ABSTRACT

[ruth, Justice and Reconciliation: Ihlenmimas of Transitional Societies. a Critieul

txamination of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Jermaine Omar McCalpimn

‘Truth Commissions are significant elements of pohicy options used by socicties in
ransition.  They are preterred to prosccutions often because these transitional
soctetics have a balance of new and old power forces. which may mean that large-

scale trials may cause catastrophe and reversion.

In this thesis. the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission s
examined ustng the nodal concerns of truth. reconctliaunon and jusuee as hitmus

tests for the successifailure of the Commission,

This enitical examination 15 {founded on the rationale. that given the genesis off
(ruth commissions. it is impossible for them w help secure the three nodal
concerns without great difficulty, The thesis posits that this amounts to a moral
dilemma. that societies in transition have to undergo as @ means of dealimg with
therr past. [ believe that this will be a meaningtul contribution to the expanding

Ierature on the subject.
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