, stationed 
here since they staged an inyasion of the island in 
October 1983, would begin a phased pull-out \ 
around April when training for the local police s:., 

force should be completed. ! 
The U.S. State Department said yesterday that 

the withdrawal would be completed in five and a 
half months, but Blaize said the foreign military~ 
personnel would remain longer than tl)e next eight~ -
months. 
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Opposition -Senators 
leave .GULP 

ST. GEORGE'S, Feb. 8 (CANA) 
Three Senators appointed by new opposition 

' leader Marcel Peters today announced that they had 
left Sir Eric Gairy's Grenada Unit~ Labour Party 
(GULP) and were considering forming a new party. 

Oliver Raebum and Alben· Forsythe, Ministers in the last GULP 
administration along with former Labour Commissioner, Franklyn 
Philben, made their disclosure to CANA shonly after attending the 
first regular sitting of the Senate for almost six years. 

This followed the December 28 
historic reopening of Parliament after meet on Wednesday to take a deci­
a general election in December, the sion on their future with the party. 
first since 1976. Two coups - the 
first in March 1979, the last in Octo­
ber 1983 triggering a U.S.-led inva­
sion, were followed by a year of 
transition with an interim Govern­
ment. 

• The announcement by the three 
was made against the backdrop of a 
decision by the GULP executive to 
expell Peters from the party after he 
decided to take his ·.seat in Parliament 
breaking the boycott imposed by the 
.group ov€r the alleged election rig­
ging .. 

Gairy told CANA that if Raeburn, 
Forsythe and Philbert were appointed 
Senators the GULP executive would 

"We have not waited for their 
meeting. We have declared oul'$elves 
to be independent. We would .go 
along with Mr. Peters and that is it," 
Raeburn told CANA. 

Reaburn who is the spokesman for 
the trio is a former Minister of Agri­
culture and Education, Forsythe is a 
former Minister of Communications • 
and Works while Philbert, a retired 
civil servant was the Labour Commis­
sioner under ,1he left-wing People's 
Revolutionary Government (PRG). 

The three ex-GULP members said 
they were considering the possibility 
of forming a w olitical party. 
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~ renada breaks 
~ ties with 

North Korea 
ST. GEORGE'S, Jan. 24, (CANA) 

Grenada's seven-week old Government an­
nounced today it had broken off diplomatic relations 
with North Korea that were established in 1980 
under the previous left-wing Government. 

According to a Government Information Service (GIS) release, the 
break took effect from January 15, 1983. 

The release said the move was in 
keeping with the foreign policy of the 
new administration as outlined in the 
throne speech delivered by Governor­
General Sir Paul Scoon on December 
28. 

Sir Pau l said then that the centrist 
pro-Washi.ngton Government wo'uld 
review "certain relationships" with a 
view towards preventing the imposi­
tion of any ph ilosophy which is hos­
tile to the Parl iamentary democratic 
lifestyle of the people of Grenada. 

Under the People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) of slain Prime 

Minister Maurice Bishop, Grenada 
broke off diplomatic relations with 
South Korea fa vouring the Commu­
nist North Koreans instead as part of 
a foreign policy thrust aimed at 
strengthening ties with the Soviet 
bloc. 

But in the aftermath of the Octo­
ber 1983 U.S-led invasion to topple a 
Marxist junta that had seized power 
in a coup in which Bishop was kill ed, 
the caretaker Grenada Government 
re-established diplomatic relations 
with South Korea. 
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The Sunday Gleaner, January~ 

THE GRENADA 
·, 

El.1ECTIONS: 
,, _l_'·! .II, 

SOME LESSONS 
~- • , ,,. 't by.. Anth~ny P. Maingot 
. \ ' •. ' . 

'; • :Professo, of Soci'ology, Florida International University 
. . 

1: People's ·political \i'n,stincts ·and interests in free elections 
had survived 

2: Racial tension tends to recede during this time .. 
3: Inter-play between religion and family 
4: Electoral method basically undemocratic 
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·, sT. DAVID'S was the parish to study for the 
• election. A traditional stronghold for the party 
f of ex-Prime Minister Eric Gairy (GULP), a seat 
1held by his wife Cynthia, the area was also the 
!birthplace of .the Joint Effort for Welfare, Educa­
tion and Liberation UEWEL) later to join Maurice 

11 
Bishop's Movement for the Assemblies of the 

I People - to became the New Jewel Movement. 

It is arguably the most beautiful part of the Island, a 
series of valleys rich in cocoa, coffee, bananas anc;l spice ' 
trees, the mai1;1:;tays of the I~land's .irpportant small peasant 
farmer. With 5,341 registered voters it is by far the largest 
constituency. My friend , Tony Buxo, the Island's only 
optometrist as well as its only graduate from Britains' 
Sandhurst Military Academy, was legitimately worried 
about how his party, the New National Party, would do 
there. 

A coalition of one old and two recently formed parties, the NNP 
was hammered together on Union Island under pressure from the 
Prime Minister. of Barbados, Tom Adams, Dominica, Eugeni~ 
Charles, and St. Vincent, "Son" Mitchell. The U.S.A . was delighted 
with the outcome; they had invested money and prestige in a bring 
out-the-vote campaign and in making it clear that the NNP's Herbert 
Blaize was their choice. -

But these were nor rhe only outside influences. Eric (;airy was receiving 
strong supporr from Grenadians based_ in Trinidad and the _ Maunce Bishop 
Patriotic Movement was receiving assistance from friends !n the U.S. and, 
allegedly, Lybia . Grenada, it appeared, had _nor_ sropped hemg an ob1ecr of 
international concern . And yet, afrer the Enc (,airy revolunon of the ! 950s 
and 60s which poliricized rhe peasanrry, and rhe New Jewel Movements 4

1
/i 

years of revolurion which politicized rhe urba_n youth and the middle classes: 
no one in the know would predict rhar outside forces would derermtne rhe 
ourcome of rhis fitsr elecrion since I 976. 

Buxo _ who himself had helped organize a telephone campaign ~o fo,ce 
rhe NNP merger - was nor sining still; on rhe_~ve of v._ormg day he w'.shed ro 
test the mood of St. David's for rhe NNP and l! s candidate, Dan _W1ll1ams. In 

e of those srrokes of theatrical genius which makes West Indian carnivals 
~~ch spectacular affairs, Buxo appropriated his daughter's doll house and 
strapped ir to the roof of his car. The house, you see 1s rhe new symbol of the 

NNP. 

c \~ . .__~ ~ ~ J bvious illusion 
~~'-· '2-0 . J.,, ~ 

Eric Gairy's star was quire well -known and rhe Maurice Bishop Parrioric 
Movement's · airplane was an obvious illusion to the airporr which rhc 
murdered ex-Prime Minister had built . These, then , were the compering 
symbols o f this new effort to ger plurahsr polirics back on track after a decade 
of Eric Gairy mi srul e .ind nearly half a decade of Maurice Bishop's "so~:ialfst .. 
monologue. 

After some hours of meandering through rhe villages of St. David, Buxo 
decided thar rhe majo rity of reactions had been decidedly in favour of "de 
house." While Buxo w~ tallying reactions, I was atrempting to guage the 
mood . 

Maybe the real i allenger would not be either Gairy's GULP or the 
M BPM, bur rather disinterest reflected in a high voter absentee rate. Afrer all,1 
every report since the October 1983 invasion had highlighred the fact that 
Grenadians wanted as lirrle to do wirh politics as possible. Our tour through 
Sr. David's, however, showed that rhe mood had changed dram:itica ll y 

The~ enthusiasm for rhe star, for the plane, bur especially, for rhe house, 
was conveyed with such energy rhar it soon became enveloping and conta­
gious. At least 'the people of Sr. David were showing as spontaneous a 
collective joy as I had witnessed anywhere in the Caribbean 

First lesson 

Buxo's unique polling ploy had been a smashing success; 1t gave him 
something quantifiable about the general mood and it presented me with the 
first lesson 1 would bring away from Grenada: thar the people's political 
instin cts and interests in free elections had survived rhe multiple tragedies of 
rheir young hisrory . Previous elections in Dominica, Sr. Kins, St. Lucia, 
Tobago and the subsequent one in Belize showed that Caribbean Man, and 
especially Woman, love politics and the opportunity tO vore periodically for 
the party of their cho ice. 

Ir is rheir basic conception of h·har political rights - their cmzei:,ship -air 
all about. In the recent elections in Sr. Vincent, 89% of rhc electorate tu111ed 
our despire tom:nrial rains and rropi.:al squalls. Grenada gave every evidence 
of coming close tO that performance. That Buxo's polling gimmick seemed to 
be pointing in rhe right direnion, ar least as far as St. David's was concr-tned, 
was made evident with force that same evening. 

Expecting a moror:motorcade of perhaps a dozen or so vehicles we had 
discussed whether the two of us, both light skinned West Indians, should join 
in; would this contribure to rhe accusation of both the GULP and rhe M BPM 
that the NNP was a "bourgeois" party? 

The doll house 

We decided that the morning's experience with the doll-house made ou1 
presence not only possible, bur indeed, desirable. And so I learned Lesson No_ 
2: West Indian racial (or better, colour} tension, always latent, tends to 1eccdt· 
dramarically during periods which require colleetive, democratic parriciparion 

Elecrions, like carnival, sporring events or religious processions, seem 10 

bring our rhar intrinsic sense of humanity and fellowship which makes Wesr 
Indian social rebtions so unique. Bur this lesson conrains irs antinomy: that 

Happil y, this was not rhe mood, so we drove towards rhe caravan, anJ ir 
was a sighr. Snaking irs way rhrough St. David's magnificent valleys was a line 
of vehicks of every conceivable rype, jammed with Grenadians of cvery

1 

conceivable colour singing ro the beat of their specially composed calypso, 
~Dan is The Man in The Van." Bearing on bottles, p.1ns and on the sides of 
doors, rhc caravan wound irs way like a giant "jump up" (the West India 
ver,ion of the conga line) to the screams of delight of clusters of human11v r 
eve ry village they passed . 

Sexual terms 
By rhe tim e we reached rhe meeting place - a rypical crossroads whe1 

trad itionally Caribbean peasant meets urban man - a large assembled Ct-Ow 

of a ll ages was already "jamming" (a mutual, erori c rotating of the hips) to rh 
rune of a popular Trinidad Indian-imitating calypso, "Kuchibadbach" which 
the earthy Grenadians had rranslared into sexual terms. · And rhen, :is if by 
lwell practised synchronization , as a voi ce called them to open the meeting 
with the Lord's Prayer, rhe calypso went off rhe air and rhe crowds serried 
down to pray in unison. Thar religious note ser the rone for the rest of the 
meeting: no more harreds and violence, no more jails, no more killings; 
Grenadians were to behave as the big Christian family they had been hefore. 

Respect for religion 
, lesson No. 3 srared JYle starkly in the face: Caribbean politics can ~ 
• described as a counterpoint between the conservatism and the rebellio1 

against virtually all constraints; rhe interplay between deep-rooted respect for1 

S religion and its corresponding rhemes of family, the Christian rearing o fj 
children arid respect for ones elders, and an explosive - even nihilistic -l 

e "do-as-you-damn -wdl -please" syndrome of artirudes. 
After all, weren ·r most of these young people only yesrerday raisin 

clenched fisrs and shouting "Power to rhe People!"? Who, one mighr ask, are 
the ''real" Grenadians? No answer is possible because rhe question is nor 
quite relevant. Once you take into account differences in style, in expression 
and presentation of self, all people have the capacity and the tendency to 
'shift moods and loyalties. The difference is that democracy, by defending the 

(Continued on Page 27) 

same fellowship can turn into raw hatred and anger in the face of the pe<iplc\ 
coll ective sense~oJ _moral outr;H?.e .. m~i□-di11.nati.o.□,~----~----------

I 
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(Cont'd from Page 10) 
:,1g~i to be different, invariably seems more unruly or chaotic than the 
' disciplined order of institutionalize~ "revolution." 

.->"'t 
•;Tl',· Marxist theory 

,,,( .... Jr is precisely this flexibility - evident in Jamaica yesterday. in China and 
Spain as in Grenada today, and probably Cuba tomorrow -•vhich disproves 

" ~b~9Jutely the Marxist theory of .social change. Societies, i.e. social classes, do 
nor move inexorably fqrward through an increasing social conflict, nor is it a 

• ,question of Lenin's "two steps forward, one step back;" it can be forward or 
backwards, sideways or stationery - all movements quite unpredictable. 
U11.less of course, there is a srraightjacker of the police state. That fonunately, 

- ~ not Grenada and ~t. David's in 1984. 

i t The Table No. I shows how with 58.6% of the vote the NNP secured all 

i

. ·; one seat. On a strict propo rtional basis they should have had 9 or 10 sears 
ending on the formula used to handle residuals. Smee the one GULP

1 .. _.., ner has stepped down it is conceivable that Grenada, like Jamaica todayl 
-~!ld.,.,J rinidad during 1971-76, will be governed without official opposition., 
l'hj~ is a very bad situation in parliamentary systems designed as they were to 
:i~commodare opposing positions within the system itself. 
-·, ....... r:, .. -

~ ~~- ,,,, , 1,· 

'<" '" ~;.'. Political consciousness 
.. , , .... ~ 'I 

:~,'.. fortunat ely, there; will be opposition. Some of it will certainly come from 
•rh~ -Island 's important middle class which has come off the . fence and taken 
s!?es. This is no longer the "docile and confused bourgeoisie" Maurice Bishop 
,described in his secret "Line of March" blueprint for a Marxist-Leninist 
Gre.nada. Their new political consciousness has contributed to a clarification 
g~p(? lirical and ideological positions and terminology on the Island. 

j ,;:;: 

scramble for capital, for investments, and for service sector development: 
evident in Miami every December during the Caribbean-Central American' 
Action meeting. The Leninist idea of a capitalist ' world overflowing with 
excess capital looking for opportunities abroad is something believ,-~ -onlr J,,­
ideologically committed types. There is a struggle our there and Grenada is 
competing not only with Haiti, but indeed with stares such as Florida .~nd 
New Jersey._ 

This new realiry has led to all types of innovations, not all salutary by any 
means. Already the Bahamas, the Cayman Islands, Panama and Curacao have 
strong "off-shore" service sector (banking, real estate and brokerages of all 
types.) The successful "off-shore" medical school.in Grenada shows that there 
is a ready marker for these services and most are legitimate. Bur the ris·ks 
involved to small, fragile societies are also all too evident. . 

