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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Ceneral Aims:—

To:~ 1(i) develop an approach to women’s prob-
lems [rom the perspectives of race, class
and sex, specilically to show how the
exploitative relationship between men
and women facilitates the continuation,
maintenance  and reprodnc(ion ol

_.exploitative capitalist relalions, and how
- the capitalist system benefits from this
situalion.

(ii) develop an approach to the analysis of
rclations between men and women in non-
capitalist and socialist societies.

2. Devclop the feminist movement in the en-
tire Caribbean region.
* 3. Promote the interrelationship between re-
search and aclion.

Objectives:—

1. Develop rescarchpriorities bascd on the
nceds of the women's movement in there
gion.

1.0::—

2. Provide a supportive atmosphere for indi
vidual fcminists.

3. Bring a feminist perspective (o bear on the
work of existing progressive organizations
and shatter the myththat “feminism dividcs
the struggle”.

4. Trovide a focal point for bringing together
feministCorganizationsintheentire region.

5. Foster greater communication and collab-
oration on events and issues relevant (o the
[ecminist movement.

6. Develop a base of documentation on the
women's movement in the Caribbean and’
issues relevant to it.

7. Develop access lo available sources of
documentation which could bhe put at the
service of women's organizations and slrug-
gles in the region.

8. Promote the continuous analysis ol lan-
guage in order to identify and correct the
sexist assumplions cmbedded in its struc-
ture 'which are detrimental to women's ex-
pression and development at every level.

CAFRA NEWS 1is published quarterly by the Caribbean Association for Feminist Research
and Action (CAFRA), 19 Maraj Street, Tunapuna, Trinidad and Tobago.

Subscription: CAFRA members - free

Institutional membership -

USS 5.00 per annum
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editorial

Dear Readers,

At last the first issue of
‘the CAFRA Newsletter is out.
The Newsletter "has had quite
a turbulent history - 1last
yYear another ‘'first issue'
got as far as the printer and
died painfully there. We how-
ever must pay tribute to Joan
French of Jamaica who collect-
ed that material, edited it
and did the final mock-up. We
now have a pramising Newsletter
Camittee within the Secret-
ariat, and hope to produce
4 issuves annually.

We invite CAFRA nmembers to
send feature articles, letters
and CARIFEM updates. Please
also enter our ‘Name the News-
letter' and logo contests.
Second  anniversary - greetings
(April 2nd) to all CAFRA mem-—
bers! And long live the spirit
of Caribbean sisterhggd.

Newsletter Conmittee/Production

Rawwida Baksh-Soodeen
Tina Johnson
Cathy Shepherd

Stephanie Pile
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"1 am a Jamaican living in the U.s.
Do you accept membership from those
of us living abroad? If so, I would
like very much to join. I was most
excited by your statement of aims and
objectives. Your organisation is a truly
vital one. All the best.

Yours in sisterhood,

Michelle Cliff, Santa Cruz, C.A., U.S.A.
3

A few weeks ago, I came across a not-
ice in one of our Feminist magazines
which said that your organisation is
dealing with women in the West Indies,
In the Netherlands, I am involved in
an organisation which stands for econ-
anic independence for women.  In this
organisation, we have a variety of wo-
men's groups, both with the political
(left and right wing) .and idealist
backgrounds. We also work together
on a European level.

Sisterly greetings,
Marion Volk, Rotterdam, Netherlands.

I amn a member of a wamen's association
in the Bahamas called DAWN - Develop-
ing Alternatives. for Wamen Now. Our
Association has taken up the issue of
incést and sexual abuse of children.
We are working on both public educa-
tion and changes in the current legis-
lation. We would. appreciate receiving
any material you may have on the sub-
ject. I am also interested in link-
ing up with writers and poets in the
Caribbean.

Yours sincerely,

Marion Bethel, Nassau, Bahamas.
»*

CAFRA appears to be amazingly dynamic
despite the constraints - it must be
the direct result of the energy and
camitment of its co-ordinator.

