
ABSTRACT

Host Factors In The Pathogenesis Of Dengue Infe ti n In rinid d

Kevin Marcus Babb

Dengue fever, the most important arboviral infection in the w rid. It I

estimated 100 million persons per annum. In addition to ubst rui I nor idll

caused by the virus, there are over 25,000 deaths each yc r from Ih rm

of the disease known as Dengue Haemorrhagic Feverl D ngue h

While dengue infection has been documented in the aribb 1'1 b In f r

hundred years, it is only in recent years that there have b n pid Illi ( r
DHFIDSS with an ever increasing number of deaths M r

to suggest that the disease is becoming endemic. There are n

currently available to stem the increased morbidity and m n lily IIh

DHFIDSS. Early identification ofDHFIDSS and aggre ive mana 'mcnt I

required to reduce mortality.

In this thesis, the demographic and clinical features of a larg coh n or.n"""' .....
persons in Trinidad are described. Preliminary data on erum n pt nn

concentrations in patients with mild and severe form of dengue are pr

These suggest that neopterin, a marker of cell mediated immunity, re In

elevated in severe infection but decreases 5-7 days after the on t m In

mild infection. The possible role ofT-cell receptor famili in th p Iho.SCl!lCSj~

dengue is also explored.
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