. . , A.nd yet, throughout the political speeches that Sunday evening, there were 
din;ct' an~ jndirecr illusions to the recent past. The past still has to find its 
hist6 rian but, in a way, it was precisely this frenetic and unpredictable swing 
bet'!Veen piety for either Christian beliefs or "revolutionary" and irracible 
itad~pendence which led the more dogmatic Leninisrs within the PRG tc> 
re.commend putting the Island's youth under • "heavy manners," i.e., sever, 
disfin1ine. 

The recenr Commission of Inquiry int~ ·the corn_Jptiori of rhe Bali-amas 
points ro one of the most disquieting developments in the area: the corrupJi_ng 
and corroding power of drug money. With annual sales in the multiple 
billions of dollars, with banks, trading houses, lawyers and "investment 

• d h the ·1, expens" located from Miami to the Bahamas to the Cayman Islands. all the "Right," "Left" and "centre" have now been define ; terms sue as '. way to Panama there is a formidable challenge ro men like Sr. Kin's Kennedy 

• .;. ..... - / Simmonds who alternates his practice of medicine with lay .preaching, or 
much-used notion of~ "mixed economy" are being scrutinized. Does it mean Grenada's Herbert Bla.ize who represents every trait of decent·y and hQne)itv 
a pannership between government and the private sector (as the NNP says) or• natural ro his little island of Carriacou. 

::.: ' ' ,v 

~:f.-he clash, over the advisability (not say feasibility) of censuring films, 
~lffng freedom of movement, recr_uiting "armies of production" as well as 
t;!~ ' :lar militia, ere. contributed as much as the deteriorating economic 
Mt;;ri'on to the division and then self-destruction of the PRG. The Marxist-

is ,ta mere "5tage" on the route to the total socia!izari?n ~f production as the / Will Grenada's n.ew found democracy be able to steer a steady course in 
captu~e~ doc~ments now show · the PRG had intended. Another. fonn. of such rough waters? Will St. Kitts or Dominica or Sr. Vint·ent? It has, , ~>ni 
opposmon _w1_1l most probably come from the younger, more lefr-leanmg surface, all the ingredients of an unequal battle. Bur the surface in the 
members within the NNP. Caribbean is just that, for just below is that great capacity for moral 

·:Leninisrs fail ed miserably and tragically. The question today is, how will the 
new ·regime fare? 

'"L , f•' 

Undemocratic 

Clearly the le~der-of this group will be 42-year old _George Brizan who had 
' brought his own National Democratic Pany into the NNP alliance. Running 
in the City of Sr. Georges with i!s heavily young and restless population (it had I 
been an NJM bastion), Brizan took 71% of the 85 who turned our to vote, 

1 and he was running · against one of _GUI..P's most formidable campaigners, 
Alben Forsyth who received 24% of the vote . 

> " N The regime begins with some important strengths. First, 8~% of the '··- , I f rf 
• e•tt~orare voted despite a cumbersome registration and enumerat10~ system. : rony O po I ICS 
·o ~· r, , n 1972 had there been anywhere that kmd of turn-out (83.5 ½,). In Sr. _ _ _ 

.. (.):Jd's Dan Williams recei ved 60.5°A, of the 87.'l°Ai who tum~ out to _vote; Ir is a fascinating comment on 'the irony of politics in general that it is 
t;'.,:l,}LP, received 37% and the MBPM 2.3%. And the story was repeated in all rr~~i_sely the 41/~ yea~ of New Jewel Movement rule which _ ~enerared this 
\;~ ne of rhe 15 constituencies. poht1c~I ~wakening. V1r~ually all_ th~, lea~ers on the_present polmcal scene had 
t!',:.,.,,· "". • bl"en v1ct1mrzed by the revoll!t1Qn: Ga1ry and Winston Whyte on the nghr, 
~-% f be victorious NNP had _won more than 2/ 3 of the parliam~nta; se~; t "lai~e, Ale~is and Briza~ _in the ce_nrre, and even ~hose stout Bishop loyalists, 

• Ji1a-ed to change the Consmu11on, something they promise to 0
• u_t t Radix and George Lou1son .on .the left. Grenada s apparent commitment to 

~ size of this victo ry gave me Lesson No. 
4

= I~ . 
th

e w_eht~mSr~.; 1 parliame~t~ry plu~alism, to _freedom, _ is probably more authentic than most, 
p:i:r;lbmenrary system, the electoral meth od (the_ so-called f,rsr-paSr_ the prs~ based as It IS on _bitter expenen_ce nor Just_ theory. 
is ·b~sicall y undemocratic, and as such, tends to disto rt the real we1g I O I e I 
~;OJ tilg. 

indignation which gives hope that somehow, sometime, wrongs will _be 
redressed. One can only hope that the c_osrs will hot be too. heavy. And this, is 
where the U.S. comes in. 

1 ,, ' 

The winds of change have been glowing in the Caribbean ,sinl·e before 
World War II; each island in turn has been i-n center stage. 1984 might well be 
recorded as the year in which Grenada pu t the U.S. right smack in • center ~r.a.ge 
in that part of the region previously qominared by Britain. But the real res~Jor 
the U.S. is yet to come. Having picked .up a drowning Grenada in 30' feet of, 
water, will the U.S. have the patience, the fortitude and the foresight to carry 
it to shore, or will it drop it in 15? 
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\ ~ c: ~~ C q\~~" 
Table _No. 1 

1984 Election Results & on PR Basis 

Part Popular Vote Seats on Seats on 
y No. • % FPP System (1) PR System (2) ~ 

14 n NNP 23,984 58.6 , 
GULP • 14,677 35.8 . I 5 01 6 
MBPM 2,022 4.9 0 0 °' I '" 

(1) First-Past-the-Post: Seats assigned-on majority vote in each ·,.,, 
constituency . r • • ., • " ' 

(2) Propartional Representation: Seats asin_gned tn proportion to tot~l 
votes cast for each party. - ,.. ----,- -- ~ 

. Whilc"there •rs-nev~ gua'raiitee ;ha, in politics expe~ nce re~ds t 
conquer over hope. in _G~enada the_re is strong_ evidence that recent ~..-.en~f 
will help keep hope Wtthan the bounds of reality. And such an e~ ntuahty w,11 
come none too soon, for in fact, staning in 1985 politics will have to cede to~ 
stew ot other problems. -\ 

First and forem"ost~iit' be the economic one. Along with the~ est of the 
Caribbean~ Grenada is livjng in a period of economic transition: the raditional 
sources of wealth are now ourdated. Certainly there are availabl stop-gap 
measures to help them along: the Soviets offered to buy tons of unsold 
Grenadian nutmeg for the same reason the Reagan administration bought 
Jamaican bauxite - .ro . help out a friend. Bur these acts of ·charity only 
highlight rhe structural ·crisis iinhe Caribbean. 

- Crisis _in economy 

It is nor just the bananas and spic·es of Grenada, or the sugar which .Cuba 
and the rest of the -area have historically depended on, it is also the oil 
refineries in Curacao, Aruba and Trinidad, the bauxite industries of Jamairn, 
Guyana and Surii:iarne and even rhe manufacturing plants so eagerly sought 
after over the past rhree dee.ides. And in what will generally be a bad 
situarion, 1he0 Easrern Caribbean will be faci ng especially difficult circumstanc­
es. For if geogiaphy has .given them an advanrage over the far East vis-a-vis 
rhe U.S. mark et, Haiti aod Mexico. are even closer, and ... their wages and cost 
in general arc mm:h lower. 

. ' , 

Ir costs Barbados U.S.$6.00 more than Haiti to produce and ship a dozen 
shins ro the U.S. Bur t~e: relative di~advantages do not stop at geography and 
wages. The fact· that Barbados, for instance, has a stan.dard o( social welfarl' 
equal to that of Grea.r Britain or Scand,inavia means that they can hardly make 
the same tax conce.~sion·s to new -industries that Haiti, for example, rnn. And, 
the sad part is .that d person-with rwo years· schooling making .l H per hour in 
Haiti is as skilled an assembler ' as the one with 9 years making $I.IO in 
Grenada. 

Fragile societies 
--, 

This crisis in rhe economy - individually and collectively - explains the 

~~ 't,&>. ,q \?S· 
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C·ou-rt ruling 
·on St. Bernard's 
fate postponed 

ST. GEORGE'S, Jan. 10, (CANA) 

Former Grenada Police . Commissioner Ian Sr. 
Bernard, charged with "pr.eparing by the show of 
armed force to procure an alteration in the Govern­
ment of the stare of Grenada", will have to wait 
µmil January 28 to know if he will be committed 
to the High Court for trial, Magistrate Jerome 

: Forde said today. 

The charge arises our of the disturbances here 
on October 19, 1983 in which leftist Prime Min­
ister Maurice Bishop and three Cabinet Ministers 
were gunned down in a military coup at the height 

•· of a leadership squabble among moderates and 
radicals within the former ruling New Jewel 

, Movement (NJM). 
t 
' Forde, who conducted a preliminary· enquiry 
' into the charge against Sr. Bernard, was to have 

handed down his ruling today. 

Bur following a request from defence counsel, 
.Jamaican Delano Harrison, who was unable to 

!~attend court today, Forde granted a posrponernenr 

• and agreed on the new dare with the approval of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

St. Bernard was a prominent member of the 
NJM whose four and a half year rule ended on 

~"October 25 when U.S and Caribbean forces inter­
~ !vened on the island in the wake of the bloodbath . 
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1 owing is GRENADA 
extracted 
from a 
Christmas 
newsletter 
sent out by 
Grenadian 
journalists 
Alister and 
Cynthia 
Hughes . . •. 

"We did 

Alister flnd 
Cynthia Hughes .. 

remember 
not send out 
a 1983 "Ch­
ristmas let'­
ter", and that 
left us with 
an empty 
feeling. But, 
as you know, 
that last 
quarter of 
1983 was for 
us, and for 
everyone on 
the island, a 
period of 
great stress. 

A 

Even now, at a distance of .nan} months, 
the whole thing seems unreal and, 
notwithstanding the 1979 revolution, an 
impossible happening to be experienced in 

_our tranquil Grenada. 
Think of it again in the calm of today. The 

Prime Minister arrested and executed with 
members of his Cabinet -the guns of the Army 
tume,d on peaceful citizens - scores of people 
killed -scores more jailed - the entire popula­
tion put under house arrest - chaos, anarchy, 
terror -then the rescue - military planes and 
helicopter gunships flying overhead -bombs, 
bullets, fighting, destruction and death-----and 
all this where we have picnicked, feted, danced, 
laughed, loved and brought up our kids in the 

bright peaceful Caribbean sunshine. ' . 

Thank God, all that is now behind us. • 
Grenada will never be the same again, new and ·• 
more subtle peril~ lie ahead but, pray God our '. 
recent General Elections will mark, for this '' 
island, the start of a new era of peace, under-
standing, reconciliation and love. • ' 

We have been wonderfully preserved!! We 
enjoy good health, experiences, traumatic and 
otheiwise, continue enges and opportunities 
which make it all so worth while. Only God 
knows what the future holds, but His care of us , 
has been so marvellously demonstrated that, -:•; 
whatever comes, we know we need not be , 
apprehensive. UWI L
ibr
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e The 
fact that 
we had ~,': 
no coffin 

· brought 
home 
should 
... be 
measure 
of how 
well or 
men 
did .... 

OUR MEN IN 
------~~------ -

GREN ADA . 
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When the editor of this paper asked me to write a 
short piece on the Personality of the Year, I nearly 
selected the JDF soldier and Coast Guard sailor in 

• 
By 

John 

Hearne 

• Grenada. _ ____ ,..., _____ iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 
In the end, I did not. A personality should be kept singular. And more ~ggressive or smooth-talking young sol­

the Jamaican soldiers and sailors who have been serving in our now diers had not stolen a .girl or two from her 
restored sister democracy since October 1983 have constituted a team, local ~Y· They were not seminarians from a 
in which each individual has played a part and of which Jamaica can tl,ieylogical college we sent down there - but 
b d ' • very fit, rather proud and feisty lads with an 

e very pro_u • . . . . often tedious, always demanding and some-
How difficult and responsible a 10b they had to do dunng fourteen_ months times _,tense position to maintain. I would hate 

- between October 1983 and December 1984 -1 did not realise unnl I went - to -think that every one of them, off-dut , did 
down for the elections a few weeks ago. We tend, alas, to take excellence by nothing but play cricket, take a cold s6.ower 
Jamaicans - wh~ther at_ home or abroa_d - for ~ranted: Even _ to make and read an improving book before retiring to 
foolish_ ~un about 1t - without compensating for a fnen_dly Joke with proper his virtuous bunk. 
recogmnon. • 

The JDF, obviously, cannot blow its own trumpet about how taut and 
stylish a job our troops have done. Mr. Seaga's tribute to them, although no 
less than the truth, comes from the politician who sent them there .. 

