Abstract

For the period January 5 to 23™ 2010 an asscssment of the knowledge and skills of agro-
shop ownersfoperators in the South Region was carried out in the form of & survey, Some of the
main areas coveted were Riparia, Penal, Princes Town, Rio Clarn and Mayaro. The survey was
in the form aof & questionnaire which contained forty four questions {44) and twenty five (25)
agro-sheps were interviewed. ‘The guestionnaire covered various topics such as level of
aducstion, training and experience in pest and disease identificaton, weed control, pesticide

Garden shop ownersfoperalors identied differemt levely of traimimg in the enterprse wmd
ditferent needs for fimare training in pest idemification, new chemicals, safety, management
practices and plant agrangmy. The Penal and Rio Claro areas showed the highest levels of
training in the field of pesticides. Penal showed very good competence levels in pests, weeds and
discascs identification and providing cffective pesticide mecommendations while in other arcas
showed good compelence levels in pests, weeds ind diseases demificalion and praviding
effective pesticide recommendmions, 1t is evident (hat yarden shop ownersfoperstons ane
krawledgeabls in the Aeld of pestizides. However, they ans also in noed of rrinmg in cerlain i
arcas in order o make effective recommendations 10 the farmers and the general public,
therefore the Ministry of Health — Pesticide and Toxic Chemical Board, the Ministry of

Agriculture Land and Marine Rescurces and the University of the West Indies should intervene

and do training courses with the owners/operalors in order 1o fud fil their purpose.




