


T&T must take the
lead again in pan

Tobago Embassy, High
Commission, Consulate
iibroad charged with
the responsibility of
steelband promotion (b)
a special relationship
with the Customs and
"Immigration
Department (c) a spe-
cial relationship with
the Airline and Freight
companies and (d) in
the long term, the stor-
age of steelband instru-
ments in various cen-
tres abroad.

(Hi) Research and
Development.

Perhaps our most
urgent task at this time
is to reestablish
Trinidad and Tobago's
lead internationally in
the area of scientific
research and develop-
ment of the instrument.

The critical player in
this scenario is Bertie
Marshall. This world-
renowned steelband
genius must now be
offered the most gener-
ous package of emolu-
ments and perquisites
that any leading
bureaucrat/professional
in this country can
demand and the most
technologically
advanced facilities
which can be made
available, so that he can
lead a research team
that will match and sur-
pass what exists in the
world today.

Such a research
team must include our
other tuners — Roland
Harrigin, Lincoln Noel,
etc., who must also be
offered packages and an
environment that will
be attractive. The co-
ordinator of such a
team ought to be
Richard McDavid.

This research team
must have at its dispos-
al all the facilities of the
UWI. St Augustine, the
Bureau of Standards
and other government
agencies and it must be
made possible for the
team to access the mod-
ern technologies now
available abroad.

Its first task must be
to revive the brilliant
work that was being
achieved at Cariri 20 '
years ago and to expand

into new areas which
have become critical In
any case. Mr Marshall
will know exactly what
has to be done!

The deadline for the
completion of negotia-
tions with the members
of the team and the
procuring of tools,
equipment and facilities
for the start of the work
should be no more than
six months.

(iv) The Education
System.

We are more than 30
years behind time in
establishing a serious
and comprehensive
approach to this issue.
A proper and realistic,
plan needs now to be
established. This plan
must include the follow-
ing:

(a) the training of all
music teachers in the
education system in the '
introduction and use of
the steelpan as an edu-
cational tool in their
music programmes.
Steelband tutors drawn
from the steelband
movement also have to
be exposed to some
teaching skills, in
preparation for their
work with the school
orchestras. If available,
the ideal person for this
programme is Captain
Eddie Wade, the former
regiment bandmaster.

(b) The schools with
already established
orchestras must be pro-
vided with the best
instruments and acces-
sory supports available.

(c) All the. education-
al districts have' to be
surveyed, with a view to
establishing school
orchestras evenly
throughout the country,
utilising as venues
some schools, appropri-
ate pan yards or other
venues. In some cases,
it may be advisable to
form orchestras com-
prising students of more
than one school.

,d) The Social
Studies and History
programmes within all
secondary schools must
include studies of the
origin, growth and
development of the
steelband.

.e: The Technical-
Vocational departments
in the secondary school si
must include the devel- i
opment of skills in
steelband accessory pro-j
auction e.g.. sticks,
stands. T-shirt printing.j
cases, etc.

,(f) The Pan School
approach, together with
the Police Youth Club
effort '.as described in
Section B! have also to
be supported and
expanded, under this
programme.

• TOMORROW:
Tourism