It is necessary, I think, for an objective observer to say that any man or 
woman from our army or coast Guard who has done a stint of duty in 
Grenada between October 1983 and now richly deserves the special medal 
which the Prime Minister says he intends to have struck. 

No coffins 
The fact that we have no coffins brought home should be, in itself a 

measure of how well our men did in that first untidy week after they landed 
and were trying to hef calm a badly frightened, bewildered society still 
co1,mting those murdere by its own soldiers. 

It would be false to pretend that some of the search for concealed 
weapons, or the worst elements of the Grenadian People's Revolutionary 
Army, was not severe and thorough during that first week. If it had not been 
then there might have been a few coffins brought back to Jamaica - and a 
few more Grenadian dead. • 

A lot of this search had to be done by our men. Once the fighting was 
over, the American troops had to keep a very low profile on the ground - in 
the city and the countryside. Only fellow West Indians could and should have 
been permitted to do the unpleasant, house-to-house work that falls to an 
army of occupation in a foreign country where native authority has collapsed. 
The American presence was in the air, from their helicopters, and in the 
knowledge that they could come back, in force, if any trouble erupted ... 
Trouble, I mean, of a size that our 300 men could not handle on their own. 

Sense of security 
What is remarkable is how quickly, the JDF and the Barbadian Police were 

successful in establishing a sense of security. If I stress the role of the JDF and 
Coast Guard, it is because they did act as though they had been doing this sort 
of job, in foreign countries for their enti1e history, and not learning on the job 
for the first time. 

It should be noted that in the entire time they have been in Grenada, there 
has not been one single case of rape by our men, and not even one serious fi st 
fight in a bar between what are foreign -troops and jealous youn&_ local males. 

There have been accusations, of course, that the 'Jacans' have 
cornered all the most desirable young Grenadian women ... Again, it 
would not be only surprising but definitely alarming if a few of our 

Grenadian ladies 
But three factors did seriously limit our troops 

from cutting any swathe through the Grenadian 
ladies. One was that they were rotated, company 
by company, every six to eight weeks, and_ that they 
were kept on very low fay (U.S. $5.00 per day in a 
country where the loca currency is about two and 
a half to one American dollar). You cannot exactly 
cut a dash with even the most willing lady on a 
little over twelve bucks per night. 

Another factor was the iron discipline imposed 
by th~ ... Jamaican officers and senior N.C.O's on 
their men. The troops were kept on a pretty tight 
rein. Indeed, one experienced sergeant-major told 
me that he was glad that he only had to exercise 
the sort of regulations laid down for his men for 
six weeks at a time ... Six months, he remarked 
dryly, and he would have been in a bit of grief. 

And the third factor, let us face it, was the 
handsome and legitimate pride our troops took in 
themselves, and in what was being asked of them. 

It is not being pompously nationalistic to claim 
that they carried themselves with style, with ·a 
relaxed assurance and with a sense of responsible 
command of situation that were very impressive. 
They looked smart without arrogance - and even 
when carrying weapons on patrol did so almost as 
if they were going out for a bit of practice on the 
range. 

A disagreeable necessity was forced on them last 
year. 

I th ink we can safely say that many of them 
have come back home with some very valuable 
lessons learned from that necessity. 
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-Grenada . court 
Withdraival from Bishop 

case seen as defiance 
ST GEORGE'S, April 11 (CANA) 

DEFENCE LAWYERS in the Ma~rice Bishop 
murder trial stunned the High Court today by 

announcing their temporary withdrawal from the 
court proceedings. 

Defence counsel said they would take no further part in any 
"supposed" proceedings until an appeal filed against an earlier ruling 
by the Acting Chief Justice, ,Denis Byron is heard. 

• Queen's Counsel Howard Hamil -
ron rold the court that the all-Jamai­
ca defence team had agreed to pack 

. their bags for home and would be 
returning in time for the - sitting of 
the Appeals Court next month. 

Byron who looked surprised .it 
the turn of events said the defence 
move was in direct defiance of the 
court order he had earlier made. 

" I would have to· consider prom(>t 
action against all of you, and I wish 
to take time ro consider it," he said, 
ordering the lawyers to return to 
court on Monday. 

The 19 defendants are on tnal for 
the Ocrober 1983 slaying of former 
Prime Minister Bishop and 10 asso­
ciates in a bloody coup which 
sparked a U.S-led invasion. • 

Two of the I 9 including ex-dep­
uty Prime Minister Bernard C93rd 
have hired leading Jamai·can lawyer 
Ian Ramsay and three other barristen. 
ro represent them while a state-rl!-

RAMSA Y .... He read statement to rained team of eight lawyers are 
Court. appearing for the other 17. • 

Byron had thrown out a detence 
applic;ation for a postponement of 
the trial of 19 leftists ro await the 
Court of Appeal 's decision. 

Ramsay reading from a prepared 
statement said that the lawyers 
would be withdrawing and in the 
interim would prepare the appeal and 

(Cont'd on Page 3) UWI L
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(Cont'd from Page I ) 
recorJ of appeal which woulJ con,ist of nearh one 
dozen books of over 300 pages each . 

" I wanr ir rn be perfect!~- clear and under<, tood 
rhar we are nor wirhdra\\"ing from rhc ca,c ,1, ,1 
whole and rhar 11·e continue ro ,1ppear for rh e 
Crenad,1 19 hur \l 'l' \\"ill nor n>opnare with rhi, 
pan of rhc proceeding, \\"hich \IC ,ce ,1, ha~·ing rhe 
effen of pre-c111 pring the ( ourr of Appeal pro­
ceedings. and ro face rhe Courr of Appeal with ,1 

'fair al·co111p li' when rhc ,1pp licanr, .1ppe,1I come, 
on ,' he ,a id . 

Ra1may ,aid rhar the deicnce had no di~cretion 
in the 111,mer si nce rhev had ·express and wrinen 
insrrucrions· from the Jefendams ro withdrav. ,ind 
take no further p:rn in the proceedings if the trial 
goes ahead before rhe appea l is heard . 

"Thei r view is rhar since. if rhe app licanr, .uc 
successful in their appe~I ir wi l l mean that rhi, 
unconstirnrional courr cannot gi\·e rhe consrirurion ­
al reliefs ro wh ich rhe applicanrs are em itled ... 

"Apart from ir being, in our view. unfair ,rnJ 
wrong, ir is unrealistic ro he' expecring Lb ro do ,I 

rr i;il and an appeal in rhe same case ar the ,ame 
ri me. One musr come before the other Jnd that 
mu,r he rhe .1 ppca l which will determine the ,hape 

ot the rna l," ht' ,1dded. 
Tht· defence h,1, consi,tt'T1rly <.·h,1llenged the 

\·,1lid in of rhe ( ,rcnJJa '-> uI1rcmc ( ourr \\"hich \I ,1, 
,er up hy J decrct; of Hi ,hop\ l'coplc\ Rnol1111on 
.u-1 C.ol"crnmcnr in 19-9 1,l replace rht',c,1,r ( ,1rih 
hc,111 courr ,\St,111 rill" 1,l.111d ,h.1rcd 11·ith hi, 
neighbour,. • 

The ( oun "' .-\ppe.d ,,ml l,1,t l!l,l~ th,11 rhl" 
ex1,ting cnurr 111 (,re11,1d.1 \l"J' tuncrronrng lcgalh· 
under rhe donnnc of nc·i.,·,,J!\ hur klr th,ir qcp, 
\1·ou k l h~l\T ro he u kt'n I u return the 1,l.1nd rn the 
LI',! ( arihhe,111 ",rem II hic·h 1, rc-rog1111nl hv rhc 
const1runon. 

There wa, turrhcr d1 .1111,1 in rhL" ,ourr when 
Deputy ( om111i,,ionl'r ·01 Police· hr1ro, Kedc.111 
arremptel.:l ro ,top C o.inl "ho w.is 111 rhe pri,oner, 
box froin 111eering ,,·1rh IC1m,,1v on rhe ground, 
thJr the L1wycr no longn repre,cnred hirn in rhe 
proc·ecdings now before the rourr hut onh in the 
,1ppcal rasc . 

( oard and rhl· other de kndJnr, ,houtecl ··,roogt' 
of rhe yankce irnpcr,1Jiq,·· .n rhe pol ice officer. 

In ,1Jdirio11. ,111 I 9 dctc 11d.11m, h,111d, raised in ,1 
reH>lutionarv 111,rnncr, ,houred th,11 rhe courr ,1,1, 
unconsrirnri;rnal ,1, they \I ,-re bcinll, led b,1ck ro thr 
prison lc.s<, rhJ Q_ 201) metrl, ,1,, ,1\ . n, I __ 1 . , (ll_f p ~ _ 
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ote: This story is reprinted in full 
as t'1e final portion was inadvertently 
omitted from yesterday's Gleaner) 
ST.GEORGE'S, April 16 (CANA) 

Sixteen of the 19 defendants in the 
Maurice Bishop murder trial today forced 
a temporary halt to the proceedings by 
clapping loudly and singing in court. 

The defendants, including ex:Deputy 
Prime Minister Bernard Coard, chanted 
"why are you afraid of the constitutional 
court?" and "this court is a yankee court" 
for about five minutes before Acting Chief 
Justice Denis Byron ordered their removal. 

"I am not going to let this trial turn 
into something that it should not be," the 
judge told the accused prior to their 
attempts to disrupt the proceedings. 

He later cited them for contempt of 
court and ordered their imprisonment 
until 9.30 a.m. tomorrow when the hear­
ing will resume. 

The defendants are charged with mur­
dering Bishop, Prime Minister of the leftist 
People ' s Revolutionary Government 
(PRG), and 10 associates in a coup in 
October 1983 at the height of a bitter 
power struggle between moderates and 
hardliners. 

The chanting by the accused started 

after one of the defendants, Major Leon 
Cornwall, was removed from the court by 
police officers after he refused to rake his 
seat on the instructions of the Chief 
Justice. 

The only three defendants who stood 
silent amidst the chaos in the court house 
were ex-soldiers Cosmos Richardson, Fa­
bian Gabriel and Raebum Nelson. 

The local Supreme Court, whose con­
stitutionality has been repeatedly ques­
tioned by the defence, was set up by a 
decree of Bishop's Government shortly 
after it came to power in a 1979 coup ro 
replace the West Indies Associated States 
(WISA) Supreme Court which withdrew 
from the island. 

Legal sources told CANA tliat if the 
defendants carry out their threat not ro 
co-operate and proceed to disturb the 
trial, the Chief Justice might be forced to 
conduct the case in their absence. 

The defendants are unrepresented by 
counsel following the withdrawal from 
the case yesterday of the all-Jamaica team 
of defence lawyers who said they were 
acting on the instructions of their cli.enrs. 

The defendants had disagreed with a 
ruling by the Chief Justice nor to grant a 
stay in the· proceedings pending the out­
come of an appeal on a motion related to 
the local court 's vailidity. 

Before the uproar in coun , Coard and 
former Mobilisation Minister Selwyn Stra­
chan launched scathing attacks fro m the 
docks on the proceedings before the court 
with charges that there wou ld be no 
justice. 

"We are saying this is a secret trial. I 
would let history and the world judge 
what takes place here now," said Coard 
when asked to ma ke a plea on rhe indict­
ment against him before the court. 

" I hope that everyone who participates 
in th is kangaroo trial understands the 
consequences, and I want it 10 be clear 
1ha1 I . am still a prisoner-of-war in my 
country," he added, leferring ro arrest 
shortly alter the U.S-led invasion of the 
island wh ich fo llowed rhe coup. 

Strachan said the defendants regarded 
the case as political. 

"Whether you ju mp high or you jump 
low, that fact cannot be erased because all 
of us here have been fo rmer leaders of 
this country ei ther in the capaci ty as 
ministers, deputy ministers and army lead­
ers," he said. 

"We are nor afraid of any trial. I am 
prepared to stand up in a constitutional 
coun to ltt the world know what hap­
pened here in October 1983 because 
nobody has ever heard our side of the 
story," he added. 
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-ii i~iii~ Jl~na:fd\'lte~jan.:;b~Qqght ··before .court 
i Tit~ 19 defendants ~ most of t told the defendants who order~ sec;urity ••· organs ·of. the state; . ·Offic~ soui't;es • told cana 

which were seized on or after that the documents have been in 
~ober" 25, l 98!, following the police custody here since mid­
illegal and criminal itttral!ion 1984 when the U.S. Dtate De­
and. occupation · of our coun- ~rtment handed them back to 
tr,y .. t " he said. , .. · ., • . .· 'tlie Grenada government. 

being held in secret, with mem- : 
hers of the public including bis ·' 
own family not allowed on the 
compound, except for a few cho- : 
sen reporters who he said bad , 
demonitrated their bias over the • 

their lawyers to .withdraw from 
the case. on l,fpnday, that the 

~I am !ISking the court ·to 
subpoeJ.l~ the governinent of the 
Uni,ed • States through ltonald 
Reagan to return all our origi~. 
nal • documents, tapes and ·•· pet •. 
'sonal • diaries of the New Jewel 
Mo•ement, • People's Revolution­
ary Government, People's Rev()-" 
lutionary Army, •• and all other 

Strachan · said su~poe.n~, or-, .. The court was also told that 
ders shouJd • also. be' served on •.• prior to requesting their lawyers 
those Caribbean leaders.· who .... to . withdraw from the case, the 
were • involved in , the interven• < accused bad given instructions 
tion, • including Prime. Ministers . . fot Legal Affairs Minister Ben 
Eugenia Charles of Dominica, Jones to be subpoenaed in coil• 
Edward . Seaga of Jamaica, an~ nection with the documents. 
John Com7ton of St Lucia. . ····•· . Former PRG . Deputy Prime 
• He sai the documents could Minister Bernard Coard, one of 

prove the inn.ocence of the de- the accused, told the court the 
fendants in a constitutlonal . defendants would only c:ooper• 
court. The defendants contend ate when the· case is heard by a 
that the present court set up by. "constitutional" court. 
the PRG i~ unconstitutional. • He charged that · the trial was 

years. . 
He said the cooperation of : 

the defendants would be given if : 
the trial was held in a .constitu~ 
tional co~rt in . St George's with 
members of the public present 
so they can judge for themselve~ 
the account to be given by the 19 • 
of what happened in 1983, . • 

At tomorrow's court sitting, ; 
the Chief Justice is expected ~o· : 
begin the selection of the 12;: : 
member jury. . , :!,, 

(Trial baited- Page 3) ;, ; : 
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Dramatic twist to _ ; .: 
Bishop trial: Defendant ;­

to turn state witness 1 
ST. GEORGE'S, April 22, {CANA) 

The way was paved today for one 
of the defendants in .. the Maurice 
Bishop murder trial to give evidence 
against the rest when Acting Chief 
Justice Denis Byron granted.a condi­
tional pardon to former soldier Fabi­
us Gabriel. 

