
SUMMARY 

Seed from seven tropical grasses, Chlorls gavana 

Kunth., ftrflphiaria mutica (Forsk) Stapf., Brachiaria decumbens 

Stapf., jschgempm aristatum L., Ixonhorus unlsetus (Presl) 

Schlecht, Melinis minutiflora Beauv. and Panicum antldotale 

Retz., has been collected monthly and subjected to the wet 

filter paper test, to determine the effect of time of harvesting 

on germination. The viability of the sexual organs has also 

been tested. A correlation has been found between germination 

percentage and climatic conditions, there being an increase 

during the drier months. 

INTRODUCTION 

The short paper here submitted is the result of a 

restricted investigation carried out in collaboration with 

D. Evans and C. Norman, who are presenting a more detailed 

report on this subject. Propagation of tropical grasses by 

seed is seldom practised and a general lack of experience and 

knowledge of the factors involved has resulted in the laborious 

vegetative means of establishment commonly employed. Exceptions 

do occur but rarely in the wet tropics. A considerable volume 

of information has been accumulated over the last eight months 

and certain species show some promise with regard to seed 

propagation. Theneed for a long term systematic investigation 

has become apparent and reference should be made to the paper 

by Evans and Norman for an account of the present stage of 

knowledge of grass seed under Trinidad conditions. 

VIABILITY TESTS 

Viability tests were made on all seven species during 