The Collective has been moving ahead
by leaps and bounds, and now has its
own constructiion capany and will be
moving into its own premises at the end
of this week.

I've been thinking a lot about the need

to document the role of wamen in the
provision of shelter in the Carib-
bean, particularly with the Internation-
al Year of the Homeless in 1987, any
I wonder if anyone in the E. Caribbean
would be interested in collaborating
on something like that.

All best wishes,

Ruth McLeod, Kingston, Jamaica.
F 3

The two projects, Agriculture and Vio-
lence Agaiflst Women are both of great
interest to me. I do a little agri-
culture - fruit trees mainly - but my
latest venture has been bees. Bee-
keeping and the products - honey, wax
and pollen - could be sarnething that
CAFRA agriculture investigates. Who
knows, in a few years, CAFRA honey may
be a large seller and substantial fund
producer. As for the violence against
waren project - well, St. Croix has
been very involved in that subject
for several years. I have enclosed
our latest newsletter which will bring
You up to date with our activities.

In sisterhood, success and struggle,

- Gloria Joseph, St. Croix.

%*

‘I have been living in Barbados for sev-

eral months on a Volunteer (Canadian)
pbrogram and recently doing samre work
with the 'Wamen and ‘Development' here.

I have been involved with the Canadian
Research 'Institute for the Advancement
of Wamen for several years, and would
‘be interested in. hearing about CAFRA
which I read about in 'Womanspeak'.

Audrey McLaughlin, Barbados.

»

Peace on Earth! May the Christ child
and his mother bless all our efforts
at peace building.

One such effort is the Campaign Against
Military Prostitution (CAMP Internation-
al) launched by the Third World Move-
ment Against the Exploitation of Wamen.

May we count on your support and collab-
oration?

In solidarity, .
Sister M. Soledad Pexrpinan, Phillipines.



CAFRA PROJECTS

women in agriculture

The present situation in the Caribbean
is one where recent pillars of the econ-
any, 1i.e. tourism, export- oriented
industry and even energy-based indust-
. ries have proven to be unstable bases
on which to programme serious long-term
development. There is emerging a slow
~ reappreciation of the importance of
large-scale rural development programmes

In recent years, much has been written
about the role of wamen in development
There seems to be a greater awareness
of rural women's work and the multi-
plicity fo tasks they perform, as they
expend up to fifteen hours a day func-
tioning as farmer, trader, banker, food-
. processor and household manager.

In St. Vincent and Daminica, wamen in
agriculture and rural industry continue
to perform all these functions without
social support services like appropriate
technology, male-incare support, and
necessary skills. Women play active
roles in the preparation of land for

construction, in weeding, planting,.

pre-harvest care and bharvesting. As
traders, or hucksters, their impact
has been significant in marketing in
the region; they daminate trade in vege-
tables, fruits and root-crops.

Yet their ocontribution to agriculture
in general goes unrecorded, and lack
of docurentation in this area 1is ser-
ious. ' Their contribution to agricul-
ture's 'share in the G.N.P. and G.D.P.
is rarely reflected in national stat-
1stical data.
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A research project is therefore’ belng
carried out for researching and- docu-
menting the experiences and contrib-
ution of women in agriculture, with
the aim of filling the gaps in infor-
mation on wamen in this vital skctor,
as well as raising ‘of policy, e.g. land
settlement, privatization, historical
relationships to 1land, agricultural
food production goals, decision-making
in production relationships and their
implications for male/female relation-
ships, wamen's econamic independence
and national productivity in agricul-
ture. '

project -update

Participating Countries

St. Vincert and the Grenadines

The Cammonwealth of Dominica

Executing Agencies

Camittee for the Development of Women
(CDW) of St. Vincent

Small Projects Assistance Team (SPAT)
of Daminica

Project Period

January 1987-December 1988



Activities carried out so far:-

(a) The inaugural meeting of the pro-
ject took place in St. Vincent fram
January 14-16, 1987. Participants in-
cluded Rawwida Baksh-Soodeen  (CAFRA
Co-ordinator), Joan French (Project
Co-ordinator), Elsie Done and Belkis

Mones (2 trainers in theory and method- -

ology from CIPAF, Dominican Republic),
and 8 members of the caombined Research
teams (Nelcia Robinson, Beverly Warren,
Anselma Morgan and Bonny Millington
of St. Vincent, and Noreen John, Alice
Clarke, Cecelia Babb and Josephine Dub-

lin of Dominica). ~ Also invited were

members of the St. Vincent back-up team
of the project. :

(b) The Training Course for the Resear-
chers followed immediately, from Jan-
uary 19-30, 1987.