The dramatic move came at the 
request of the six-member proseCU• 
tion team headed by former Trinidad 
and Tobago Attorney-General Karl 
Hudson-Phillips. 

Informed sources told CANA 
that Gabriel handed over a written 
statement to the prosecution last 
night promising_ to give evidence for 
the state against the other 18 de­
fendants accused of murdering Prime 
Minister Bishop and 10 associates in 

_ an October 1983 coup. 
Byron told Gabriel that the par• 

don would be withdrawn if he -failed 
• to give "full and true" evidence in 
accordance with a statement he 
signed. 

Gabriel was due to· leave prison 
today. 

The Acting Chief Justice also 
agreed to a request from Hudson• 
Phillips fo r a postponement of his 
opening statement in the much-de­
layed trial until tomorrow. 

The turn of events was mentioned 
at the onset of today's , court sitting 
in which Gabriel and another co­
defendant Raeburn Nelson were the 
only defendants present. 

The other 17 are serving prison 
sentences ranging from 7 to 10 days 
for• contempt of court following 
their unruly behaviour in court last 
week. 

The others - including ex-Dep­
uty Prime Minister Bernard Coard 
and former army commander Gener­
al Hudson Austin - are serving 
sentences for contempt of court after 
disrupting trial proceedings last 
week. They were later brought into 
court and told about Gabriel 's deci• 
sion. 

A copy of the statement of Ga­
briel - which was not read in 9pen 
court - would be · forwarded to 
them. 

As . on previous occasions, the 
defendants refused to answer their 
names but stood silently in the docks 
observing the proceedings. • 

They were removed from court 
last week after chanting slogans and 
vowing not to co-operate . until the 
trial takes place "constitutionally." 

Defence lawyers abandon'ed the 
case last Tuesday on their client's 
instructions after Byron refused to 
stay proceedings pending an appeal 
of his ruling agaiast their motion 
challenging t~e court's legality. 

The defendants - all former 
army or government officials -claim 
that · th'~_ court is illegal, having been 
set up by Bishop's leftists revolution­
ary Government after a March 1979 
coup. The issue has delayed the trial, 
originally due to start in October 
1984. 

Legal sources said the prosecution 
is expected to call 27 witnesses, 
including former Agriculture Min­
is·ter and close Bishop colleague 
George Louison. Bishop's former 
bodyguard, Cletus St. Paul, is also 
expected to give evidence. 
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.Defendants ilisrupt Grenada trial again 

. GEORGE'S, April 25, (CANA) 

For the third straight day, the 
aurice Bishop murder trial was 
srupted by chanting defendants, 17 

whom were sentenced to two . 
eeks in jail for contempt ·of court. 

Only the 18th accused - Rae­
rn Nelson, a former soldier, -was 

·esent to hear the evidence' of rwo 
itnesses, including the mother of 
ain former Education Minisret, Jac­
ueline Creft. 

The former mil itary and govern­
ent officials, charged with mur­
ring Prime Minister Bishop, Creft, 

□ d nine associates in an Ocrober • 
83 coup, spurned rwo offers from 

cting Chief Justice Denis Byron ro 
·ad the evidence to them. 

T-hev responded wirh continued 

chanting, clapping and stamping of~ 
feet, before being led away for rhe 
second rime today to Richmond Hill 
'Prison where1 rhey have been held 
since 1983. Raeburn, as on rhe pre­
vious occasions, did not join the 
chants. 

The · defendants are . unrepresented 
after insrrucring rheir lawyers ro 
abandon rhe case last week when 
Acting Chief Justice Dennis Byron 
refused ro sray proceedings in rhe 
case while the lawyers appealed the 
judge's rejection of a morion chal­
lenging rhe validity of rhe courr: 

Both Mrs. Lynn Creft .and Pamela 
Bullen-Cherubin, whose father died 
during rhe coup, told the court about 
injuries and deaths resulting from ~he 
heavy hail of automatic gun fire 

which ripped through a building at 
army headquarrtrs at Fort Rupert in 
which Bishop and supporters had 
sought refuge after they had freed 
him from house arrest. 

As with yesterday's witness, nei­
ther was cross-examined. 

Crefr sa_id she saw one woman . 
whom she ·identifed as Avis ferguson 
having her buttocks and intestines 
blown away by gun fire. 

Bullen-Cherebin, a nurse, also re­
ported seeing a scl-.ool girl, Jemma 
Belmar, with a hole in her head 
inside the room as soldiers pounded 
the building for several minutes be­
fore the lare Prim('. Minister surren­
dered. 

Among those charged with mur-

der are former Deputy Prime Min­
ister Bernard Coard, his wife Phyllis, 
former army commander General 
Hudson Austin, former Mobilisation 
Minister Selwyn Strachan, and ex­
envoy to Cuba Major Leon E:om­
wall.. 

Creft told the court that she 
witnessed her daughter being taken 
away at gun point by a soldier she 
identified only as 'Goat' when the 
two of them tried to leave the forr 
after -it was taken over by soldiers 
loyal to Bishop's opponents in the 
People's Revolutionary Government. 

"When we (Mrs. Creft and Jac­
queline) were going down the gap 
(of the Fort), one of the officers 
pointed the gun at her and he said 
you Jackie Crefr stand up there with 

(Cont'd on Page 3) 
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·.Defendants disrupt trial ... 
•• (Cont'd from Page I) 

You hands up, and I just looked at her 
ana she said mamrriy go on," she told 
the court. 

• The mother of the slain Education 
Minister said that was the last time 
s'be saw her daughter alive. 
'de Bullen-Cherebin said_ she was part 
of t~e crowd chanting "B for Bishop, 
C for Coard, and C for communism" 
~ji_ich went-to rescue Bishop from his 
hc;>me and that the chant soon 
cnanged to "we find WC leader" after 
httwas released. . 
::· Bishop, along with Creft and some 
'pf ~is close confidants were driven in 
\I. ¢ar owned by a local businessman 
·co 'fort Rupert where he later met his 
death. 
• ' Both Bullen-Cherebin and Creft 
s_r1~ed that as soon as the building at 
t,qrr Rupert came Linder fire its occu­
pjnts were ordered by Bishop t() lie 
ffat to the ground. 

. The former said that ·during the 
sei'gc the late Prime Minister asked 
one· of the soldiers in the room for a ·w.~· but Bishop was told he could not 
fi.re from inside the building because 
.rhc;.re was no window and that evcry­
Me'inside would get hurt. 

She spoke about someone in the 
·roSm shouting out "we surrender" 

after the firing had ceased and char 
the reply from outside the building 
was that they should all come our 
with their hands in the air. 

She said the women were cmying 
the injured school-girl and on re. ·h­
ing the verandah of th e building there 
were three bodies rhat lookt·d dead 
and in the yard trucks and cars were 
on fire. 

Bullen-Charles also reported ,eeing 
the body of tr,1de unionist Vincent 
Noel lying outside the building and 
armed soldiers in th e vard. 

She, however, sa id that before the 
firing started three soldiers, Lester 
Redhead, Cecil Prime, and Chris 
Stroude wh o were in the bui lding had 
disappeared . • 

The three a rc among a group of 
eleven soldiers i1i1plicared in th e slay-
_mgs. • 

Bullen-Charl es said that wh en she 
entered the building at Fon Rupert 
the late Prime Minister was trying to 
write something on a piece of paper 
but he had 10 hand it over co some­
one else since he looked nervous. 

On her return to the nearby hospi­
tal, she- reported seeing two more 
dead bodies and that several others 
with broken limbs were broµght in 
for treatment. 
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Bishop murder trial opens:· 
ST GEORGE'S, Gr~nada, April 23, 
~ aoa • • • 

ProsecutQts today opened Grena­
da's biggest murder trial warning the 
12-member fttry _it will hear about 
some of the most yicious executions 
to have occurred in the small Carib­
be~n state. 

In a near three-hour opening 
speech, chief prosecutor Karl Hu·d­
son-Phillip told jurors .that the state 
would show that leftist Prime Min­
ister Maurice Bishop and some of his 
asso.ciates - who died in a 1983 
palace (OUp - were executed at 
army headq11art~fs, Fort Rupert, by a 

squad of soliers led by Lieumant 
Callistus Bernard. 

Hudson-Phillip said the six-mem­
ber prosecution team would call 
more than 30 . witrresses; the first to 
give evidence tomorrow. 

The cour:t, he said, would hear 
how lfahop was gunned down, then 
had his throat slashed ro ensure he 
~as dead, and also how a finger wa.s 
cut off so a ring could be removed. 

Among the key prosecution wit­
ness•., would be George Louison, the 
former Agriculture Minister in Bish­
op's People's Revolutionary Govern­
menr (PRG), Cler-us St Paul, a former 
bodyguard to the late prime minister, 

and soldier Fabian Gabriel who de­
fected yesterday from - the ranh ..of 
the deferidants to become a state 
wim~ss. 

Ex-soldiers Beverley and Walter 
Charles would also appear for the 
prosecution to testify about the slay­
ing, as well as others who saw Bishop 
~nd his colleagues being led away tq 
their death, the chief prosecutor said., 

.The 18 former government and 
military officials are on trial for-the 
slaying of Bishop and 10 others in 
the ocrober 1983 coup. • 

Thi: only ' defendant present dur­
(Cont'd on Page 3) 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



~IL 

Bishop mu·rder trial opens 
(Cont'd from Page I ) 

i'l'l'g rhe speech of Hud­
s0il-Phillips, a former 
A,norney -Ge n e ra l of 
"frinidad and Tobago. 
was Raebum Nelson . 
~bo handled one of rhc 
.umoured car;. ordered 
IP . req1prure rhe i-:ort 
~};.JJere Bi s h op hJd 
,pµght sancmary . 

.• ,,.The- others, incl uding 
cx-Oepury Prime Min ­
ister Bernard Coard and 
former army command ­
er teneral Hudson Au,­
rin; were removed from 
rhe court after disturb­
i;a_g the proceed ings wirh 
lo!:-'d :chanr ing, cl apping 
of. hands and sra mping 
\}{ . feer for nearl y five 
!"inure,. 

,::: They chanted: ·'Why 
Jr~ you afraid of a fair 
rl'iaP", "Why a re you 
.ifr:iid of a consrirurional 
courr?". "Wh> are you 
;ifraid of a public triaP'', 

"Wt wa nr we docu­
ment, now. 

T he Jete ndanr, arc 
unrepre,enre<il following 
their deci, ion nearly rwo 
weeb ago ro Jsk rhe JII­
Jama1cc1 reJm of defen,e 
lawyer, r e pr c,e n ting 
rhem ro wirhdraw from 
rh c proceedi ng,. 

T heir anion to ll owed 
.1 ruli ng from acrmg 
C hi ef .Jusrice Denis By­
ron nor ro granr a ~ray in 
rhe proceedings unril rhe 
Appeal Court meer, nex r 
mo nrh ro determin e a 
consrirnrional mo rion. 

At roday sirr ing, Bv­
ron decided Jga in st cit­
ing t he defendanr, ·who 
.ire nea ring rhe end of 
prison senrence, ra ngi ng 
from ,even ro IO days 
fo r conrempt of court 
following their unruly 
behaviour in court last 
week. 

"This court is a Yankee Hud,on-Phillip tuld 
(6urr", ''Thi, court is 1uror, rhe prosecution 
1in.lonsrirurional''. and would pre,enr a case 

showing that .J number 
of top level meerings of 
th e N e w J e we l 
Movemenr (NJM ) lead­
ership prior ro rh e a rm y 
massacre we; re held in 
order ro " neutra lize , iso-
1.-ne and evenruall y liqui ­
dare.. rhe lare Prime 
M ini ,rer. 

He rared rhat rhe 
prosecution intended tu 
show rhar rh e exerurion 
of Bisho p and his close 
a,sociates was nor a 
" hot headed decision" 
but what he refe rred ro 
as th e culmin ation of an 
action pl an . 

He sa id rhe prosern ­
riqn would revea l that 
rhe executions were car­
ri ed o ur on th e orders o f 
the ce nrra l co mmittee of 
rh c NJ M which con­
vened a meeting ar Fo rt 
Frederi,k ~horrly after 
rhe la re prime Minisrer 
Was freed by supporters 
from under house a rrest 
at his official residence . 

