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THERE WE WERE, re

miniscing, and me :
nd words

like a snackette and the
vutside like the back of a
chinese kitchen. :
Around me, men who
were with me from the very
beginning, and ‘now that we
had reached the period of the
sixties everybody was remem-
bering some ingident in which
he figured prominenty and
which was deserving of 2 place
in this story. Voices raised 10

- ® ;
serseching heights and 1 uf‘mg A

to_exercise control until | re-

minded mysell once again that .
Trinidadians does 1alk in gng. "

THREAT OF FORCE

Spree putpaid to aif this,
not with a threat of force as

he might have done in the old
days, but with an articulate-
ness acquired s 2 result of
touring so many different parts
of the world.

Much of his talk couched
in the terms of the 70's, show-
ing quite clearly that the old

man was aware that his 30-year-

old strugple with pan had con-
tinued in one unbroken line up
to the present time.
have described him 25
old. But | speak relatively for
the face in front of me and the
boys didn’t bear out the years
of stzain and excitement that
were the ot of he whowas in
fact the father of all that is
steelband.
So to hear him talk, to-
day, of the need he feels 1o
spread his talent “for the use
of black brothers and sisters”,
i8 10 sit-and listen, straining the
car a8 he agonised over the
future of the srt while offering

encouragement by recounting’

the troubles and hardships of
the past, seeming to say that if
we had reached this far, then,
the depressions of today were
but detours in the path of an
already programmed futuse.

ANECDOTES
We talked about the six-

ties, the era that we knew best,
and he knowing them both ~

the 40's and the 60's ~ was

dble to argue that the connec-
 lions were there all the while.
Picking up the threads of
the past and weaving them
with the present, while we in
tent on the anecdotes, and in
deference 1o one who knew it
all, were silent, The geng, now
humbled to size.
Using a5 a springboard
the ensuing discussion of the
'6S riot in which we were in-
volved, lie spoke of the fury of
the 40°s :and of his own stature
in that strange world of creati-
vity and destruction out of
which the modern psn  was
born.
Now for him the bad:
john days are over, but [ felt |
caught more than » tuce of
satisfaction in his voice as he

i -

PREACHERS

“Other bandlesders used
to run into & fight just so. Not

_same

ing -pan, knowing that police

wore going to make 2 raid that

night, but the law didn't care

about us so we didn’t cate
- about the law. And on these

fights the preachers
would be out with  their
icandies, belis and marked cir-

_ cles, prophers of doom, really,

telling us sbout dreams that
faretold destruction not in the
well-to-do-arces of - St Ann's

“amd St Clair, but afways in
- John-John,

“1 wan't selfish. 1 used
to show other panmen whete
and how they should thief pan,
acting as guide and conductor,
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showing them the narrow ledge
leading from the dram faclory
to the stinking mod in  the

1a Base, watching, shaking:

with laughter a3 the panmen,
scared once by a4 walchpan
shooting into the air, swayed
and scrambled on' the narrow
ledge, trying to wun along 2
path, nerrow  enougn  for

. creeping.

I that was adventore
it was only an extension of the

. agdventure of life, itself, that |

was Hiving in 29 Old 81, Joseph
Road. *

Barrack-yard, ~ panties
hanging on the line, the in-
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evitable  tussing @ stesm
come from hvisg toe many
4 oo, todets snd bathrooims,
makeshift thingsin the yard to
be shared, but the humour, too
and the  friendships formed
that are preserved 1o this day,
barne as they were sut of an
intimacy forced on us by yoars
of seeing cach other in various
forms  of nakeduess neither
scars nor deepest thoughts be-
ing hidden.

- “And if anybody hearing
e drumming on the pans were
to ask what I was logking for 1
wouldn’t heve had the words to
tell them. All 1 knew that in my
heact T was looking for some-
thing and it was that looking
that produced the beginning of
the note range in pan today.

CALYPSO

“And you ialk sbout
your supporters, Which band
today has a supporter like Ab-
dul, Rouff's father who on the
night when we lost in the first
istund-wide steelband competi-
tion met me in the road and
cried in his high, lisping way:

‘Pree, come here!’

“Wha happen Abdul?

“Wha all yuh play in the

competition?

‘Stardust, Ahdul.
‘And who tell all yuh
play Sawdusl’. .

« “And using his stick he
destroved every single one of
the band’s pans,

“Characters like hush.
ke Thick Lip who when he
drink used to ketch a spirit,
And one time 1 we himwith
mih eyes, big, big, big, standing
fike Odysseus and holding on
to the top of a young tree,
struggling with it and tearing
off the {op, breaking it with a
crack,

ing 1o the hines ¥
arranger duws for

We heard Sprod §
he couldn’t be positive |
wits the first oun to beat
All be knows i that he
first 1o put notes o
point when he chiborated
that many people had
many contibutions, o
put it “there have bea
turning points in pan’.

TALKING IN GA

Spree.  Elic Ma
Tony Williams, myself.
would  have been joss
human were | not
that this gant of
approved my experi
the Bertfone to i
that he sees ¥t a5 the
greatest innovation i
the 70%. .

And when | come
about that particular
tion, and show thase Wi
heen following me &'
step description of th
broken down into its
parts and assembled 1
again, | will do sa, ess
Spree that | am followis
course of adventure
periment started not by n
the men who began it in
“dread” bul exciting ti
years ngo.

“CATANO”

But Spree was ou
door and the house was
ing. The momeni ended. |
he left “Catano™ who had
with Spree showed us
could do. The younper
bandsmen listened and fp
the smile that played on
lips it was clear that he
made Spree’s point sboul
Lost art of improvising.

And the discussion
followed & (o whether
improvisation was really s
sary meant that the a
was as before. Screeching
ashes on the floor and all
men talking all at
Bng.

me. My band was divided inte.

two distinet divisions. On one
side the bearers themselves, on
the other my riot squad. Mag, |
used o drill the men like
soldiers and that is why up to
todsy Tokyo's reputation is
such that no band il rifle
with them.”

“We fought smong oue-
selves and we fought the police.
We would roam the als beat.