(c) The Research Teams have since begun
working in St. Vincent and Dcminica.

anthology of
00’'s poetry

Recent research throughout the Caribbean
Region reveals that there are many more
struggling literary females than the
printed output would lead us to believe.
And invariably, the product is poetry.
It is not difficult to understand whiy .
It is easier, after all, to write o
poem if gne has a few minutes between
cooking, looking ‘after children and
coping with housework than a novel
or a play. But much of this poetry is
‘silent' in that it remains private,
unobtrusive, closeted. The practitioners
of this art are not led to take them-
selves or their poems- seriously and
as a result the writing is sporadic,
lacking in development, and eventually
goes nowhere.

It is important to note though, that
if women do not articulate and exglore
their own experience, their development
cannot help but be stultified. Allow-
ing one's insights to pass into the
camcn pool of literary endeavour is
part of the process of exchange in which
hunan beings are engaged. It is in the
interest of redressing ' this perceived
deficiency in the publication of women's
poetry in the Caribbean that CAFRA has
initiated the project of campiling an
anthology of contemporary poetry. The
problem of writing and publishing is
campounded by our history of slavery
and indentureship, colonialism and its
attendant disabling mechanisms. This

" applies of course to all writers, but

more so to the wamen among them and
especially to those women who have nei-
ther the means nor the circumstances
to engage in creative activity for pro-
longed periods of time.

I would venture to guess that
Anon, who wrote o many poems
without signing them, was often
a wenvan.

- Virginia Woolf.




Woolf wiote this in the early years
of the twentieth century. More women
the world over have become recognised
as poets since then. But only within
the last decade or so have the Carib-
bean women poets begqun to emerge. The

anthology Jamaica Woman compiled in

the late seventies by Mervyn Morris

brought together many of these new

Jamaican female poets undér one cover

- poets such as Lorna Goodison, Chris-

tine Craig, Pam Mordecai and Heather

Royes. Lorna Goodison has since pub-

lished two volumes of poetry, Tamarind

Season (1983) and I Am Becaming My

Mother (1986). Dionne Brand, living

and working in Toronto, has published

four volumes of poetry to date. But

critical cammentary, whichis a crucial

aspect of the development process,

has been scarce. The poet needs this

feedback from her audience and the

need for more dialogue is evident.

‘“he publication of this anthology holds

out distinct possibilities® for the

beginning of a real discourse on femi-

nist poetics for the Caribbean.

Waren have as rich and varied a history
here as in every other part of the
world. But the passing of experience
fran woman to woman has been largely
through the means of the oral tradition
- within the inner circle of the fam-
ily, the tribe, the village. Much less
has been written about the rites of
passage to womanhood than the corres-
ponding rites of manhood. Perhaps with
the new bonds of sisterhood, and free-
dam fram campetition for securing
males, which women are forging daily,
ways can be found to share experience
more widely.

At any rate, this anthology will offer
Caribbean women the opportunity to
present themselves, for the first time,
in a. coamon medium which intends to
cross all of theé boundaries of class,
race, languzge and country. Such a
fertile accumulation of poetic exper-
lence cannot but reproduce itself.
The emergence of new woman poets, eng-
aged in sustained acts of writing,

is one of the positive future proj-
ections of such an’anthology.

Ramabai Espinet

PRESS RELEASE

CAFRA invites Wamen 1living in the Cari-
bbean and Caribbean Women living abroad
to contribute to an anthology of poems.