Before rhe execution 

rook place, Hudson­
Phillip said , rhe scene at 
Forr Frederick was o ne 
in which central com­
mmee members were 
preparing for battl e with 
shouts of "long li ve the 
centra l committee" and 
with soldie rs responding 
wit h we obey, we 
o bey., in refe rence ro 
o rders f110111 th e ce nrra l 
committee . • 

He spo ke o f those 
sold iers selected to re­
capture the Fort at 
which Bishop and the 
o thers had sought refuge 
being given " mac hin es 
of war' · to go o n a 
mission of "ca rnage and 
death" with thei r com­
manders o rdering them 
to open fire with th e 
a rmoured ca rs through 
the defense less crowd. 

The chief prosecutor 
indirn ted rhat one of th e 
key prosenmon wit­
nesses would tell the 
court that Bishop and 
rhe others were lined up 
against a ~all o n rhe 
"top square" of Fort 
Rupe_rr and shot by a 
firing squad led by sol­
diers Andy Mitchell, 
Cosmos Richardson , and 
Vincenr Joseph . 

He also said rhar this 
witness would test ify 
thar one of rhe accused 

slashed rhe throat of 
Bishop ro ensure rhat he 
was dead and chopped 
off one of his fingers -in 
o rder to remove a ring. 

In addition,- he said 
rh e prosecution would 
use a nor her w1rness 
from the fire sration 
who reported see ing as 
man y as 60 bodies lyi ng 
on rh e ground when a 
fire truck a rrived on rh e 
sce ne ior a clean -up. 

According to Hud­
son-Phillips rhere is evi­
dence ro show rhat the 
execution rook place de 
spire pleas from form er 
Education Minister Jac­
queline Crefr that she 
was pregnant. 

He said th e re was 
also evidence that Bish­
op showed bravery by 
facing the firing squad 
rathe r than the wall. 

The prosecutor also 
told jurors that they 
would have ro, consider 
rhe fact that whil e this 
was going o n there were 
shouts of " long live the 
revolution" and " long 
live the central commit­
tee' ' from Fort Frederick 
and then a flare was senr 
up from Fort Rupert ro • 
which ex-army chief 
General Hudson Austin 
shouted " mission ac­
complished" . 
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One-legged girl tells court · of. army slaying 
of Bishop supporters 

ST GEOR GE 'S, Apri l 30, (CA N A) 
An 18-yea r-o ld Grenadian sru denr 

\\ ho lost he r left leg during a blood y 
1·933 coup here roday to ld th e H igh 
( o urt abo ut her ordea l and the arm y 
~laying of peop le who supported 
le fri sr Prime M ini srer Ma urice B1sh­

,q V 
Ann Neprune was o ne of two 

~ prosecutio n wi tn esses_ giving evidence 
. in 'the long-delayed tnal of 18 form er 
army and Governmei:i t . o ffi cia l~ 
~harged wirh murderi ng Bishop ana 
, ome mem bL rs of his Cabinet during 

• rhe palace coup. . 
'· • Neptune hob bled in to co urt o n 
~rntches to rake the witness srand 

• afr'e r fo rm er People\ Revo lut ionary 
{\ rm y (PR. A) nu rse Merlin Rull ow 
had told the court about seei ng 
Bishop, foreig n M inisrer Uniso n 
W hiteman, Education . M_inisrer Jac -
4ueline Creft, Housing M1111srer_ ~ o r­
ris Ba in , and trade umo mst Fitzroy 
Ba in lying o n the gro und at Fort 
Rupert looking dead . 

T he 18 defendal)tS, who a re unre­
presented by lawyers, again refused 
ro questio n witnesses o n the grounds 
that th ey would not co-~perare with 
the court which they regard as 
" unconsrinnional " . . 

Bo th witnesses testifed 111 th e 
absence . of the defendants with rhe 
exceptio n ex-soldier Raebum Nelson 
afte r the Acting Chief Jusuce Dems 
Byron ordered their removal fro m 
court for disrupting th e proceedings. 

Amo ng those on tria l are ex-Dep­
uty • Prime Minister Bernard Coard. 
his wife Phyllis, and former ar_my 
commander General Hudson Ausun . 

Neptune told th e court that be­
fo re she was shot by soldiers who 
ca me ro sro rm the Fo rt she had1bee n 
part o f the crowd which went ro 
Bishop ·s officia l residence and freed 
him from house arrest. -

She said the c rowd was singing 
"We want our leader'' , " No school 
wit ho ut o ur leader", and " no work 
without our leader" and that the 
chant ·changed to " we fihd our lead­
e r" after Bishop was freed . 

Neptune stated that she was s_ho r 
nea r the entrance to Fon Rupert . Ir 
happened while she was trying to 
elude approaching arm o ured ca rs 
wh ic h stormed Fo rt Rupert , wh ere 
Bishop and his coll eagues had ta ken 
re fuge . 

" I saw the a rm o ured cars co ming 
up towards the Fo rt and hea rd gu'n 

, ho rs co ming fro m the direction of 
the a rmoured ca rs. I sta rted tO run 
rowa'rds a building nor far . fro m 
behind me bur I fe ll. Befo re I tell my 
left leg was pa ining,"· she . to·ld th e 
court . 

" Whil e I was o n the ground and 
couldn 't move many people we re 
running all a bo ut and a ho y came_ 
and pulled me away to the co rn rr of 
rhe bui lding," she added . . 

Relating her encounte r fro m J 

sear in the witn esses box, Neprun_e 
said rhat rhe same boy was abl e ro 
ger the help o f orhers ro ta ke he r ro 
rhe nearby hosP,1ta l where she lost 
her lefr leg during a five month stay. 1 

Rull o w to ld rhe court about how 
trade unio n leader Bain pl eaded for 
his li fe bur ro no avail .a ft er he wa;, 
captured hy soldie r~ who sto rmed 
the Fort . 

She. · ,a id that Bain , wearing o nl y 
rro use rs, , rood with his hands in _rh c 
a ir surro un ded by armed ~o ld,e r, 
wea ring hel met, . . . 

T hey we re near a building where, 
, he and orher, ~ought shelte r durmg 
rhc siege. . . 

Rullow stared that after rhe tinng 
had ceased sh e sa w Bishop, White­
man C reft and the two Bains bein_g 
led ~,p a sta ir on the Fort with their 
hands in the air by an a rmed soldier, 
Callisrus " Abdullah" BernaTd. . • 

Bernard is amo ng 11 soldi ers o n 
tria l. 

La te r as she mo ved towards the 
building known a, rhe command 
posr, the ex- PR A member said, she 
saw o ne ,old1e r standing a rou_nd 
,ome bodic, o n th e ground whrch 
she recogni zed as those pe rsons who 
were led up th e steps by Bernard. 

Rullo w also said that she saw 
trade union ist Vincent Noel lying o f 
the gro und in the yard with blood 
srreaming from ho les i_n his trousers. 

She said char Noe l spoke ro her 
,rnd she brought him some water in a 
Coca Cola bo ttl e which was a lso 
used by th e defe ndant Nelson who 
was a round bur r ould not hea r the 
conversa tion which she had with the 
sla in trade unionis1. 

Rullow , who said she was sympa­
thetic with " the masses'' responsible 
fo r freeing rhe late Prime Minister 
from house arrest, told the court the 
crowd which had asse mbled on Fon 
Rupert seemec! ro be happy prior ro 
rhc arrack by soldiers. 

T he rria l resumes on Friday aft er 
tomorro w's Labo ur Day holiday._ 
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,. shot dead by three iOldlers du::r- seph ar-e o~ traaJ. ~ong with ex- u tQ1ng place in ~ "11nconsti- He;. s_.d that Bishop was tiQII' ~angt ~ch~ne-p.~s per~. has side leadin.J lhf~J> e~~i~ 
·tng • )m • Octob.er • I 985 . palace Deputy l:n~ Ma~r B~rnard tutiorilil court," set up by Bish- .· standing -about four to five feet ch~. on a wall over•l~kmg th,; ot\ers to •t he/ !f P : s,~ i~•!~f 

+ coup; the Gren~ . High . Court . ~rd, his wife .. Phylhs al'JCI for-. ()p'.~ Revolutionary Gqvernn.aent. ·•·· in front of his other colleagues !OJ> :square •! they fl.red. ~, 11e~t ... B~ nard c~y1~~ a !•~~,~i~;;J 
~ to~ 'OO.-Y· · • . • •. . • 'Au~i~r::~l0

1-;r :~~ '~~ . • .. Charles w_ho is the ~rst ~!i- . before Bernard • .-~ t.he com- '. ir~: .. t~~ boches of th~e _in 
th

e :::&tr:!~~~;t ~iilslitllii!f 
f r~t1on witness Walter l . • g< .•. f B' ho C ft •••• d .. lleSS to d~n~ the .s1ayangs ~d m~ to J ,oth R!dlardson and B' sh , d ta rte h d •.•. ····•·· H . . • d ilil St ud~ tiiil:Y H ;1 

:•Cha,Jes .a·· former soldier said · s _ayan °' .. 0 
.. P, ··• re an that the late . Prime Mini,ter . Joseph to.start the execution. , 1 op an 5 ppo , rs a ····•··• • e ~.-. . ·•··· .'- · ,.tf> . ·> ••< ~ < 

.. .. 1.-.· .• . •8- ,.!h·. • ........ .- .L t b u· · • .1e···•·· • .rune colleagues at arany head• .w:o.i~--. • ·tio'n··.· , ..... • .•. M. ·•··••.·· , t .. r· .. 1 .... ..• 11• ' •·• ,::-··.·cL·.2 •.·,·.•. •·•·.•·.·•·· .- id. th. •·t•···. •·•··· d . sought refu!e at ' the Fort after setnbled so1d•e. rs 0~41i~•• .. ., .. tt ... • .• ,.r.· - .. op was s.110 y eu n- F R . -- · · 1n1s e . acqu.. ne . -r ea sa , a . rnar , . . . · .,.. •·••.·. •·• •·• .... x, .•.• , .••• ,,., ., .• 
,.. ,:f ...: ea·. n• stu •1 . , Abd~"~I h . 41~"' . ort . u~rt. • . C ft F ei.,... M' ~ te . U • . h••ot·· . ;8 ; ho. • .- • • - th h d. • d he' ·and Cre t were freed, earher , the 'mess AAJl}.hefore dj~;oe~~> 
· an I .· ! man •·•·· . UJ. .Qnlydef~danf lqeburnNel'." · re. ' 0 ~ e-:- ' inn. r _ ni~n S 1,! ►p 111, e ea .an in thedayfrom housearres't; ,tions ' a1id i old/ thejnJ'.dili !#tlie:< 
Bernard·•. whale the others wer.e '.' .... •... ••:. • • • ··••·· h ••• ·•·· ••• ·,...L·.:. •· 1• • •.·.·.·:.• Wh•. teman.. trade · unionist. ,Fitz• after he ·fell to the ground and w· h., . • • . . ·· r m· .. b ··•.·•· ., •• •• •·•·•· •··· • ····•· .. ·'·.• h· .· .. • ;t ········.•·.:t·· ·.••• •·•·.··.·.•••.··.··.·•• .. ·••·.•.·•···•·'•·••c.i.:'ci.,i'-..:,.·•·•·.•,.·•·· .•. . .. , .... S(),nwaspresentto ear'-'JM,: es ... . ··•. ' " ·• .. • . • .• .· , •. , ••••· • at an mmutes o e .. s oot, reason w.· y:t11.ey ·,,Hete>.p ... :.m,,( / ! 
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How Bishop • ilieil 

(Continued from Pagel) 
saw Bishop arrive at fort Rupert 
with supporters. 

He said the late Prime Minister, 
several government ministers, and 
others were inside the 'ops room ' of 
a building when the Fon was 
stormed by soldiers using annoured 
cars. 
:. The wimes·s quoted Bishop as 
:telling soldiers on his arrival not to 
; use their arms against the masses. 
: ' Charles said that one of the Bains 
who was later executed told soldiers 
rn put down their arms and join with 
the masses because "we didn't come 
for bloodshed." 

He also quoted Lieutenant Cecil 
Prime, another of the defendants as 

:shouti_ng "long live communism" to 
Bishop afrer the late Prime Minister 
asked him in the 'ops room' whether 

: he really wanted socialism. 
Shortly after this he said two 

BTRGSs (armoured cars) came to­
wards the direction of the Fort and a 
command was given by a soldier he 

• named as Connie Mayers to concen. 
trate fire on the Fort. 

Mayers was among a group of 
-soldiers named by Austin later in the 
nighr as havi ng died in the military 
action. 

Charles spoke of seeing several 
,.: ' -i ' • l (:') : 

1
• - :-- () · ·: " ' ' ·t. 

ing to run when the armoured cars 
opened fire and that others jumped 
over a wall which led to a precipice . 

Charles also rold the coun thar 
after the executions he saw fo rmer 
army Chief of Staff Major Einstein 
Louison, a pro-Bishop supporter, 
jump off a high wall from the Fort 
with two guns in his hands as he was 
pursued by another soldier. 

The star witness stated rhat he 
also saw a piece of wrist and part of 
rhe lower hand of a human near to 
the 'bottom square' of the Fort after 
the assault by soldiers. 

On his way down the Fort, 
Charles said he was attracted by 
someone "bawling" only to discover 
that it was a girl who was shot on 
her foot and he took her ro the 
nearby hospital. 

