Davan Mabaraj

Chancellor, if you were born in Palmyra 50 years or se age and
while growing up you had expressed the intention to a village
elder, that when you do grow up, you might be interested in
repanting news, you would have mast liktely diawn great reluke.
Jn  IJrinidadian villages up and down this country, a
“newscaviien” was a charvacter to be veviled and ridiculed. Jf only
thase same village elders could see him nou!

Davan Makaraj would have acquired his taste for stowy-telling
ealy an in his life. His patewnal grandmather was a stony-teller
extraordinaive. Jt was she wha infected him with the magical
power of a stony. Jt was she whe wave the tales of honour, of
bravery and courage and loyalty, drawn fram the Ramayana,
inte his psyche in these ealy foumative yearns. But such
existential issues would not have been encugh to praduce a great
stanytellen. (L stony without a maral ar sacial lessan is incamplete.
Jt was his father, Sam, who filled in the finishing touches. Sam
has had a long and difficult time in the trade union movement and
Davan weuld have witnessed, fivst hand, his father's lifelong
stwuggle to bring justice and a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s
work to those wha toiled in the sugarcane fields of Central and
Seuth Tuinidad. It was Sam from whom the social consciousness

came.

JIn the words of Sunity Makaraf, herself a journalist of ne mean
onder:




“Davan is a bown journalist. Fram the very beginning of his
career as a weporten at the Express San Fernande bureau fe
waould hald on ta the smallest stony and never let it ga until
fie got justice for the pewan involved. Fe tock personal
wespansiliility fox sewing the public's vight te fnow and, as a
wesult, taak urang-deing, especially by public afficials wsing
public funds, pewsanally.
“Jt was always the small stony that led him inte the big
exclusives: the old pensioners who. lost their savings became
a major investigation inte a pyramid scheme in which
bundreds had been fleeced.”

She gaes an:
“Nat anly did Davan have the freart for justice, but fe had
ethics.

“Jt was an unbeatable combination: the quick intelligence,
the willingness to work hard, the thinst for fjustice, the
sheer joy of breaking the stony. Journalism feeps Davan so
happy and engaged that I can't think of one day when fie
graused.”

These wene the ingredients that tack Davan Maharaj to the top of
his profession as an award-winning journalist.

Fte is cuvently the Managing Editer of the Las Ungeles Fimes,
an eperation with a staff of cver 700 and a budget of aver 100
million United States dollarns. This positien was earned by rapid
progress up the vanfs from Staff Whiten ta (frica Bureau Chief,
(ssistant Fareign Editar, Deputy Business Editon and Business
Cditor. Jn se daing, he has neceived much wecognition and
numencus awards including the vewy prestigious Ewnie FPyle
award for human intexest writing. Jhis award emanated from a
preyed upaon the eldedy and dying and the lessans learnt from its




revelation led to changes in United States Law in the State of

Chancellar, J call upon gou to neceive an award-winning

jounnalist, this stonyteller, the news-caviien from FPalmyra and,

by the authority vested in you by the Council and Senate of Jhe
; Univewsity of the West Indies, confer upen him the degree of
Dactor of Lettens, foreris causa.
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