Publication of the anthology is inten-
ded to challenge the male-centred bias
which has daminated West Indian Liter-
ature and to -‘provide an _opportunity
for Waomen Writers to have ' their worl:
published.

Poems may be on any topic and should
be unpublished. Since the anthology
will be multilingual, contributions
in any Caribbean language will be wel-

The deadline for submission has been
extended to August 31, 1987 Poems should
be typed (double-spaced) if possible
and sent with a self-address>d envelope
to CAFRA's postal address.




CO'S N-S DIALOGUE IN HALIFAX

I attended a workshop which was..organis-
ed by Gloria Nikoi of the Lester Pearson
Institute of Dalhousie University in
Halifax, Canada, April 3-8 1986, on be-
half of CAFRA. It was called “Women in
Development: Research and Linkages -
A North-South Dialogue'. Participation
‘was a mix of UN officials, women fram
third world countries, and Canadians.

The keynote address was given by Dunja
Pastizzi, a director of INSTRAW, and
the topic was "Women in International
Econamy: Existing Economic and Social
Research and Future Priorities".

At the conference, T participated in
the workshop “"Health Issues Relating
to Women in Development", where I intro-
duced the "issue of Violence Against
Waren. As part of a colourful and well
received Caribbean presertation, I out-
lined the aims, object:ves and work
of CAFRA. The other Caribbean repres-
entatives were Magda Ponllard of the
CARICOM  Secretariat, Norma Shorey-
Bryan fram WAND and Bernice Fraser
from the Women's Study Group, University
of Guyana.

The main theme of the Workshop was
to attempt to explore new ways cf doing
research on women, which included: var-
ious methods of participatory research.

€

S. Pile

MICROTECH. CONSULTATION

'Micro-chip Technology and its Impact
on the Lives of Women Workers' was the
title of the consultation which drew
40 waren to Manila, Phillipines between
October 5 and 15, 1986. The women in-
cluded feminist activists and research-
ers, trade union organisers, wamen work-
ers and educators. They came from Mal-
aysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Hong Kong,
Japan, Phillipines, Netherlands, Canada,
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico
and the U.S.A.

A five-day exposure to the Phillipines
included two days in flooded, typhooon-
struck MetraManila. Participants then
separated into 3 teams which travelled
to Baguio City, site of the Baguio City
Export Processing Zone (BCEPZ), the
Bataan Peninsula, site of the BEPZ

and an American naval base, and Negros,
a semi-feudal sugar-growlng island.

The consultation was based on a con-
ception of a global assembly line which
links women workers around the world.
It begins in North America, Europe and .,
Japan where the research and design -
for the micro-chips are carried out and
where assembly workers, often immigrant
women, fabricate large sheets of micro-
chips. These are sent to factories
in Third World countries, particularly
South-East Asia, wherne women factory
workers, working for poverty wages in
dangerous working conditions, cut, bond
and test the micro-chips for re-export



to industrialised countries where they
are assembled into a multitude of pro-
ducts including office equipment.

The introduction of this new office
equipment into offices in industrial-
ised countries is creating new and ser-
ious health hazards for women workers,
as well as increasingly routinized work,
new forms of management control, and

massive unemployment .

At the group strategy session which
closed the meeting, participants agreed
to a number of actions: to establish
an on-going exchange of research, infor-
mation and publications; to include

an international perspective in all
our work; to strengthen our workers'
education programmes and efforts to
organise women workers; to plan further
exchanges of workers and organisers
from different regions; and to trans-
late relevant materials and learn new
languages - an essential part of inter-
national solidarity. Perhaps the most
significant outcame of the consultation
is the network that was developed -
based on already existing networks rep-
resented at the conference. These. in-
cluded CAFRA; SOBE (Research Institute
Branch ,Electronics), Netherlands; CAW
(Camittee for Asian Wamen), Hong Kong;
and ISIS International, Rame.

R. Baksh-Soodeen

2il5 o Secretarict (9L

T

Vasantha Chase, Agroeconamist of CARDI, St. Lucia.
Discussed (a) CAFRA's ‘Wamen in Caribbean Agriculture' Project;
(b) CARDI/FAO's Upcaming Roundtable on Rural Women.