Charles said he left Fort Rupert 
the day of the executions without 
permission but was taken back by 
soldiers to the army headquarters 
where he met with Lieutenant Ber­
nard. 

"He (Bernard) told me how I 
could leave the compound in this 
kind of a situation, and I told him 
Maurice Bishop dead so what am I 
doing on the compound," he said . 

Charles is due to return on the 
witness stand on Monday when rhe 
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Coard wan.ts Byron 
~. disqualified from, 

Grenada trial 
ST. GEORGE'S. May 14, (CANA) 

Ex-Grenada Deputy Prime 
Minister, Bernard Coard, today 
told Acting Chief Justice Denis 
Byron he should be disqualified 
from the high court's hc;aring of 
murder charges against 18 former 
military and political figures . 

Coard, one of those accused 
of killing , leftist Prirne Minister 
Maurice Bishop and others during 
a 1983 palace coup, made a near 
two-hour presentarion, during 
which he accused the Kittian-born 

' Byron of bias aga inst the de­
feni:lants. 

.Three Cabinet Ministers and 
seven orher associates of the late 
Prime Minister were killed during 
the coup, sparked off by a lead ­
ership feud in the marxist­
oriented New Jewel Movement 
(NJM). 

Coard's address to the court 
focused on charges the de­
fendants have made, ranging from 
violation of their rights in prison 
ro removal from the island of 
documents they said a re critical to 
their defence. 

Today the prosecutio n was 
able to call only one wirness, 
Barbadian police Sergeant Colin 
Brawaithe, who completed evi ­
dence he started giving yesterday . 

Brawaithe's evidence related ro 
pictures taken at Fort Rupert 
where Bishop and the others were 
executed and at an army installa ­
tion in the south of the island 
where the bodies were allegedly 
burnt. 

Coard referred to what he sa id 
were several incidents in court 
which any "fair minded observer" 

. would agree showed Hyron was 
biased. 

He said the Acring C hief Ju s­
tice was creating history by allow­
ing the trial to conrinue whil e the 
Court of Appeal was meeting at 
the same time to consider a con ­
stitutional motion relevant to the 
case. 

"You are making world -wide 
history_ Do not he an object of 
history but be a maker of hi sto­
ry", he said to Byron. 

Coard also took issue with 
Byron over the threat to cite the 
all-Jamaica team of defence law­

· yers - who pulled out of the 
case a month ago - with con -
tempt of court. 1 

The lawyers withdrew after 
being denied a stay in the pro­
ceedings until the Court of Ap­
peal met to decide the motion 

which sought to refer to the 
Eastern Caribbean supreme court 
the question of wh eth er th e rights 
of the defendants would be vio­
lated by a trial in the court here. 

Coard also complained that 
Byron was allowing defendants to 

1be brought into court handcuffed 
and their names to be call ed in 
front of witnesses who a re later 
called upon to identify them. 

"l • submit tha t your Lorship 
has not shown an y concern wi th 
respect to the fundamenta l re­
quirements o f the accu sed in a 
murder case espec iall y in th e c9n­
text where matters ha ve been 
raised every single da y for th e past 
four weeks in thi s court an d 
nothing has been don e", he said . 

.Coard also compla in ed th at 
Byron had mad e a ruling a few 
weeks ago for the trial to proceed 
afrer, some of th e defendants had 
made reporrs about being beaten. 
H e said the ruling was mad e even 
without there b(ling medi ca l re­
ports to ascertain the se rio usness 
of th e injuries. 

Coard said this was a ll owed to 
happen even wh en it was clear 
that former Mobilisa ti o n M ini ~ter 
Selwyn Strachan rnuld be seen 
quite visible in court with a swe ll ­
ing und er his eye as a result of th e 
bearings. 

'Thar is proof of bia~ ", he 
said , "but yo u rell th e Court 
march on and call -r he nex r wit­
ness." 

The prosecution has . ,dre,1d_y 
called 19 witn esses ro gi ve ev i­
dence. 

Coard al so acrnsed Byron o f 
committing a gra ve error in a ll ow­
ing the jury se lection process to 
tak e pLire in 1he ab,encc of 111 osr 
of th e defendants. 

"You must nor con fuse justi ce 
wirh injustice, ,111d yo u must no r · 
c o nfu se s rn oor hn e,s w11h 
fairness," the burl r ex -Deputy 
Prime Minister told Byron. 

When asked by Byron wherh er 
he wo uld like him ro inve,tigatc 
the allegations being made from 
the dock s in camera, Coard ~a id 
this was being don e " fatall y Luc'' 
and tha t the only th ing which 
could be done n,ow was fo r l~ yro n 
to disqualify him self from th e 
proceedings. 

Coard's presenta ti o n in co urt 
was witnessed hy an o ff ici ,11 of 
rhe London-based huma n righrs 
organisation , Amnesty lnr crna­
tional who is he re to obse rve rhc 
trial. 

J I 
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... Case adjourned until Tuesday , 
ST. GEORGE'S, May 15, (C ANA) 

Acting ·Chief jusrit·e Denis Byron 
roday adjourned rhe Maurice Bishop 
murder trial unril Tuesday a r rhe 
request of sta re lawyers. 

Acting Direcror of Pu bli c' Pros­
ecutions Velma H ylron rold a brief 
high court sirring rhar rhe prnsecu ­
tion reain was deplered as a resulr of • 
the engagemenr of orher senior 
counsel in an appeal courr case . 

They are also charged for th e. 
murder of 10 o rh cr, includi ng Edu ~ 
ca ti o n Mini srer Jacque line C: rcfr, 
Foreign Mini ster Uni, o n Wh iteman , 
H o using Mi nis te r N o rris Kain , and 
rrade unio nisrs Vin cenr Noe l , and 
hrzroy Bain . 

·Prior ro th e ,1djournment of the 
case, Byron remo 1·cd juro r; from th e 
co urr ro consid er wh erh er 10 accept 
a sraremenr taken by a lh rbadi ,rn 
poli ce office r fro m one of the de­
fendanrs, ex-so ld ie r Vin cent Joseph. 

She was referring ro prosecurio n 
leader Karl Hudson-Phillip, and bar­
rister Doodnauth Sii1gh who ,ire ar­
guing against a consrirurional righrs Shorrly afrerwards, Byro n cal led 
morion brought by the 18 rria l de- back rh e ju ro rs in side rh e comr and 
fe ndants. ro ld rh em rhat hi s in vesrigar io ns in 

"There are only three o f us here rh eir absence had nor co'nclu decl and 
a nd two other senior counsel a re nor rhar he w.as ad1 o urn 1ng rhc ma l unnl 
here, and because of what we pro- Tuesday because of Monda y's publi c 
pose to do in calling seven po li l'~j ho liday. • 
officers to give evidence, I rhink Y h d. ' I d . , 

d 
h h · · d 

1 
, Josep 1, ruptec the procec 111gs 

nee 10_ av
1
e I efir assi sradnce, an · on ar least six o ccasio ns wi rh lo ud 

am crav111g eave or an a 1ournmen1 h · • I I · 1· h l 
·1 T d · ,, H I Id c anring anc c app1 ng o ant s 

unn ues ay mornmg, Y ro n ro wh eneve r rh e Acring Direcror of 
rh e court. Publi c Prosecurio ns rose on her fcer 

The police offi ce rs a re expecred ro solicir eviclen,-c iro m the po­
ro give evidence abour sraremenrs !ice man. 
made by several of the form er arm y 
and governmenr o ffi c ial s charged • 
wirh rhe Ocrober 1983 murder of 
Bi shop, Prime Minisrer Of rhe Peo­
ple's Revoluriona ry Governm ent 
(PRG). 

The orher defe ncl ;1nts with rh e 
exceptio n of ano th er fo rmer so ld ier 
Raeburn N elson had ro be ra ken our 
of th e courr for engaging 111 simi la r 
disrupr ive beha vio L( L 
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ppeal judge ·di·sagrees with Ramsay 
GEORGE'S, Grenada, May 16, 
a 

The president of Grenada's Court 
Appeal, J,O.F Haynes says the 

md's Supreme Court is set out to 
rform all the functions of a consti­
rional court. 
Haynes made the comment as the 

peal court continued hearing yes­
·day on a constitutional rights mo­
'" brought by the 18 leftists 
arged with the murder of Prime 
·nister Maurice Bishop in a 1983 
up. 
He told lawyer Ian Ramsay that 
disagreed with the defence con­
tion that there ,are two courts 

nctioning in Grenada and that one 
d greater jurisdiction than the 0th-

Haynes was responding to Ram­
's interpretation of an appeals 
un ruling in 1984 in which it said 
e local Supreme Court, set up by 

Bishop's revolutionary government in 
1979 to replace the court system 
which Grenada shared with its neigh­
bours, owed its existence on the 
doctrine o~ necessity. 

"I did not intend to say there are 
two courts, one with jurisdiction to 
hear civil and criminal matters and 
one to hear constitutional matters. 
There is no separate court. What you 
have is one supreme court," he said. 

In arguments before the high 
court last month, Ramsay said that 
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbe­
an States (OECS) Supreme Court was 
the constitutional court in Grenada 
and that it conflicted with the court 
set up by the revolutionary leaders. 

Ramsey contended then that the 
local court was unconstitutional. 

The Appeal Court President said 
that Acting Chief Justice Denis Byron 
was right in refusing to refer the 
motion to the OECS court since he 
had constitutional jurisdiction to 

deal with the matter. 
Byron stru~k out as an abuse of 

the process of the court the request 
for him to refer to the OECS court 
the question of whether the constitu­
tional rights of the murder accused 
would not be violated in a trial by 
the local court. · 

"Since norhing was referred' to 
him, there was nothing for him to 
decide because you were asking him 
to refer for a decision by another 
court," Appeal Court Judge Dr Nich­
olas Liverpool told Ramsay. 

Haynes in setting the record 
straight told the defence that al­
though the OECS court is func­
tioning it is not operating in Grena­
da. 

He indicated that the defense 
would b.e better advised to focus 
their arguments on whether there is 
any jurisdiction • for Byron to refer 
from the local High Court to the 
OECS high court, as well as whether 

there is any provision for Byron to 
refer anything to a judge in another 
court, and where is the jurisdiction 
to do that when- the court is not 
functioning. . • 

Haynes said that the Appeal 
Court judges in handing down their 
ruling in the 1984 case which 
stemmed from another motion 
brought by the defendants "did not 
say what jurisdiction it (the local 
court) had or did not have." • 

"This · present court is set out to 
perform all the functions set out 
under the constitutional court. If it 
does not mean that then what would 
happen to all the people's rights. 
This present court is exercising the 
functions which the OECS court 
would have been performing," he 
remarked. 

Hay11es said that the only thing 
the Appeal Court judges could tell 
the Acting Chief Justice . is that he 

(Cont'd on Page 3) 
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Appeal 
judge ... 
(C'.ont'd from Page 1) 

was- wrong "to strike out" from th 
niefion the request to refer the ques­
t'ien raised. 

:._<iuyanese barrister Clarence 
l:toghes, who is appearing with Ram­
sat,,. suggested that rhe Appeal Coun 
• ·rhe kgislature to set a definite 
rillle '.frame in which the "period of 
~ffiiry" would cease and the coun 
s~ regularised. 

::. 1-ike Ramsay, Hughes also calkd 
oa. the coun to rake the historic step 
since rhe eyes of the world is now on 
~ and bring about "judicial 
creaciviry" in helping to resolve the 
pasition of the coun system here. 

Arguments were continuing today. 
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Ramsa_yo; 
challenges 

charges 
St. GEORGE'S, 
May 17, (CANA): 

ra,i Ramsay, Jamaican defence 
attorney in 1hc· controversial Maurice 
Bishop murJer trial, who has been 
charged wi1h contempt of court, has 
challengeJ 1he right of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, (OPP) Velma 
Hylton, to IJy those charges. 

Bur hearing of the morion has 
been set down for next Thursday. 

In her morion filed May 14, the 
DPP asks 1har Ra171say "do stand 
committed to Ric_hmond .Hill prison 
fod1is several contempts", which she 
contended include referring to the 
murder trial as a "supposed trial", a 
"so-called trial", and ;1 "travesty of 
justice". 

Ramsay is charged also with writ­
ing to Prime Minister Herbert Blaize 
say ins, " the re.;sons for holding the 
trial 111 secri:r are clearly to prevent 
first hand observation of illegjll atro­
cities which are now occuring by the 
manipulation of a tame and accomo­
dating press to muffle and stifle the 
cries for reJress and constitutional 
rights, so that a corrupt verdict might 
be accepted in silence by an ignorant 
world ." 

In a notice of motion to strike 
our the DPl''s _notice for committal, 
Ramsay say~ Hylton has "no standing 
in a morion for committal and is 
acting ulta vires her constitution 
powers .... " ' . 

He says also that rhe leave of the 
High Court was not applied for 
before the DPP's motion was filed 
and rhat he was nor given a requisite 
eight clear Jays notice for the hear­
ing. 

Among other objections, Ramsay 
says, Hylton 's motion does not dis­
close sufficit:nt grounds for commit­
tal, the High Court has no jurisdic­
tion in the matter and the High 
Court is unconstitutional. 

_, 
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Grenada 18 win short adjournment 
1 G[ORGE'S, C rcnJdJ, MJy 20, 
JnJ 

DefenJJ11ts rodJ 1' secured an ad ­
ou rnment ot th e , M..iunce Bi,hop 
1urder trial IO discus, .1 weekend 
etback in th eir arrempt, lO force rhe 
a,e to .mother tourr, 

'.'I would gram th e ..1J1ou rnmenr 
hat you arc requesti ng unri l Thurs­
ay llll,rning," Acting Chief Justice 
enis B)'ron to ld fo rmer Deput)' 
rime Minis ter Bernard Coard who 
u de the request o n behalf of the 18 
onner governm ent and :irm )' offi ­
.iJls accused of murdering Bishop, 
he Prime Minister of rhe ill -fared 
eople\ Revolutionary Government 

PRG) and 10 as ociares in a coup in 
crober 198.3 , • 
Coard cold rhe cou rt char he and 

, e other detendanrs needed ro dis­
·uss what act io n to ta ke foll owing 

e ru ling of rhe appeal court which 

was handed down on Saturday had 
just been communicated to rhem by 
one of th eir lawyers. 

"'We now wish to d iscuss the 
matter and decide what instructions 
to give (ro our cou nsel)," he sa id . 

The appea l court turned down rhe 
defence application ro refer ro rhe 
Eastern Caribbean Court rhe -ques­
tion of whether the constitutional 
rights of th e accused would be vio­
lated by rriJ I in rhe local supreme 
..:ourr . 

Coa rd and 16 of rhe ocher de­
fendants have denounced rhe local 
court system-sec up by rhe PRG to 
replace , the b srern ( Jribbean 
Court-as unconsmurional and have 
frequently disrupted proceedings 
with supporting chants. Today they 
were. ordered our of court again for 
handclapping and chanting. . 

Several of rhe defendants also 
hurled abuse at Barbadian policeman 

Decourcey Holder who was on the 
wirness ,rand giving evidence about a 
statement mad e. by Vi,ncent Joseph, 
one of the ex-soldiers accused of 
being part of the squad which exe­
cuted ~ishop and his colleagues. 

Ex-junior minister for womens 
affairs Phyllis Coard, wife of Bernard 
Coard, labelled holde'r as a "so-called 
witness" who helped ocher police 
officers to "drag" her from the Rich­
mond Hill priso ns in early 1984 for 
interrogat ion in connection with rhe 
slaying. 

Trade unionist John Venrour 
called Holder a "torturer and illegal 
immigrant" . 

The Barbadian police officer den­
ied the accusations. 

Informed legal sources cold cana 
thar rhere is a strong possibility of 
the defendapts requesting rheir law­
yers ro r!~enter the trial f~Dm which 
they putted ·our just O VC1' a month 

ago after Byron refused to grant a 
stay in rhe proceedings pending the 
outcome ot the appeal case. 

The soun:es said that if the de­
fence coun,d returned then all the 
witnesses "ho have already given 
evidence would have to be brought 
back for cro,~ examination. 

, The pro,ecution have called 20 
witnesses to dare. 

During the recesi. for lunch Jamai­
can barrisrn Delano Harrison who 
represented rhe defendants in rhe 
morion before the appeal court 'was 
given permission by rhe Acting Chief 
Justice to l'ommunicate its outcome 
ro rhe accusi:J. 

Harrison was also a member of 
th~ all-Jamaica ream of defence la\\t• 
yers in the trial. 

Prior to the recess for lunch, the 
defendants had ro be ordered out of 

(Cont'd on Page 3) 
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Grenad·a case adjourned 
(Cont"d from Page I)' 

court for di,rupting the proceedings 
"irh louJ ch.rnri,1g .md cLipping oi 
hJnd . 

0rhe chJnt, fc>Cu,ed on cJ lls for 
rhe: rrial ro be "free and Liir·· .111d 10 

he held in public unlike prr , -io u, 
occa,ion, when rh eir chant, centered 
on the .1ll eged 11nconqirurion,1lit) 
,111d il legal1t)· ot the ,·ourt 10 fJcil(r:H e 
the c:1,e. 

Former so ld ier Ew.m Layn e ch.il ­
lenged rhe Acting °Ch1ef J~•rn ce to 
su bpoena Go,·ernor General Sir PJul 
~coon Jnd several orh ers ' 111 con,, ec-

rion with ~n in4uit} carried our , 
,c, eral month, JgO into Jlkgcd ror­
n m. iri order to prove rh.e truth of 
the ch.irgr, le"cllcd h, the de 
fr nd.1nt,. 

I .; ,·nc .1l,o t0ld Bvron rhJt t ho,e 
who ~rn uld h.n·e to ·be ,ubpoenaed 
in clude ,c,cr.JI J:1m:11c.rn . ,o ld ier, 
who ,c; n ·ed in C rc11JJJ wtth rhe 
(. .1r'1hbeJn f,eal'e- keeping ion:e. Th e 
di ,1n· ot rh e pri sons ,,·h1 ch wo ul d 
indicate the -11,recis.e length of nme 
the defend{nt.;' were ukeri awJy for 
mterrogatidns. and the report sub­
mitted by the prison doctor would 
a'lso be required . · 
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Bishop trial halted so lawyer can meet 

rr °'\ e.t, '"" d · Informed sources told Cana that Callistus "Iman Abdullah" Bernard, At the time of th_c adjournment, 
Tenn was due to arnvc here today to one ot the murder accused. . Jones was about to give evidence for 

.f. 3 · ef en dan ts : join in the di~cussions with the de- Another of the. pictures, he said, the prosecution on a stat~ment he 
• fendants on behalf of Ramsay. was taken after former murder accus- said he took from Captain Lester 

ST GEORGE'S, Grenada, May 27, 
Cana 

The Maurice Bishop murder trial 
in Grenada was adjourned early to­
day to facilitate a meeting between 
Guyanese lawyer Clarence Hughes 
and 16 of the 18 defendants. 

Acting Chief Justice Denis Byron 
granted the adjournment in keeping 
with a court order he made last week 
following an application by the de­
fendants afrc·r the Court of Appeal 
ruled against them in a constitutional 
rights motion . 

The Court of Appeal ruled that 
Byron was right in refusing to grant 
their request for him to refer to the 
Organisation of Eastern · Caribbean 
States (OECS) Supreme Court the 
question of whether their rights 
would not be violated by a trial in 
the Grenada High Court. 

The 18 are accused of the murder 
of Bishop, the Prime Minister of the 
ill-fated People's Revolutionary Gov-

ernment (PRG) and 10 associates in a 
1983 palace coup. 

Hughes aiong with Jamaican bar­
risters Delano Harrison and Jacque­
line Samuels-Brown represented all 
the defendants with the exception of 
ex-Deputy Prime Minister Bernard 
Coard and his wife Phyllis during the 
morion before the Court of Appeal. 

Coard and his wife were rep­
resented by Jamaican barristers Ian 
Eamsay, Enos Grant, Maurice Tenn, 
and Carlton Williams. 

Ramsay had previously headed a 
team of all-Jamaican lawyers who 
represented the 18 in the trial which 
is well into its second month. 

After the Court of Appeal ruling, 
the defendants said they needed to 
see their lawyers in order to find out 
the legal options open 10 them. 

Since none of the defence lawyers 
who took part in the motion before 
the Court of Appeal reside here, 
Byron had to despatch telegrams to 
them. 

The defendants arc unrepresented cd no~ star l'rosccuuon witness Fa- Redhead, one of the soldiers impli­
in the- trial. They say the coun b1an Gabnd m the presence of Ber- cared in the slaying. 

• hearing the case is unconstitutional. nard had pointed out the hole where 
Hughes, was however present in thc .. b_od1es were ~cstroycd._ . However, the coun has agreed to 

coun witnessing the prpceedings. Fabian Gabriel said this 1s where a prosccunon req_ucst f~>r Jones to be 
Before the adjournment was tak - Abdullah poured gasolenc on com- excused from g1vmg evidence tomor­

cn, the prosecution was taking evi- rade Maurice B1shoJ> and the others row smcc he , had to fly bac~ home, 
dence from Barbadian police Ser- and burned .and buncd th em. Callis- for Barbados s general elccnon to-

A hf d J h tus Bernard then said 1t was the morrow 
geant _s or ones_ w O was o rder, of the central committee (of • 
involved m the quemonmg of several Bishop •s pany) that they must die," Informed legal sou rces cold Cana 

that the prosecution intends to put1 

Cletus St Paul, the body-guard to rhJ 
late Prime Minister, on the witness 
stand tomorrow. 

of the defendants shonl_y after U.S. Jones told the court. 
and Canbbcan troops mv_adcd the "I saw in that said grave burnt 
island to topple the lefust Junta that marcnals, a lot of flies and a stench 
had ousted Bishop. coming from char grave," he added. 

Jones showed the court several • 
photographs which were taken by 
another Barbadian police officer Col-
lin Brawaithe ar Fort Rupert where 
Bishop was executed and at Camp 
Calivigny where his remains were 
burnt and buried in a grave. 

The Barbadian police officer said 
one of the photographs would show 
the spot where Bishop and his col­
leagues were lined up aginsr a wall 
on the "top square" of Fort Rupert 
and gunned down by firing squad. 

Jones scared char the distance was 
pointed our ro him by Lieutenant 

=r.~ . 
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Charge , 
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against ?. 
Ramsay~~ 
deferred 

ST. GEORGE'S, May 23, (CANA) 
The contempt of court charge! 

against Jamaican barrister Ian Ram­
say has been deforred for two 
months. . . 1 

A motion filed by Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP) Velma 

, Hylton, asks that Ramsay be .jailed 
for "contempt" including allegations 
that he referred to the Maurice 
Bishop murder trial as a "supposed 

. trial", a "so-called" trial and a "tra­
vesty of justi,e." 

In court yesterday, counsel Carol 
Bristol, 'holding' for Guyanese Clar­
ence Hughes, who represents Ram­
say, said Hughes had to be back in 
Grenada for a sitting of the Appeal 
Court on July 21, and it would be 
conveniept if the contempt matter 
was heard at that time. Ramsay was 
absent from the hearing as he is out 
of the country. . 

Justice James Patterson fixed the 
matter to be heard on July 22. 

Ramsay led the defence team 
appearing for 18 leftists charged with 
the murder of Bishop, then Prime 
Minister of the People's Revolution­
ary Government, in a coup on Octo• 
ber 19, 1983. 

The defence counsel withdrew 
from the trial last month. 

. I . 
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Crown Witness implicated in · Grenada killings 
ST. GEORGE'S, May 23, (CAf\TA) 

The star prosecution witness in 
the Maurice Bishop murder· trial 
was today impJrt ated in killings ar 
army headqtfun ers, scene of a 
bloody "?ilitary coup in October 
1983. ~ 

The charge was contained in a 
statement read out in the High 
Court by Barbados police Sergeant 
Ronald Bowen. 

Bowen said he took the 
statement from e·x-soldier Vincent 
Joseph shortly afrer U.S. and Carib­
bean troops stormed Grenada to 
topple the junta thar had seized 
power from leftist Pri me Min ister 
Bishop. 

The declaration claimed rhar for-

mer murder accused turned crown 
evidence, Fabian Gabriel, and fel­
low ·soldiers Cosmos Richardson 
and Andy Mitchell fini shed off 
rh ose persons who apparently sur­
vived the firsr hail of bullets from 
the fi ring squad on the orders of 
Lieutenant Callistus " Iman Abdul­
lah" Bernard. 

Richardson, Mitchell , Bernard 
and 15 other former government 
and army officials are charged with 
murdering Bishop and 10 associates 
at Fon Rupert. 

Among those killed were Educa­
tion Min istet Jacqueline Creft, For­
eign Minister Unison Whiteman, 
Housing Minister Norris Bain, and 
small business proprietors Evelyn 

Maitland, Evelyn Bullen, and Keith 
Hayling. 

Joseph said that Gabriel came 
onto the "top square" of Fort Ru­
pert where the execution took place 
after he and other soldiers had fired 
on Bishop and his colleagues who 
were lined up against a wall on the 
orders of Bernard . 

He said that Gabriel along with 
Richardson and Mitchell sprayed 
the bodies of the late Prime Min­
ister and his colleagues who lay on 
the ground with bullets. 

The Barbadian police officer told 
the court that during the interroga­
tion of Joseph the ex-solider said 
that he was only doing what he was 
ordered to do in firing on Bishop 

and the others. "I hear Fitzroy Bain asked 
Joseph was on one of three Stroude to save his life and Stroude 

armoured cars which stormed the rold him that he could not do so," 
Fort where Bishop had sought ref- he said. 
uge after supporters had freed him Joseph reported seeing Bishop 
from house arrest. He admitted to and several others with hands raised 
firing shots into the building occu- over their heads being led by Ber­
pied by Bishop and his colleagues at nard, Richardson and Mitchell to 
the Fort. the "top square" of Fon Rupert 

"I heard another soldier say that where the execution took place. 
the Prime Minister was in the build- The ex-soldier stressed in the 
ing and I stopped firing my gun," statement that Bernard told the late 
Jos~ph said. . Pri~e Minister and his colleagues to 

The ex-soldier also made refer- take off their shirt and face the 
ence in the statement to a conversa- wall. 
tion he heard between slain trade "I saw sister Creft looked back 
unionist Fitzroy Bain and Major at Abdullah (Bernard) and said 
Chris Stroude, one of the murder something to him. I did not hear 
accused. what it was but comrade Bishop 

said something to her and she 
looked back towards the wall again. 
Abdullah left and came back short­
ly afterwards with a machine gun," 
he said. 

" He (Bernard) told comrade 
Bishop and the others in the line to 
face him and they did. He told 
them something which I did not 
hear very well, but he was saying 
something about the Central Com­
mittee and that they was to be 
executed. He then tell them to face 
the wall again and they faced the 
wall again," he added. 