JANUARY

Nan Peacocke, Editor of WOMANSPEAK, and CAFRA member, Barbados.
Discussed the possibility of a WAND/CAFRA Oral History Project.
Nan also interviewed Rawwida on the Philippines Microchip Consultation; to be published

in the upcaming issuve of WOMANSPEAK.
FEBRUARY

Nadia Ravelas, CAFRA member, Suriname.

Nadia visitea Trinidad & Tobago on her way from the launching of the Wamen for Caribbean

Liberation (WCL) in St. Vincent & The Grenadines.
Discussed the research recently initiated by a team of seven in Suriname on ‘'Violence

against Wamen' .

MARCH

Ismael Davila Borges, Proyecto Caribeno de Justicia y Paz, Puerto Rico.
Discussed the Proyecto's ongoing work on militarization in the region, as well as the
pPossibility of sending a CAFRA member to the Proyecto for intensive training in graphics.

Linda Cartey, Associate CAFRA member, Toronto, Canada.
Spent 3 mouths in the region doing research for her Ph.D tlesis.



Meetings-Courses- Fellowships- Etc.

Workshops in the Use of Microcomputers for Social Development

8 four-week workshops will be held in 1987 by the Social Development Centre, Chicago,
U.S.A." The workshops are preceded by 2-week intensive preparatory courses for those
who lack experience with microcomputers. S of the workshops are in Spanish, 2 in Eng-
lish and 1 in French. A limited number of scholarships are available to pay the in-
struction fees, but the rest of the erpenses are payable by the applicant. Write dir-
ectly to the Office of Training, Social Development Center, 1313 East 60th Street,
Roam 476, Chicago, Illinois, 60637, U.S.A. _ :
2
1987 Fellewship Program for Latin America and the Caribbean

This program will be held at the Internati®nal Centre for Research on Wamen, Washing-
ton D.C. over a three month period. For young professionals and graduate students
with the objective of training promising professionals in the use of social science
research for the development of effective policiés and programs to, increase the econ-
anic participation of poor women in developing countries. Fellows will receive trans—
portation to and fram Washington D.C. and a basic stipend to cover living expenses.
Proficiency in the English language is required. Write to: Directdr, Fellows Program,
International Center for Research on Women, 1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Suite
501, Washington D.C., 20036, U.S.A.

Research Program on Wamen's Status and Fertility

A competitive research program under which the Rockefeller Foundation expects. to sup-
port 12-15 projects annually, most in the US$15,000-35,000 range, on the interrelation
between fertility and wamen's status and roles in developing countries. Inquiries
should be sent to Population Sciences (SWAF), the Rockefeller Foundation, 1133 Avenue
of. the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10036, U.S.A. The formal deadline for proposals is
September 15, 1987.

c onELSES
/—_

CONTEST # 1

The name, “CAFRA News" is descriptive,
but samewhat. lacking in imagination.
A book prize is therefore offered to
the person who can came up with a more
stimulating name far the newsletter.
Ideally, it should be samething that
can be understood in all the languages
of the region. :

QONTEST { 2

Calling all members of CAFRA with art-
istic talent! A logo is needed to be
used on stationery, leaflets, the news-
letter etc. It will be expected to
symbolise the feminist and regional
aspects of the organisation. There
will be a book prize for the winner.
N.B. Artwork becames the property. of
CAFRA and cannot be returned.
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CARIFEM update

INTERNATIONAL WOQMEN'S. DAY (I.W.D.)

1987_ - Trinidad & Tobago.

This year in Trinided the International
Women's Day celebrations made a signif-
icant impact upon the population. Work-
ing Waomen, an organisation basea 1
Tunapuna, convened a camitiee of inter-
ested groups and individuals, forming
an I.W.D. Working Committee.

The celebrations began on March- 7 with
a Wamen's Solidarity March through the
streets of Port-of-Spain. A Rally was
held afterwards at the Port-cf-Spain
Town Hall on Knox Street. The' feature
speaker was Ms.
focused upon sare of the practical
and immediate tasks facing the Women's
Movement in Trinidad & Tobago in the
ccming year. '

Throughout the month of March the cele-
brations continued with a series of
weekly lunch-hour - lectures held at the
Town Hall. The lectures were as follows:

March 10

Wamen and the Law

(Lynette Seebaran)"

Sexual Discrimination ir the
Workplace (Grace Talma)
March 24 - Women's Health

(Sonia Roach)

Agression or Assertiveness:
Women in Public Life

(Rhona Baptiste)

March 17

March 31

On March 25 the Rape Crisis Centre
presented the feature film Extremities
at the Holy Name Convent Auditorium.
A panel discussion was held afterwards.
Panellists included a lawyer, a medical
social worker and a police officer.

The Wamen and Development Studies Group
of the St. Augustine Campus, University
of the West Indies, 1is organising a
Women's Art & Craft exhibition to be
beld in the foyer of the Central Bank
fram May 4 - 15. Artists include Vera

Baney, Valerie Brathwaite, Valerie Bel-
grave, Gillian Bishop, Barbie Jardine-
Otway, Greer Jones-Wcodham, Althea Bas-

tien, Wendy Nanan, Meiling and the late

Lynette Seebaran who

10

Gypdil  Atteck. Guest artists include
Jamaicans Tansley Samere, Judy Maanillan
and the late Edna Manley.

Working Women will host the final event
of this year's celebrations - for Mot-

her's Day. A panel discussion on the
topic, 'The Changing Role of Mother'
will be held at the Public Library

on the evening of May 13.

The theme of the celebraticns this year
was Wolan Powmr. The comittee feels
that many issues werz raised and discus-
sion of them has begun.

I.W.D. Working Committee.

WOMEN FOR CARIBBEAN LIBERATION

The Wamen for Caribbean Liberation was
officially launched in February 1987
at a meeting  in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. As part of their programme,
they propose to embark on a campaign
in support of women petty traders.
The Co-ordinator is Arah Hector and
the organisation can be contacted at:
P.O. Box 847, St. John's, Antigua

Tel (809) 462-4453

__CAFRA Skills
Bank

All members of CAFRA are urged to send
in comprehensive curriculum vitae that
can be used to form the basis of a re-
gional Women's Skills Bank. This can
then be. drawn on by CAFRA members who
need information and/or - resource per-
sons.

Please send to The Secretariat, 19 Maraj
Street, Tunapuna, Trinidad.
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Ceneral Aims:—

To:— 1(i) develop an approach to women's prob-
lems from the perspectives of race, class
and sex, specifically to show how the
exploitative relationship between men
and women facilitates the continuation,
maintenance  and  reproduction of

..exploilative capilalist relations, and bow
the capitalist system benefits from this
situation.

(ii) develop an approach to the analysis of
rclations between men and women in non-
capitalist and socialist societies. '

2. Devclop the feminist movement in the en-

tire Caribbean region.

3. Promote the interrelationship between re-

search and action.

Objectives:—

l. Develop researchpriorities based on the
nceds of the women's n ovemnciit in the re -
gion.

1}Hf

CAFRA NEWS is published quarterly

Provide a supportive atmosphere for indj
vidual feminist(s.

Bring a fcminist perspective to bear on the
work of existling progressive organizations
and shatter the myth that “feminism divides
the struggle”.

Provide a focal point for bringing together
feministorganizationsin the entire region.
Foster greater communication and collah-
oration on events and issues relevant to the
feminist movement.

Develop a base of documentation on the
women's movement in the Caribbean and’
issues relevant (o it.

Develop access to available sources of
documentation which could be put at the
service of women’s organizations and strug-
gles in the region.

Promote the conlinuous analysis of lan-
guage in order to identily and correct the
sexist assumplions embedded in its struc-
ture which are detrimental to women’s cx-
pression and development at every level.

by the Caribbean Association for Feminist Research
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