Joseph indicated that Abdullah 
ordered him and another soldier 

(Cont'd on Page 3) 
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Crown 
witness 

fmplicated ... 
(Cont'd from Page I) 

P.C. Noel who is believed to have 
died in the invasion to cock their 
weapons and prepare ro fire on the 
late Prime Minister. 

"I had obeyed the order to cock 
my weapon, and I hear Abdullah said 
fire. I aimed my fire at the line of 
people in which comrade Bishop 
stood an<l fire. The people in the line 
in which comrade Bishop stood fell 
to the ground. Blood was running all 
about there. After about four to five 
minutes, Abdilllah shouted cease fire . 
I scoped firing," he said. 

Earlier, Acting Chief Justice Denis 
Byron ruled against a submission by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ewart Layne that 
he was not in a position to defend 
himself in the proceedings unless he 
saw his lawyers to secure his rights 
under the constitution. 

Layne also told Byron that he did 
not wish to have lawyers represent 
him in the trial. 

Defence counsel withdrew from 
the case on April 15 after the High 
Court refused to grant a stay in 
proceedings to await the outcome of 
an appeal on a related morion . The 
appeal was subsequently rejected. 

"I say that this court would not 
be made a poppy show. The trial 
would not be adjourned," the Kit- • 
tian-born Byron said in response to 
Layne's request. 

Former army commander Hudson 
Austin, along with ex-Junior Min­
isters Liam James and Dave Barthlo­
mew, Stroude, and trade • unionist 
John Ventour also adopted the posi­
tion outlined by Layne. 

In a ruling handed down yester­
day, Byron said. he was against bring­
ing a halt to the trial but agreed to 
send out telegrams to the lawyers 
who represented the defendants in 
the constitutional rights motion be­
fore the Court of Appeal to make 
themselves available since their cli­
ents wanted to see them. 

Acting Director of Public .Pros­
ecutions Velma Jiylron called on 
Byron to stand firm, saying the de­
fendants had apparently taken a de­
liberate decision to do without coun- I 
sel. . 
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Defendant gives his version oft,,_ 
slayings • at 'Bishop Illurder trial 

''IT. CEOR(;F''i. Juli 17 (:\P) 

C1li,ru, BcrnJrd, .1 former army 
officer on 11-i.11 here for rhc murder 
ot Prime Mini~rcr /\1:rnrice Bishop 
.md IO other,, hL1111ed I he rage of 
,oldier, on .1 --legal mission .. ro re­
;tore order ,H Fon Ruperr for the 
()c{. I '-.I, 1983, slaving,. 

Bernard, who began hi~ un,worn 
tesrimony from the dock Wednesdav 
and conrin11cd today ior more than 
thrcl' hour,. told the jury he wanr ed 
t0 "de,troy the false \'ersion esrab­
li,hed by the United Stares forces 
and put in irs place the focrs of what 
happrncd on 19th Onober, 1983.'' 

Bernard s.1id th'at after Bi,hop had 
been frel·d from hou,e .irre,t by the ' 
crowd, he (Bernard) went tO frjrt 

Frederick .md wa, told rt1Jt the 
he,1dquarrcr, ot the People\ Revolu ­
tionary Army ar Forr Rupert had 
been "ovnr;111" 'by c i,·i li ,rn, who rook 
ovrr the opcrJtions room. 

"This i, th e nen-e centre of the 
army,'' he sJid. "All ,ecurity plans 
and dol'.umenrs are kept rhere. If the 
enemy controls there, you are defeat­
ed without J shot being fired.'' 

Bernard sJid officer cadet ConrJd 
Mil)-Crs told him he had orders from 
Lt. Col. Ewart Layne, another of th e 
Jccused, to resror~ order ar Fort 
Rupert , get the civilians our. assess 
the damage and organize the defence 
of headquarters. 

He ,aid they decided to use three 
armored CH, , and left fort Frederick 
on ·'a leg;il and lawful mission ... 

On rheir arri,al at the junnion of 
the main road .and rhe entrance to 

rh e Fort, ihr nrn,·oy was ".1111bu­
shed" and a soldier was killed , he 
said. 

"Bullets were flying over my 

he.id ... lkrn.1rd , .1id. " Automatic rifle 
fire \\'J, coming from the direction 
of rhc Fon, hut I could nor tell 
where it was corning from and I 
1n , tn1c'tcd rhe ,oldier, ro keep low." 

I le ,.1id Im ohjecri,·e wa, ro rc.1d1 
the uppn pan ot the Fon, bm the 
,oldier, \\ere ··bogged down.. for 
rwo or rliree minutes by the 

"·hundreds of people streaming from 
rhe Fort as J rrsult of the battle 
ensu ing from the ambush." 

He sa id some people jumped oif 
the Fort wall,, some were injured 
.ind some killed . 

Bernard said that when he arri\'ed 
at the lower parade ,quare, he saw a 
soldier wounded in the chest, Jnoth ­
er wounded in trc leg and Mayers 
with blood stre,uning from two hoks 
in hi, groin. 

"There wa~ Mayer, on the 
ground," he said. ":\ dear friend, a 
brorher-in-arms, a comrade, the ver:, 
best of our iield commanders and 
well loved by all." . 
• A soldier, ''trembling like a leaf,'' 
pulled the pin from a hand grenage 
and was about to throw it Jt the 
main building, Bernard said, but he 
rook the grenade from him and 
threw it over a wall. 

--1r was in the context of how 
they were feeling that these soldiers, 
who were sem there to restore order, 
held .1 number of persons pri soner," 
he said. --11 was in rhis atmosphere of 
anger and rage, chaos and confusion 
that ,1 number of people died at Fort 
Rupert on I 9rh October 1983.'' 

He recalled th at the army did not 
fire on the crowds that demonstrated 
in rhe c1piral rhar day and the day 
bdore, nor when the crowds freed 
Bishop from house arrest. 

"Bur when people take over a 

militar~· objecriye it is a different 
mJ1tcr, .. he said. ··The action of the 
,mm: 111 restoring order to our mili ­
·rar\' 1n,r.1llatioh wa~ J dcfensi,-c 
one." 

He ,'aid he had searched his con­
science, \\·ithout success, to see if 
rhere ,\·,1, anything he could ha\'e 
done 11) a,·en whJt happened at Fort 
Rupert that day . 

·: EH·n if I die, I will die with mv 
boor, on JS a soldier and my boot~ 
will be .1 sy mbo l ro the youths of the 
path I ha,·e trod," Bernard said. "It is 
a hard pJ th but it is one qi heroism.'" 

Co,mos Richardson , another of 
the acnised, also addressed the jury 
briefl> roday and declared himself 
innoct'nt of the charges against him. 

He was followed bv Lc,ter Red­
head, .mother accuseJ° former arm y 
ottfrc, who spoke for abom 30 
minute~ bcfort· rhc l'ourt was ad­
jourrn.:d, :md was to continue qf 

ridav . 
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Hudson AU:stin denies involvement in Bi.shop's murder 
ST. G EORGE'S, Aug. 7, (CANA) 

Former Commander of the P o­
ple's Revolutionary Army in Gre11a­
da, Hudson Austin today denied 
any involvement in the 1983 killing 
of Prime Minister Maurice Bish'lp 
and 10 associates at Fort Rupert . . 

In a near six-hour address before 
Acting Chief Justice Denis Byron, he 
said that he was put on trial m~inly 
for his role in helping to bring 
about a revolution on the small F:ist 
Caribbean island. 

Austin spoke of being hurt arid 
saddened by the decision of the 
state to charge him with the murder 
of persons who not only were some 
of his closest friends over the years 
but close relarives. 

He stated that he was at ho1 l' 

on 21 days sick leave when a soldier 
brought a message informing him 
about the tragic and sad events at 
the Fort and requesting his presence 
at Fort Frederick for a ·meeting. 

He said that on his arrival there 
L1eutnant-Colonel Ewart ,Layne in­
dicated to him that Fort Rupert was 
over-run by civilians and that when 
he despatched troops to recapture 
the military installation the Prime 
Minister and his colleagues were 
killed in cross fire. 

Austin said that • until then he 
was still hopeful o f having a meet­
ing later in the day with the late 
Prime Minister in order to resolve 
the political conflict which arose 
over the question of joint leadership 
in the rhen ruling Ma rxist New 

Jawel Movement (NJM ). 
. Austin • felt that sociologists . 

would find difficulty m trying_ to 
understand how he could be put on 
trial for killing persons whose lives 
he saved during political conflict 
here in 1973. 

The ex-army -chief was the sev­
enth of the 18 defendants putting 
fo1ward hi$ defence in the three­
mo nth old trial. 

He described the late Prime 
Minister as someone he knew as a 
schoolboy and said that both of . 
them used to play lawn tennis to-
gether. • 

He said that his own fath er used 
to work wi rh Bishop's fa rrier and 
that sla in trade unionist Vincent 
Noel was a "comrade" in rhe strug . 

gle while ~mall businessman Cecil 
Bullen was the person who used to 
repair his car. 

Austin indicated that one of the 
slain persons, Avis Fergu'!ion, was 
actually a close relative, and that 
insurance executive Keith Hayling 
was someone who used to sleep at 
his home, and the only person who 
knew where to bring meals for him 
when he had to go underground in 
order to avoid persecution from the 
administration of Eric Gairy. 

He rejected the case being put 
forward by rhe prosecution • that it 
was the NJ M ( .entral Committee of 
which he was a member which rook 
the decision to send soldiers to 
storm Forr Rupert where Bishop 
sought refuge after supporters freed 

him from house arrest. 
Austin said that military orders 

during the 1979-83 Grenada revolu­
tion were given either from the 
island 's s~curity and def.ence com­
mittee or through standing orders 
from himself as Commander of the 
armed forces. 

The acc1.1sed was also critical of 
Governor-General Sir Paul Scoon 
who invited the U.S. to topple the 
leftist Junta thar had seized power in 
the coup against Bishop's People's 
Revolutionary· Government. 

He said that during talks he had 
with "-ir Paul a · few days after the . 
army massacre both of rhem 
reached agreement on the names of 
some persons who would be invi ted 
to fo rm a new civilian government 

and on the need to invite the Sccre 
tary-General of the Commonwealth 
to set up a commission of inquiry 
into the October 1983 events. 

He ;~called that on Sir Paul's 
advise he agreed to meet with the 
vice-chancellor of rhe American 
Offshore Medical School on the ' 
island, Dr. (;eoffrey Bourne in ·or 
der to get him to assure-Washington 
that there was no threat to the lives 
of those American student; and 
residents on the island. 

"The l,overnor-l,enera l never 
mformed me that he was plan ning 
to call on the Uni ted States to 
in vade Grenada,'" he added. 

Austin said that those who led 
(Continued.on Page 25) 
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Austin denies hand in Bishop's lllurder 
. . 

(Continued from Page 1) 
the revolutionary process in Grenada 
are now in possession of information 
that Washington was planning to 
send troops into the island one week 
before the Fort Rupert massacre. 

The defendant said that through a 
friendl y member state of the Carib­
bean Com~unity (Caricom) the re­
girne in Grenada was made aware of 
'Operation Silk' which involved 
troops from the U.S, Barbados and 
ama1ca. 

He alleged that this secret opera­
tion had to be aborted because 
American seals who had to enter the 
coun.try drowned during a mishap 
when they were being dropped from 
their planes. 

He said that based on information 
made avai lable to them the seals · 
were supposed to penetrate deep into 
Grenada and carry our ·a number of 

sabotage acts such as the killing of 
some American and foreign residents 
in order to try and create chaos for a 
full-sca le invasion of the island. 

The aim was also to burn • down 
churches and other buildings" on the 
island, he added . 

"We have it now and we are 
going to expose it," said Austin who 
headed the junta that ousted Bishop. 

He said that when 'Operation 
Silk' fa iled to work the Americans 
planned 'Operation Fury' which ~as 

. the code name for the military oper­
ation that actually brought an end to 
the Grenada revolutiQn. 

Austin made mention in his ad- ' 
dress of attempts he had made to get 
some Cabinet Ministers to hold back 
on their threats to resign fro~ the 
Government following the political 
controversy that arose over a security 
report implicating Bishop in a • ru-

. mour that Deputy Prime Minister 

Bernard Coard and his wife were 
planning to kill ,him . 

He said that the late Prime Min­
ister denied any involvement in the 
rumour and told ryim that he hoped 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Liam James, 
one o f the defendants, would be able 
to get to the borrom of the rumour. 

He stated that a four-man central 
committee delegation was due to 
h0ld a session with Bishop -just 
before supporters freed him -in 
which the late Prime Minister prom­

•ised that the issue would be serried • 
finally . 

Austin said that he did not envi­
sage the massacre at Fort Rupert in 
which 17 persons lost their lives 
because he knew the island had a 
past in which demonstrations were 
always peaceful. 

He said he was hopeful tbat Bish­
op would have spoken to the crowd 
explaining the situation and then 

have held the meeting with the cen­
tral committee delegation ro resolve 
the crisis. 

Like the other defendants who 
addressed the court; Austin indicated 
that the Fort was our of bounds to _ 
unauthorized persons and that the 
civilans had no right being there. 

During roday's court sitting the 
Acting Chief Justice discharged one 
of the alternate jurors who is hospi­
talized with about six or eight stiches 
ro rhe head after allegedly sustaining 
a fall in his hotel bathroom. 

Byron made the disclosure after a 
docror, Richard Murphy, told the 
court that the juror who is expected 
to remain in hospital for a few more 
days would need about one month 
convalescence si nce he was also a 
diabetic. 

When the court sitting resumes 
tomorrow Austin will continue his 
add ress. 

y'. t.S, 
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